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PROGRESS OF THE WAR OUTLINED 


British Labor Backs Russian Peace. 
N a message to the Russian people, 
the British labor party has made an 
important contribution to the sub- 

ject of peace. The manifesto will have 


cal fate, had adhered to the same old 
militaristic doctrine. “We adjure the 
people. of central Europe to declare 
themselves or make their governments 
speak for them in answer to Russia and 
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British Official Photo Taken on the Flanders Front, Showing How a Trench is Bridged 
fiver by a Road; also Showing Presence of Cavalry, in Battle of Cambrai. Practically 


First Time That Cavalry Has Been Made Use of by 


iufluence because the labor element in 
England has a strong hold on the war 
situation and the government is forced 
to listen to it, just as is the case in this 
country. The message declares that the 
war aims of the people of Russia are 
identical with those of the British peo- 
ple and that the two countries should 
support each other and work together 
for a genuine democratic peace. Eng- 
land was taught a wholesome lesson by 
the loss of her American colonies at the 
time of our Revolutionary war, the doc- 
ument says, and she was the first mod- 
ern nation to grant self-determination 
to groups of her population. This prin- 
ciple of self-determination should be 
strengthened and widened, it is de- 
clared. The British people want no 
annexations and no indemnities, the 
message says. As to tropical Africa, 
however, it is proposed that the peace 
conference shall arrange for a “perma- 
nent international organization” to ad- 
minister affairs in that part of the 
world, “as nobody contends that the 
black races can govern themselves.” It 
is pointed out that Germany, instead of 
espousing the democratic doctrine that 
the people of occupied territory should 
have a right to decide their own politi- 
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sympathy with their own. Like Presi- 
dent Wilson’s address of last week, it 
puts the kaiser in a corner where he 
must either throw off the mask or sur- 
render. He can no longer pose in the 
guise of an angel of peace and democra- 
cy, while he still keeps his mailed fist 
upheld and ready to strike new blows 
for autocracy and conquest. The Ger- 
mans and the Bolsheviki peace dele- 
gates have been holding more parleys 
at Brest-Litovsk but without coming 
any nearer to an actual agreement. Le- 
nine and Trotzky are hard customers to 
deal with and they treat the kaiser and 
his emissaries with secant courtesy. 
They want deeds instead of words now, 
they say. The Teuton delegates re- 
fused to agree to the evacuation of the 
parts of Russia occupied by their ar- 
mies. Gen. Hoffmann, one of the kai- 
ser’s spokesmen, reminded the Bolshe- 
viks that even they were resorting to 
militarism and force to suppress the 
efforts of their own people in different 
parts of Russia to establish their inde 
pendence; hence their doctrine of de- 
mocracy and self-determination was 
more of a pretense than a reality. Ger- 
many, he said, must retain a mortgage 
on Russian territory and keep it under 
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U. S. Engineers in Flanders; Part of Force That Was Surrounded by Huns in Cambrai 


Battle, While Building Railroad to Supply 


ourselves,” says the message. This mes- 
sage is having a good effect py appeas- 
ing the Russians and showing them 
that the ideals of the allie Ss are in clos 


British Linés. Several Were Captured 


military control so as to make sure that 
there was no evasion of responsibility. 
Meantime Germapy is making her posi- 
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+ 
inhabitants of the occupied territory to 
migrate into Germany. 
purposes: it adds to the German labor 
supply for war work, and it leaves the 
occupied lands in full possession of the 
military and pro-German elements, so 
that even if elections should be held te 
decide how the territory should be dis- 
posed of, the verdict would be safe for 
kaiserism. Premier Lenine is even 
threatening that if the Teutons do not 
meet Russia half way, the Russian ar- 
mies will be reorganized and fighting 
will be resumed. The peace issue -is 
still making trouble in Germany, by 
provoking heated discussions and caus- 
ing the different factions to denounce 
one another. The German Socialistic 
organs declare that the militarists are 
now completely in the ascendancy in 
Germany and that the Russian peace 
move has greatly strengthened autoc- 
racy and militarism, instead of being a 
victory for freedom. A Polish deputy 
in the reichstag warned the government 
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however that if it yielded to the war- 
lords it would goad the people of Po- 
land, “who deeply hate the Prussian re- 
gime”, to rise up. This war, he added, 
“will be the graveyard of German mili- 
tarism.” 

Even such an eminent German as 
Prince von Hohenlohe issues a state- 
ment declaring that the stiff-necked at- 
titude of the war-lords has been an ob- 
stacle to peace and has also resulted in 
forcing the United States and other na- 
tions into the war against Germany. 
The war-lords are making a gross blun- 
der, he says, in assuming that America 
is in the war for greed. Every American 
who goes to Europe to fight is inspired 
by the conviction that he is fighting for 
freedom and justice, and this fact must 
be reckoned with, he declares. 

The censored German papers contin- 
ue to spread falsified ideas as to the at- 
titude of this country. A few days ago 
our government decided to release 90 
million more bushels of wheat for our 
allies in Europe. The Berlin Allgemeine 
Zeitung asserts that this means that we 
are not going to send any soldiers to 
the aid of the allies; all we intend to do 
is to advance cash and war supplies, 
and the allies now know that they can’t 
depend on us for any military help, it 


This serves two 


says. = spite of the strict censorship, 
however, now and then a discordant 
voice is heard. The Munich Neueste 
Nachrichten says that Germany’s equiv- 
ecal position on the subject of peace is 
Gostroying all confidence in hes and 
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demands that the representatives of the 
people, in the reichstag, shail be allow- 
ed to have a voice in the matter. 


Stung by Wilson’s Words. 


More or less garbled versions of the 
president’s latest pronouncement on 
peace have been published in Germany. 
In order that the German people may 
be in possession of the full text df the 
address, thousands upon thousands of 
copies of it, printed in German, are be- 
ing dropped into German towns by al- 
lied airmen, Germany, anticipating 
such a move and anxious to keep the 
people in the dark, had issued notice 
that any aviators captured while en- 
gaged in such work will be treated as 
spies and summarily executed. Also 
the Berlin government has warned the 
German people, under most severe pen- 
alties, not to pick up or read any docu- 
ments that are let fall by hostile air- 
men, 

The Berlin Lokal Anzeiger character- 
izes President Wilson as “the entente’s 
wire-puller” and brands his message as 
“impudent”, The Petrograd Bolshevik 
newspaper called Pravda echoes this 
same kaiseristic view and says that the 
president is the greatest hypocrite in 
history, since he preaches democracy 
while actually being the dictator of a 
“rapacious imperialistic nation.” 

Lloyd-George went over much the 
same ound that the panaitont did, 
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and each statement goes to strengthen 
the other. When men by the millions 
are being called on to suffer and die, 
it is only right that they :aould know 
what the object is, he said. He had 
consulied with leading men of all fac- 


tions and there was no divergence of 
view. The allies were not fighting for 
aggression or for the disruption of Ger- 
many or Austria; they did not plan to 
deprive Turkey of Constantinople or 
the territory in which the*Turkish race 
predominated. 


It had been more than a year, said 
he, since President Wilson had made 
his proposal to all the belligerents that 
they get together and make peace. He 
had urged that each side should state 
clearly its aims. The allies had been 
frank about this, but the central powers 
had evaded the issue; they didn’t even 
say what attitude they were willing to 
take toward such a crucial subject as 
Belgium. They had been shifty and in- 
sincere. 

There could be no just or permanent 
peace unless it included the evacuation 
of occupied territory and proper rep- 
aration for the damage done. The Huns 
must own up to the wrong they have 
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done and must pay suitable penalties 
before they can have any standing at 
the bar of eternal justice. He declared 
that the allies would “stand by the 
French to the death in the demand they 
make for reconsideration of the great 
wrong of ’71, when Alsace-Lorraine 
was torn away.” 

The democracy of England would co- 
operate with the democracies of France 
and Italy, and they would be “proud to 
fight to the end, side by side with the 
new Russian democracy”, but if Russia 
persisted in her present course she 
would have to be saved by her own peo- 
ple if at all. He laid down the same 
principles that President Wilson did as 
to the disposition of the German colo- 
nies. Their future would be determined 
by an international conference, and 
the decision would be guided by the 
wishes of the people concerned, and 
not by the schemes of European cap- 
italists or exploiters. “We are fighting 
for a just and lasting peace”, he said, 
and this must include three things: the 
sanctity of treaties, territorial re-estab- 
lishment based on the consent of the 
governed, and lastly the creation of an 
international organization to limit ar- 
my; uent and head off war. 


Russia has already made a separate 
peace so far as Bulgaria is concerned. 
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The agreement, signed Jan. 10, declares 
that war between these two nations is 
at an end, and that friendly diplomatic 
and economic relations are to be re- 
sumed at once. Russia has recognized 
Bulgaria’s right to be represented on 
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the Danube commission—which body 
is to decide all questions having to do 
with the navigation of that great river. 


Russian-Bulgar Peace. 


Already trade has been reopened be- 
tween Russia and Bulgaria, by the land 
routes and also by the Black sea. Tur- 
key also sought to fix up a separate 
peace with the Bolsheviks, but her de- 
mands smacked too much of the pan- 
German policy and she was sidetracked. 

The central powers have withdrawn 
their boasted “Christmas peace” offer’ to 
the entente based on “no forcible an- 
nexation or indemnities.”. Now the 
sword will e to decide everything 
and if the allies want peace they will 
have to sue humbly for it, it is declared 

The allied airmen are making more 
frequent raids on German cities. T! 
Germans own that there were 13 such 
raids in December but declare that the 
results were insignificant. The Frank- 
fort Zeitung complains that the entente 
air navy is being reinforced by Ameri- 
can fliers in such numbers that Ger- 
many is beginning to feel the effects. 
The French supply the machines for 
this work, as American aeros for raid 
purposes are not yet available. 

A squadron of British fliers carried 
out a successful raid in broad daylight 
in the Karlsruhe district. Over a ton 
of bombs were dropped on munition 
works, and extensive fires were caused, 
The same night two tons of explosives 











“Wy 
IN RUINS OF RECAPTURED SoucHEZ, FRANCE, 
Which was BuRIeD ev FRENCH 7 








TOWN WAS TAKEN By GERMANS 








were showered c “hionville, in Lor- 
raine, which is a big stee] center. 

On another night nearly five tons 
were dropped on munition factories 
and railroad junctions near Saarbruck- 
en. In two cases recently a direct hit 
has been made on a heavily loaded Ger- 
man munition train and the whole 
thing has blown up. The French airmen 
one night, in reprisal for the dropping 
of bombs on the open town of Dunkirk 
by the Germans, dropped three tons of 
bombs on the towns of Offenburg and 
Mulheim in Baden, 

Reports indicate that the Germans 
are getting nervous over the frequent 
raids and that they. are dreading the 
day when our airships will begin arriv- 
ing on the scene by the thousand. They 
have absolutely no means of defense 
against air attacks. They deliver a fu- 
rious fire with their anti-aircraft guns 
but in most cases their shots fall wide 
of the mark. 

Now and then of course a machine is 
brought down, but it is Uncle Sam’s 
plan to have two new machines ready 
to join in the game whenever one is 
thus lost. The bombing of hundreds of 
war centers in Germany at one time is 
going to be the greatest thing that ever 
happened in the way of big sport. All 














through western Germany the inhab- 
itants are preparing bomb cellars to 
take refuge in when these raids take 
place. 

There has been some very spirited 
air fighting on the Italian front. A 
squadron of 25 German machines flew 
over the Italian camp near Treviso, 16 
miles northwest of Venice, and did con- 
siderable havoc with their machine- 
guns. - The Italian and British fliers 
darted out to give battle to them and a 
spectacular engagement ensued. In all, 
11 of the Hun aircraft were brought 
down. One of them was an aerial 
“dreadnaught” carrying three men. 

A startling experience happened to 
an Italian airman named Anciilotto— 
one which Douglas Fairbanks will 
doubtless be reproducing in the movies. 
The Teuton observation balloons known 
as “drachens” had been doing deadly 
work by observing the Italian move- 
ments and reporting them to their own 
forces. The Italian authorities offered 
a reward of $40 for each one of these 
balloons broug. dowf. Ancillotto 
managed to bag three in one week. His 
plan was to mount high above the 








drachen, then swoop down on it at 
great speed, dropping bombs all the 
time. In one case he miscalculated a 
little and his airplane plunged right 
into the balloon. 

There was a terrific ripping, but by a 
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miracle neither Ancillotto nor his plans 
were put out of business. They passed 
right on through the great gas-bag. The 
gas which was released took fire and 
he and his machine received a severe 
scorching. Also his propeller was foul- 
ed up by tattered pieces of the gas 
envelope, but he landed safe. 


THE DRUM-ROLL. 


Peace? There shall be no peace till fre¢ 
dom come 
Qur peace will wear a garland, n 
chain. 
The world shall ul nm tl i tra’ 
pain 
When she has brou 
tor som 
Drummer of dest 
Until the \ ss 
ma } 
And pole to pol the loud Te 
piain 
Is ringed with can: t which hers 
dumb! 
It is the cause, it is tl cause, O woritd! 
Liberty, liberty, liberty at stake! 
And who art thou, crouching behind th 
foam 
Of thy long wall of waters, with head 
curled 
Over tremendous knees? Titan, Rwake! 
Stand, freedom’s he misphere, strike, and 
strike home! 
—W. P. Stafford in Washington 1 








- 7 Pa iit 
his Fd rho, 
> Ne a £ 4 
~ oe; £ ) 
J 4 ‘ 
ie he Pm! r a | 
+ a i 
— ) rmeir fare i 
PALES But he bought him 2 gos! 
KO « tH « | 
LAY Who ate alt they witches 
< Fe Ss a t ey e 
“A 


see the smile 


- that he wears — 


na now 
= 













































































ae 











AMIEL LRES OLESEN Em ERE OE: Si Mh tl 











“ 








+ 


















tae tea ea 































Res 








Mine Apes 


Ri a8 SO ee ATOM. us Sree ad 


oe tie 


Si oad 

























































































fea EEA iS § 


oe 




















New Sahu Sabie 









































PAGE 4 (100) 


THE PATHFINDER 


JANUARY 26 








|- THE ESSENCE OF CUAREN 


A Summary for Busy Readers, of the Significant Doings and Discussions of the Day 





T AFTAIRS 








House EE Woman Suffrage. 


8 ONGRESS is not being allowed 
to make the war an excuse for 
failing to give attention to other 
subjects that demand action. During 
the pre-Holiday session, as we know, 
action was taken providing for the sub- 
mission to the states of a nation-wide 
prohibition amendment. And _ shortly 
after the Holiday recess the house, 
prodded up by the suffrage “lobby”, got 
busy and adopted the resolution look- 
ing to the submission of the Susan B. 
Anthony amendment extending full suf- 
frage to women. 

It requires a two-thirds vote in house 
and senate to authorize a new consti- 
tutional amendment, and it was well 
known that the margin in the house 
would be very close. The campaign 
had been wound up by a series of hear- 
ings before the house suffrage com- 
mittee. The anti-suffragists were rep- 
resented by former Senator Bailey of 
Tex. and Mrs. J. W. Wadsworth, head 
of the National Association opposed to 
Woman Suffrage. 

Mr. Bailey argued that women were 
incapable of sustaining the duties of 
full citizenship, including military ser- 
vice and sheriff and jury service. Mrs. 
Wadsworth denounced the methods 
employed by the suffragists to force 
their scheme, by picketing the presi- 
dent and threatening members of con- 
gress with defeat if they didn’t obey 
them and voté for the amendment. 

Mrs. Carrie C. Catt, President of the 
National Woman Suffrage Association, 
was allowed the feminine privilege of 
having the last word, and she settled 
Mr. Bailey’s argument by telling him 
that he was “40 years behind the 
times.” The women, she said, were not 
threatening anybody—but they were 
going to see that legislators who voted 
against their interests were replaced 
by others who would recognize that 
women had some rights. 

It was understood that a majority of 
the Democrats would vote against the 
amendment, which they said was an 
interference with the right of the states 
to settle such matters in the way they 
thought best. Here we see a recrudes- 
cence of the old pro-slavery doctrine 
of the days before the Civil war. 

President Wilson had _ frequently 
made it known that he would not in- 
terfere with local option or state rights 
by favoring prohibition or woman suf- 
frage by federal amendment. However, 
when a delegai:on of Democratic mem- 
bers went to ask his advice as the party 
leader, he frankly told them to vote for 
the amendment and let the state rights 
doctrine go hang high as Haman, 

Undoubtedly it was his influence that 
turned the scale, for the resolution 
passed the house by a vote of 274 to 136, 
which left not a single vote to spare. 
Mr. Mann of Ill., the Republican house 
leader, and Mr. Sims of Tenn. had come 


from hospitals in order to register their 
affirmative votes and they saved the 
day. Speaker Clark announced that if 
it had been necessary, he would have 
voted for the amendment. 

The galleries were throngecd with 
spectators who had been interested for 
years in the great battle which was 
here brought to a climax. When the 
victory was announced, they cracked 
the rules by kissing and hugging one 
another and shouting “Glory, glory, hal- 
lelujah!” 

The members who value their politi- 
cal future tumbled over-one another 
in their anxiety to go on record for 
suffrage. There was also some partisan 
politics in it, for both Démocrats and 
Republicans wanted to prove that they 
were the genuine original simon-pure 
name-blown-in-the-bottle champions of 
votes for women. 

The Republicans had the best of it, 
for 165 of them voted for the amend- 
ment, to only 104 Democrats, while 
only 33 of them voted against it, to 102 
Democrats. However, the Democrats 
will claim that the project is really 
theirs as it was launched while they 
were in power and with the approval 
of their president. 

Mrs. Catt said that this was “an in- 
comparable victory” but that it did not 
surprise her, as she had confidence that 
the U. S. congress would not, when 
brought to the test, prove less progres- 
sive than the parliaments of Europe, 
which are extending suffrage to women. 
Mrs. Wadsworth thanked the minority 
of members who “stood by the principle 
of local self-government” and_= she 
hoped the amendment would be de- 
feated in the senate. 

The senate is the stumbling-block. 
Three years ago it turned down suf- 


MAKE THE MONEY WORK. 


It’s the nimble dollar that makes ev- 
erybody prosper. Don’t let your dollar 
be a slacker; invest it in something 
worth while, and thus get the benefit 
of it, and at the same time pass it along 
to someone else so they can get the ben- 
efit of it and pass it along again. 
Rational economy is necessary in these 
war times and you don’t want to squan- 
der money; get the utmost you can for 
your dollar, and make it work. 

Don’t forget to look at the date on 
your Pathfinder address-label and if 
your subscription is expired, take time 
by the forelock and send in your re- 
newal. Certainly there is no bigger 
dollar’s worth in the entire field of 
journalism than 52 visits of the Path- 
finder. A meatier, better paper than 
ever, and at the same old before-the- 
war popular price. We may be forced 
to increase our subscription rate, and if 
you are really forehanded you will 
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for it five years. Think what a bar- 
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frage by a vote of 35 to 34. However, 
a good deal of water has passed under 
the bridge since then and it is to be 
presumed that the senators have learn- 
ed something and have heard some still, 
small voices which tell them which side 
their political bread is buttered on. 
There are 12 full suffrage states at 
present, including New York, the latest 
recruit. They wield 193 votes in the 
electoral college, out of a total of 531. 
But the women also possess partial suf- 
frase in many other states, and they 
exercize a powerful indirect influence 
in all. It is only a question of time be- 
fore the senate will have to approve the 
proposition, and only a question of a 
little more time before the required 36 
states will ratify it. The language of 
the proposed amendment is as follows: 
Article—, section 1. The right of 
citizens of the United States to vote 
shall not be denied o- abridged by the 
United States or by any state on ac- 
count of sex. Section 2. Congress shall 
have power, by appropriate legislation, 
to enforce the provisions of this article. 


States Ratifying “Dry” Amendment. 


Quick work i; being made of John 
Barleycorn, and some fine morning be- 
fore long now he is likely to wake up 
and find himself dead. The statesmen, 
the liquor cohorts and the demagogs 
have all seen the handwriting on the 
wall and they are registering them- 
selves on the right side. A number of 
the state legislatures are now in ses- 
sion; some have already taken up the 
proposed nation-wide “dry” amend- 
ment recently authorized by congress 
and ratified it, and others will act 
shortly. 

Kentucky has long been held up by 
the jokers as the state in which the 
liquor habit has flourished like a green 
bay tree. The state has been deeply 
interested in the booze industry and it 
has been kept in the “wet” column. 
Nevertheless we find the legislature of 
this state hustling to ratify the prohibi- 
tion amendment. And it did it by a 
vote of 93 to 26 in the two houses or by 
a margin of over four to one. Which 
shows that sometimes in reforms, the 
last shall be first. 

Mississippi, a “dry” state, set a pat- 
tern by ratifying the amendment the 
first chance it got. The Virginia legis- 
lature followed and ratified it by a com- 
bined vote of 114 to 2i—a margin of 
nearly six to one. 

Virginia of course is strongly Demo- 
cratic, and the fact that the “dry” 
amendment knocks the last gasp of 
breath out of the old State Rights fetish 
was a cause for lamentation by some of 
the old-fashioned Democrats in the leg- 
islature. They quoted Jefferson, Jack- 
son and other ancient authorities—now 
obsolete however—and they denounced 
the proposed amendment as an assault 
on the sovereignty and sacred rights 
of the commonwealth. However, they 
were swept out of the way by the new- 
blood statesmen. 

The Prohibition national committee 
is urging the governors of all the states 
to hurry the legislatures and get them 
to ratify the amendment without delay, 
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and to call extra sessions if there is no 
regular session this winter. Gov. 
Frazier of N. Dak. says an extra session 
has been called and it will proceed to 
ratify. Gov. Capper of Kans. thinks 
the legislature of that state will O. K. 
the amendment unanimously. Gov. 
Manning of S. C. says his legislature 
will soon convene and it will act favor- 
ably. Gov. Milliken of Maine declares 
the amendment will be approved as 
soon as possible. 

Of course there are some states that 
will hang back, balk, or even kick, for 
one reason or another. Gov. Cornwell 
of W. Va. reports that there is no ses- 
sion of the legislature due there at this 
time but that if a special session is 
called for any purpose, it will take up 
the amendment. Gov. Holcomb of 
Conn. refuses to call a special session, 
and he believes that the matter should 
not be acted on until the people have 
a chance to elect a legislature with 
knowledge that the subject of prohibi- 
tion is to be voted on. 

It is a question whether there is more 
sadness or more joy over the burial of 
the long defunct and increasingly odor- 
iferous remains of State Rights. Some 
of the chief mourners are seen to laugh 
in their sleeves; they had long known 
that the old thing was dead, and they 
no doubt concluded that so long as it 
was dead it might better be buried. The 
New York World, which has been the 
leading Democratic paper of the coun- 
try, indulges in a significant requiem 
outburst on the subject in these words: 

“The World’s famous question, ‘Shall 
the Democratic party die?’ has been 
answered. The historical Democratic 
party is dead. We do not mean that the 
Democratic organization has ceased to 
exist. We do not mean that there are 
no more Democrats. Nor do we mean 
that the Democratic party is dead in 
the sense that the Federalist party is 
dead, or the Whig party is dead, or the 
Greenback party is dead, or the Popu- 
list party is dea®. 

“What has died is the Democratic 
party of Jefferson and Jackson and Til- 
den. The principles of government 
which they enunciated and advocated 
have been obliterated. What slavery 
and secession and silver were unable 
to accomplish has been brought about 
by prohibition and woman suffrage. 

“The deathblow to Jefferson Democ- 
racy was delivered by the Democratic 
senators and representatives from the 
South and West under the leadership of 
William J. Bryan, who carried through 
the prohibition amendment. The coup 
de grace was administered by Woodrow 
Wilson, president of the United States, 
in indorsing the federal suffrage amend- 
ment to the constitution. 

“The kind of government for which 
the Jeffersonian Democracy successful- 
ly battled for more than a century has 
been repudiated. Centralization is now 
invited, not repelled. State rights have 
been assassinated in the ancient citadel 
of state rights. The charter of local 
self-government has become a scrap of 
paper. The way is now.open for the 


obliteration of the states in all their 
essential functions and the erection 


of a central government more power- 
ful than anything of which Alexander 
Hamilton dared to dream.” 


A Plague of Mice. 


Australia is overrun by millions of 
mice which are destroying much prop- 
erty and causing farmers, grain dealers 
and warehouse men great anxiety. As 
not enough shipping is available, a 
large part of the year’s wheat crop 
which was the largest ever grown there 
had to be stored; at many of the rail- 
way stations great quantities of the 
grain in bags have been piled in the 
open and the mice are causing enor- 
mous damage to such stocks. ; 

The rodents eat from the bottom up- 
ward and many of them are smothered 
by grain being precipitated onto them 
from above when the equilibrium of 
the pile is disturbed by their inroads. 
Workmen handling wheat with the 
dead bodies of such victims in it have 
developed a disease which is said to 
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have resulted in death in a few instanc- 
es. The mice are devouring not only 
wheat but everything else to which 
they can gain access, even the insula- 
tion on electric wires, 

The illustration shows a heap of 500,- 
000 of the pests, weighing altogether 
over eight tons, which werc caught in 
four nights in Victoria. They are trap- 
ped in large numbers by building a 
close-meshed wine fence about the 
grain stacks, leaving openings only at 
points where large oil cans are buried 
in the ground. After gorgins them- 
selves with wheat the rodents start in 
search of water and in trying to get 
through the only openings in the wire 
enclosure fall into the traps. 

The plague of mice is attributed in 
large measure to the enforcement of 
laws requiring the poisoning of crows, 


_ earrion hawks and native flesh-eating 


animals. Creatures of this kind have 
been killed in such numbers that the 
natural check on the multiplication of 
mice and other rodents has been almost 
entirely removed and the common- 
wealth must now pay roundly in prop- 
erty losses for its ill-advised tamper- 
ing with nature’s arrangements. 

Still another evil that has followed 
the extermination of the crows, hawks 
and carnivora is the enormous increase 
in the number of blow flies, resulting 
from the increase in the amount of car- 
rion for them to breed in. Many sheep 
become fly-blown and infested with the 
larva of this fly. Resulting losses of 
course eat rapidly into the profits of 
farmers and stockmen and unless some 
































effective means of checking the ‘pest is 
found the sheep-growing industry may 
be entirely destroyed. 


Pay of Men in U. S. Army. 

Uncle Sam never fails at the end of 
each month or as soon thereafter as 
possible to come across with the pay of 
officers and men in the U. S. army. The 
money is handed out through the dis- 
bursing officers of the quartermaster 
corps, either in cash or in checks. Sol- 
diers in France receive their pay in 
French currency or U. S. checks, at 
their option. 

The total December pay of officers 
and men in the army amounted to ap- 
proximately $78,580,800. This includes 
no allowances for soldiers’ families 
or compensation for disabilities pro- 
vided for under the military and naval 
insurance law. 

The pay of officers is graded -accord- 
ing to their rank, being as follows, each 
month; second lieutenant, $141.67; first 
lieutenant, $166.67; captain, $200; ma- 
jor, $250; lieutenant colonel, $291.67; 
colonel, %333.33; brigadier general, 
$500; major general, $666.67; lieutenant 
general $750; general, $833.33. 

Enlisted men are paid according to 
their grades, ratings and length of serv- 
ice. Under the scale which became ef- 
fective last June and is to remain in ef- 
fect until the end of the war they re- 
ceive each month the following: 

All privates, the entering army grade, 
$30; first-class privates, men promoted 
to act in minor non-commissioned offi- 
cer capacity, 833; corporals, saddlers, 
mechanics, farriers, wagoners and mu- 
sicians of the third class, $36; all ser- 
geant grades in the line, including in- 
fantry, field artillery, coast artillery 
and cavalry, cooks, horseshoers, band 
corporals and musicians of the second 
class, $38; sergeants of the various 
corps of engineers, ordnance, signal 
corps, quartermaster corps and medical 
department, band sergeants and musi- 
cians of the first class, $44; battalion 
sergeant majors, squadron sergeant ma- 
jors, sergeant majors junior grade, ser- 
geant buglers, master gunners and as- 
sistant band leaders, of the line; $48; 
regimental sergeant majors, regimental 
supply scrgeants, sergeant majors sen- 
ior grade, quartermaster sergeants of 
the quartermaster corps, ordnance ser- 
geants, first sergeants, electrician ser- 
geants of the first class, assistant engi- 
neers and battalion sergeant majors and 
battalion supply sergeants of the engi- 
neers, £51; sergeants first class of the 
medical department, $56; hospital ser- 
geants, master engineers of the junior 
grade and engineers, $71; quartermaster 
sergeants of the senior grade of the 
quartermaster corps, band leaders, mas- 
ter signal electricians, master electric- 
ians, master engineers of the senior 
grade and master hospital sergeants, 
$81. 





Farmers. Get Big Returns. 
Official figures show that the 24 prin- 
cipal crops grown by American farmers 
in 1917 were worth, all together, $11,- 
480,563,600 which is about $3,776,000,000 
more than these crops ever footed up 
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before. The increased value is due not 
so much to a heavier production as to 
the stimulation of prices by greedy 
growers, increased war consumption, 
depleted reserves of stocks produced in 
other years and transportation and la- 
bor troubles, 

The production of corn, oats, rye, po- 
tatoes, tobacco, sweet potatoes, beans 
and onions exceeded that of any pre- 
vious year, their total value being about 
$6,727,500,000. The corn crop, amount- 
ing to over 3,159,400,000 bushels, is 
worth more than $4,503,600,000. The 
best previous crop was produced in 
1916, 2,583,200,000 bushels. The most 
valuable crop previously recorded 
brought upwards of $2,280,700,000. 

There were over 1,587,200,000 bushels 
of oats grown in 1917, worth $1,061,427,- 
000. The 1915 crop, the best previous 
one, amounted to 1,539,030,000 bushels 
and the most valuable one before last 
year, that of 1916, was worth $655,928,- 
000. The 1917 potato yield was 442,536,- 
(00 bushels, compared with 420,647,000 
grown in 1912, the best previous crop. 
‘The 1917 crop is worth $543,865,000, 
compared with $419,333,000, the value 
of the 1916 crop. 

The 1917 onion crop was the most 
notable of all so far as increase over 
previous crops and increase in value 
are concerned. It amounted to 13,554,- 
000 bushels, with a value of $22,523,000, 
as against the 7,663,000 bushel record in 
1915 and the value of $1,708,000 in the 
case of the 1916 crop. 

The wheat crop of 650,828,000 bushels 
is worth $1,307,400,000. The biggest 
previous return from wheat was $1,- 
019,968,000, in 1916. In,1915 1,025,801,- 
(00 bushels were grown but the total 
return was less than that from the short 
crop this year will be. 


Big Growth of Mail Service. 

Postmaster-General Burleson explains 
in a statement that the delays to the 
mails throughout the country are not 
chargeable to the postal service but are 
a result of the dislocation of the trans- 
portation system due to the war activi- 
ties: During November alone, he says, 
about 87,000 trains missed their usual 
connections; and one of the chief 
through trains from Washington to the 
West failed 70 per cent of the time in 
the last four months. 

Mail, he adds, “is being presented in 
greater volume than ever before iu the 
history of the country and stil! is being 
handled ‘more expeditiously than ever’ 
The volume of first-class mail is now 
about 25 per cent above normai, while 
that of the parcel-post is 40 per cent 
more. 

The post-office department has been 
charged with parsimony because it has 
run the business at a profit of $5,000,000 
to $9,000,000. The critics declare that 
the postal service, being purely in the 
interest of the people, should not be 
run with a view to profit. Mr. Burleson 
however declares that the service has 
been improved instead of hindered by 
the system of economy and that better 
results are being secured notwithstand- 
ing less money is being spent. 

In his annual report he says that at 


the close of the fiscai year year 5,883,000 
families, representing over 27 million 
population, were being served by rural 
carriers, at an annual cost of 52 mil- 
lions. This was only $1.60 a year per 
patron, which was an actual decrease 
in spite of the higher cost of everything. 
At the end of the vear 43,500 rural 
routes were in operation, covering I,- 
112,000 miles. or ar average of about 
26 miles to the route. 

The big increase in the number of par- 
cels handled speaks volumes for the 
popularity of this service. The increase 
was 14 per cent, and the service is now 
handling over 200 million parcels a 
year. The substitution of autos for 
horse-drawn vehicles is being extended 
wherever the conditions warrant, and 
this adds to the efficiency. 

Also in the postal savings branch 
there is great improvement shown. At 
the end of the fiscal year there were 
675,000 depositors, or an increase of 12 
per cent, with 132 millions to their 
credit. Postal receipts for the year 
were about 303 millions, an increase of 
about six per cent over the year. before. 
The average per capital expenditure for 
postage is about $3 a year. 

Newspapers and periodicals at the 
second-class postage rate totaled 1200 
million pounds, for which the govern- 
ment received only about 11 million 
dollars postage. The increased postal 
rates on this class of matter which are 
provided for in the war-tax bill, says 
the postmaster-general, are intended to 
help reimburse the department for the 
big losses it sustains in handling that 
kind of mail. This increase, he says, 
will be permanent. But on the other 
hand the addition of a cent to the letter 
and postal card rate is strictly a war 
tax and does not go to the credit of the 
postal service and these rates are only 
for the war. The postmaster-general 
says that recent cevelopments have 
made it “more imperative than ever that 
goverrment ownership of telegraphs 
and telephones shoukd no longer be de- 
layed.” 


Stop fndustry to Save Coal. 

Life during this war is getting to be 
just one blessed thing after another. 
The changes aad surprises come so 
thick aad fast that nobody even has 
time to digest their meaning. The only 
thing to do is to obey what you are 
told, aave taith that those who are do- 
ing all these weird things know what 
they are about, and not waste energy 
in untimely and unpatriotic criticism. 

The whole world is under military 
discipline and autLority now. Democ- 
racies, for their own preservation, have 
had to adopt measures as despotic as 
any autocracy ever made use of. Ger- 
inany set the pattern by sacrificing ev- 
erything else to efliciency, and we have 
got to fight the devil with fire. 

The soldier has to obey the orders of 
his superiors without question. He may 
believe, or he may even know, that 
those orders are unwise, but that does 
not alter his obligation. He must sac- 
rifice himself, and even give up his 
life if necessary, in order to carry out 
the general plan. He knows nothing 


about the general plan and it may be 
that the success of that plan calls for 
his sacrifice. It is hard on him, as an 
individual, but it is only through such 
devotion and self-effacement that vic- 
tory can come, and the result is worth 
what it costs. 

The fuel situation in this country has 
grown worse and worse. We had an 
unusually fine fall and if we had been 
forehanded we might have laid in a 
stock of fuel ample to carry us through 
the winter. But we trusted to luck and 
accepted the assurances of those who 
were supposed to know. Then Provi- 
dence taught us a lesson by sending us 
the worst spell of winter weather that 
has ever been recorded. 

Usually a cold wave lasts only a week 
or so and then there is a let-up so that 
people can recover. But this time one 
cold wave has followed another in such 
quick succession that there has been 
no respite. People have burned up in 
one month the stores of fuel they 
thought would last through till spring. 

Heavy snows and blizzards have 
blocked traffic. Just when a double 
quantity of fuel was required, the sup- 
ply dwindled to less than half the nor- 
mal amount. People everywhere have 
scrimped on fuel and millions have 
gone cold, but the saving hasn’t been 
sufficient to make up for the big short- 
age. 

The railroads were blamed for not 
providing cars enough. So Uncle Sam 
decided to remedy the situation by seiz- 
ing and running the railroads. How- 
ever, this did not bring the relief prom- 
ised. The gods that rule the weather 
must be opposed to government owner- 
ship, for they have made it just as dif- 
ficult as they could for Uncle Sam in 
his new job. 

Director-General ~“cAdoo appointed 
the week from Jan. 14 to 21 as “freight- 
moving week” and all hands every- 
where were conjured to take hold and 
unload cars and get them into service 
again. As a stimulus to prompt unload- 
ing, he ordered that demurrage charges 
should be increased; that is, consignees 
would be allowed two days in which to 
unload a car, and after that they would 
have to pay heavily for detaining the 
car. The first day the penalty would 
be $3, the next day $4 and so on till it 
was $10 a day. 

At the same time hundreds of passen- 
ger trains were wiped off the timetable 
and the number of Pullman cars cut 
down. Hundreds of fancy high-toned 
engines which had always been used 
for fast passenger trains were thus 
released and they had to descend to the 
humdrum and menial work of hauling 
freight trains. Railroads in the South 
and West, which have an extra supply 
of engines and cars, have been required 
to send their equipment East, to help 
get rid of the freight blockade. 

A large number of engines that had 
been made in this country for use in 
France and Russia have been comman- 
deered and they are being altered so as 
to run on our tracks, which are not so 
wide as the European roads. Priority 
was given for the movement of coal, 
and everything was done to relieve the 
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situation. We are using 22,000 freight- 
cars that belong to Canada, and she is 
howling for their return. 

It was very soon discovered that the 
railroads and their equipment were all 
run down because the roads had been 
unable to borrow the money to make 
needed improvements. So one of the 
first things the director-general did was 
to ask congress for half a billion dol- 
lars, to be used as a “revolving fund” to 
provide financial lubricant for the 
wheels of traffic. 

President Wilson went before con- 
gress and made an address explaining 
his action in taking the roads and turn- 
ing them over to Mr. McAdoo, 
step seemed to be imperatively neces 
sary in the interest of the public wel- 
fare,” he said. The entire railroad sys- 
tem of the country would now be run 
as a unit; each part would do its due 
share, but none would have to bear an 
unjust burden, and each would be made 
to help in any way that would best con- 
tribute to the general purpose. 

He admitted that there are “practical 
difficulties which cannot be conjured 
away,” but he thought Mr. McAdoo was 
the man of all men who was fitted for 
the great task of bringing order out of 
chaos. Efforts would be made he said, 
to safeguard the interests also of those 
who have money invested in railroad 
securities, but he added that “our first 
duty of course is to conserve the com- 
mon safety and make sure that nothing 
stands in the way of the great war for 
liberty and justice.” 

Freight-moving week hadn't got far 
before it developed that the half-way 


the 


remedies which had been tried were 
not touching the spot. It found the 


country in the grasp of one of the worst 
blizzards in years and many railroads 
unable to operate. In spite of repeated 
assurances that there was plenty of 
coal and would be plenty for all legiti- 
mate purposes, the actual coal didn’t 
materialize. 

It was not a question of money; most 
people were willing to pay several pric- 
es but still they couldn’t get coal, for 
there wasn’t enough to go round. Mean- 
time complaints began to pour in like 
an avalanche. People observed that 
breweries, poolrooms, movie theaters 
and fashionable clubs were able to get 
coal, while schools and churches had 
to be let out for lack of it. 

The situation had become so bad by 
Jan. 17 that Fuel Administrator Gar- 
field issued the most drastic edict ever 
known in this country. This order 
forbids the use of coal or any other 
fuel by practically all industries in the 
territory east of the Mississippi, in- 
cluding all of Louisiana and Minnesota, 
on the five days from Jan. 18 to 22, and 
on the nine Mondays following, namely 
Jan. 28 and each succeeding Monday 
till March 25, : 

Until further notice all persons sell- 
ing fuel must “give preference to or- 
ders for necessary requirements.” The 
needs will be met in the following or- 
der: first, the railroads; second, domes- 
tic consumers, hospitals and charitable 
institutions and military camps; third, 





public utilities; fourth, ships; fifth, fed- 
eral government purposes, not includ- 
ing plants engaged on government con- 
tracts, however; sixth, state and local 
governments for public use; seventh, 
manufacturers of perishable food prod- 
ucts 

On the days specified, no plants shall 
burn or use fuel, or use any form of 
power derived from fuel, except such 
plants as must, by their nature, oper- 
ate seven days a week. Plants produc- 
ing food products may use a limited 
amount of fuel if specially permitted 
to do so by the fuel administration. 
Publishers of papers may also get out 
their minimum issues. 

The regulation forbids the burning of 
fuel on these days even by those who 
were far-sighted enough to provide a 
supply of fuel in advance; such far- 
sighted persons now become villainous 
“hoarders”, and if they are caught dis- 
obeying the law they will be heavily 
penalized. The proverb about the 
“rainy day” becomes a scrap of paper. 
‘The purpose is to make the fuel short- 
age rest evenly on the whole country 
and “distribute with absolute impar- 
tiality the burden of patriotic denial.” 

Dr. Garfield estimates that 30 million 
tons of coal will be saved and he be- 
lieves that this will bring supply and 
demand again on speaking terms with 
each other. The regulation will not 
prohibit any business that can get along 
without heat, and it does not prevent 
the burning of barely sufficient fuel to 
prevent water and steam pipes from 
freezing, etc. Presumably there will be 
some discretion allowed, as no general 
rules can be made so as to apply to all 
cases, 

Buildings occupied by public officers, 
transportation concerns, doctors, dent- 
ists, etc., may have fuel. No stores can 
have it except that for the purpose of 
selling food they can have it till noon, 
and drugstores can have it all day and 
evening. All places of amusement, or 
alleged amusement, are condemned to 
complete heatlessness on the days des- 
ignated. And no buildings in which 
liquor is sold can be heated on such 
days. 

The street-car service will also have 
to be curtailed, for on these polar days 
they must operate only on the sche- 
dules that they use on Sunday. Thou- 
sands of workers will be unable to get 
to their work, even if their plants try 
to operate. 

These days will be made to a large 
extent enforced holidays, though the 
holiday character will be taken out of 
them by the fact that there will be “no 
place to go but home.” Millions of 
men who have always complained that 
they had no time to do odd jobs around 
the house will now have a chance to 
show whether lack of leisure was their 
real reason or whether they were only 
-amouflaging. Thirty million tons of 
coal will be saved, but this saving will 
be wiped out many times over by the 
loss of wages to workers and of prod- 
ucts to the employers. The total loss 
cannot be estimated at this time. 

Business men throughout the coun- 





try received the news of the edict with 
consternation. They thought their bus- 
iness would all go to pot. Senator 
Townsend of Mich., Rep., was incensed 
at Dr. Garfield’s ukase and said that 
“any schoolboy should have had bet- 
ter judgment.” Statesmen have a won- 
derful idea of the masterfulness of “any 
schoolboy.” 

Senator Pomerene of Ohio, Dem., 
who led in the fight for fuel, was more 
hopeful; he took it for granted that the 
action was necessary, and therefore 
all right. Ex-President Taft was phil- 
osophical about it; he doesn’t suffer 
much from the cold, and he urged that 
everybody should léyally support the 
fuel admini-tration and that the new 
regulations would help to make some 
people realize that we are at war. 

The newspapers mostly speak of the 
matter with disapproval. The Boston 
Globe, Ind., says it’s as if our soldiers 
were in a battle with the Huns and they 
were “ordered not to fire a shot for five 
days in order to save ammunition.” The 
New York Times, Ind., declares that “the 
capture of American cities by the Ger- 
man armies could hardly be more ca- 
lamitous.” (The Times :ray have achance 
to make more intelligent comparisons 
later on.) The New York World, Dem., 
thinks the policy is “the greatest disas- 
ter that has befallen the United States 
in this war.” The Chicago Herald, Ind., 
says it is “a catastrophe which can only 
be justified on the ground that it was 
needed to prevent a still greater catas- 
trophe.” 

Newspaper dispatches from Mentor, 
Ohio, the old Garfie'« home, assert that 
nopody nas any «>a: ‘here except that 
there is a carload stored in the cellars 
of three big empty houses on the Gar- 
field estate. Dr. Garfield says that if 
there is any coal hoarded there, he 
doesn’t know how it got there. 

Some 75,000 retail merchants through- 
out the country, or about one-fifth of 
the whole number, have signed agree- 
ments with the government to sell ev- 
erything at the lowest possible prices 
a not to exact unreasonable profits. 
The government is issuing lists giving 
the fair retail prices for different food- 
stuffs in different local.ties, and those 
dealers that charge more are presum- 
ably “profiteers”. 

Government control of the entire oil 
industry is in sight. The oil concerns 
have done specially well during the 
war and though prices of other things 
have jumped and the supply has been 
short, there have been fair supplies of 
oil and gasoline at reasonable prices 
in most places. 

The oil people no doubt have volun- 
tarily kept prices down for fear that if 
they didn’t do it, the government would 
take the industry over. Dr. Garfield has 
placed M. L. Requa ‘n special charge of 
the oil end of the fuel business, and it 
is likely that before long Uncle Sam 
will take John D. Rockefeller’s job run- 
ning the oil-wagon, and that prices will 
be fixed (which usually means raised) 
and purchases limited. 

Along with the measures for saving 
fuel comes a new order of Food Ad- 
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ministrator Hoover which forbids any- 
one to purchase more than a 30-day 
supply of any foodstuff. The order is 
intended to head off hoarding, and the 
penalty held over the hoarders is $5000 
fine and two years imprisonment. 

Our people have saved nearly 50 mil- 
lion bushels of wheat in the last five 
months, says Mr. Hoover, and now they 
are urged to save 75 to 90 million bush- 
els more, 2s our allies are in dire want 
and we might as well withhold ammuni- 
tion from them as food. They also need 
more meat, and especially more fat, and 
we are asked to curtail our consump- 
tion of those essentials and share them 
with those who afe infinitely worse off 
than we are—people who are right in 
the Hun zone and fighting our battles 
for us. 


NOTES OF CONGRESS. 

Death’s Harvest. Overwork and the rig- 
ors of an unprecedented winter have play- 
ed havoc with the health of senators and 
members lately. Two senators—Senator 

‘rancis G. Newlands of Nevada and Sena- 
tor James H. Brady of Idaho—have died 
during this session. Mr. Newlands was a 
Mississippi man by birth and he did not 
become a citizen of Nevada till the latter 
part of his life. He was an independent, 
far-sighted ‘statesman—one of the hard 
workers of the senate. His successor will 
be chosen by popular vote next November. 
Goy. Boyle has named Charles B. Hender- 
son, a banker and lawyer of Elko, Nev., to 
serve in the interim. Senator Brady was 
born in Pennsylvania and he moved to 
Idaho less than 20 years ago. He soon be- 
came prominent in politics, and was elect- 
ed to the governorship and other offices 
before coming to the senate, On the house 
side, Representative E. R. Bathrick, of 
Akron, O., a Democrat, died just before the 
Holidays. Representative A. P. Gardner of 
Mass., Rep., recently resigned from the 
house to become a major in the army, and 
he has just died from pneumonia. He was 
known as the “Father of Preparedness”, 
as he was the first man in congress to 
urge the need of getting ready to defend 
ourselves. Representatives F. H. LaGuar- 
dia of N. Y., Victor Heintz of Ohio and R. 
C. Johnson of S,. Dak.,—all Republicans 
have been serving in the army some time. 
The pacifists have raised a howl because 
these men are holding both positions and 
“drawing two salaries”, as they charge. 
The fact is that their salaries as represent- 
atives have been suspended. It is against 
the law to draw two federal salaries. 


Uniforms for Officers. Senator Jones of 
Wash. has introduced a bill under which 
the government would supply uniforms 
and outfits for all military officers, the 
same as it now does for enlisted men. Sen- 
ator Jones declared that many officers had 
been deceived by the government ang after 
they had received their ‘commissions they 
discovered that it cost $500 or more to 
pay for an outfit. The government con- 
fessed itself unable to secure outfits for 
the officers, and yet the profiteers had no 
trouble getting them and selling them at 
three prices, he said. 


Billy Sunday Makes Prayer. Billy Sun- 
day the evangelist is holding a series of 
revival meetings in Washington, and one 
day he made the opening prayer in the 
house. For about the first time in history 
the members cheered the prayer, which in- 
cluded a vitriolic denunciation of the Ger- 
mans. Here is one of the things he said: 
“Thou knowest, O Lord, that we are in a 


life and death struggle wi one of the 
most infamous, vile, crazy, avaricious, 
bloodthirsty, sensual and vicious nations 
that has ever disgraced the pages of his- 
tory. Thou knowest that Germany has 
drawn from the eyes of mankind enough 
tears to make another sea; that she has 
drawn blood enough to redden every wave 
of that sea. We pray Thee that Thou wilt 
make bare Thy mighty arm and beat back 
that great pack of wolfish Huns whose 
fangs ooze with gore. We pray Thee that 
the stars in their courses and the winds 
and the waves may fight against them.” 


Land-Lease Bill. The Walsh-Pittman 
mineral land leasing bill, which has been 
pushed in congress for four years, has 
been passed by the senate and it is likely 
to pass the house. It is considered that 
this act will do a great deal for the West, 
by opening up mineral lands. It provides 
for the leasing to approved parties by the 
government of coal, oil, gas, phosphate, 
sodium and other lands, on a royalty basis, 
with the privilege of purchase on stated 
conditions. The plan for government op- 
eration of oil lands to secure oil for the 
navy is to be made the subject of a sepa- 
rate bill. 


Aid for Farm Loans. The government 
farm-loan experiment has struck a snag, 
and a call for help has been sent out. Con- 
gress is asked to authorize the advance of 
$100,000,000 by the treasury to the banks, 
in order to tide them over. The senate 
has passed the bill. One difficulty has been 
that the public is not anxious to invest in 
land-bank securities under existing condi- 
tions. Many of the banks have not real- 
ized the profit expected, as everything was 
going out and nothing coming in. Nor are 
the borrowers satisfied. 


Daylight Saving. Last summer the sen- 
ate passed a bill for “daylight saving”, as 
adopted by most of the warring countries. 
The measure provides for advancing the 
clocks of the nation one hour from the 
last Sunday in April to the last Sunday in 
September. This would make everybody 
get to work an hour earlier than they 
otherwise would; it is camouflage applied 
to getting up. That would give the work- 
ers an extra hour for rest and recreation 
in the latter part of the day. It is likely 
that the bill will become a law in time to 
take effect this year, as President Wilson 
has O.K-ed. it. 


Statue of Buchanan. Fifteen years ago a 
fund of $100,000 was: provided by the will 
of Harriet L. Johnston to be spent for a 
monument to President Buchanan, to be 
erected at Washington. Congress all this 
time has refused to authorize the accept- 
ance of the memorial, and now the time 
limit has only a month to run. Efforts 
are being made to force the matter through. 
However, there is a strong feeling in con- 
gress against such a scheme, aS Buchanan 
is not generally considered to be the model 
of a tactful and patriotic president. He 
will probably have to get along without a 
monument. 


Tax Exemption Recalled. A storm of 
popular disapproval was raised because 
congress, in thinking up ways to tax ev- 
erybody else, had thriftily forgotten to tax 
themselves, Members. were told in plain 
English that if they allowed such an act 
of injustice to stand, they could look for 
trouble in the next campaign. So the house 
hurried and adopted a resolution declar- 
ing that the tax law should apply to sena- 
‘ors and members, and also to the presi- 
uent and the federal judges. This tax ex- 
emption plan has been widely denounced 


and branded as being in the same class as 
the famous, or infamous, “salary grab” of 
1873, which was also repealed after the peo- 
ple had served warning on the legislators. 
Each senator and member will have to pay 
$120 a year tax. 


GOVERNMENT NOTES. 


Four Months for Going to Sleep. Four 
months in jail was the sentence pronounc- 
ed against Axel Janssen, a sailor on a 
trans-atlantic liner, for going to sleep in 
the submarine zone while supposed to be 
on watch. The judge announced that here- 
after the maximum penalty of one year 
would be imposed in such cases. 


May Re-enlist at Higher Pay.- Soldiers 
who have completed four years of active 
service of their seven-year terms may now 
be discharged on condition that they im- 
mediately re-enlist. By doing this they 
become eligible for higher rates of pay. 


Regulations Governing Flour. New reg- 
ulations governing the manufacture of 
flour have been issued to millers through- 
out the country. As set forth by the mill- 
ing division of the federal food admin- 
istration, not more than 264 pounds of 
clean wheat may be used for making a 
barrel of pure flour. From this 100 per 
cent flour not more than five per cent of 
clear or low grade flours may be removed, 
“one of which may be mixed or sold as 
feed”. The remaining 95 per cent must 
not be separated further. Bran may be 
sold at a price per ton not exceeding 38 
per cent of the average cost of wheat to 
the miller, it is stated. Two dollars per 
ton above the price of bran may be charg- 
ed for shorts and middlings, $4 above for 
mixed feeds and not more than $9 above 
for flour middlings. ° 


Punishment Too Light, Says General. 
Gen. Hoyle, former commander of the de- 
partment of the East, contends that the 
punishment meted out to Sergt. Fauteaux 
for failure to give prompt aid to a watch- 
man who was struck and fatally injured by 
a train is far too light. Fateaux, who was 
in charge of an army hospital, failed to re- 
port the case of the injured man and re- 
fused to have him brought into the hos- 
pital. The action of the court-martial was 
to order him publicly reprimanded. 


To Increase U. S. Guards. An order, au- 
thorized by the war department for the 
creation of a force of 25,000 men for guard- 
ing war supplies, has been signed by the 
president. Volunteers between the ages of 
31 and 45 only will be accepted. As far as 
possible, it is stated, the men will be as- 
signed to service near their respective 
homes, 


Privates May Earn Commissions. Gen. 
Pershing has opened a line of advancement 
to privates by which those who show suf- 
ficient ability may become commissioned 
officers. A large training center has been 
established in France which men who have 
earned appointments as non-commissioned 
officers may on recommendation of their 
superiors attend. As soon as their profi- 
ciency is great enough to warrant such 
action they will be assigned to vacancies 
as second lieutenants, it is said. 


Wireless from Philippines. A wireless 
message from the Philippine islands an- 
nouncing that a chain of radio stations ex- 
tending half way round the globe had been 
completed was received at the Arlington, 
Va., station recently. The message was re- 
layed 4,700 miles to Hawaii, thence to the 
Pacific coast and then to Arlington. 
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Repair of Seized German Ships. 


In order to prevent German ships in- 
terned in American ports from being 
of any use to Uncle Sam in event the 
United’ States went to war with Ger- 
many the German government ordered 
their officers and crews to destroy va- 
rious important parts of the machinery 
and otherwise disable and incapacitate 
them. When war was declared and the 
ships were seized by our government 
it was found that the instructions from 
Berlin had been obediently and faith- 
filly carried out. 

The Germans destroyed only such 
parts as could be readily replaced by 
duplicate parts kept at the vessels’ 
respective home ports. Doubtless they 
chuckled and congratulated themselves 
on their wiliness in rendering them 
useless to us and yet not putting them 
long out of German commission in case 
we did not go to war. As the old adage 
has it, however, he laughs best who 
laughs last and in this case Uncle Sam 
is having the last laugh with a ven- 
geance. 

American officers who inspected the 
German vessels after their seizure were 
surprised at the evidences that German 
technical skill in no wise measures up 
to their boastful claims. It was also 
found that marine practices were in 
regular use on the German ships which 
the American navy long ago discarded 
as obsolete. 

When railroad engineers were called 
into consultation as to the best methods 
of repairing the damages wrought by 
the German vandals they all proposed 
electric welding. The naval authori- 
ties were skeptical and their consent 
to use this process was given rather re- 
luctantly. It proved even more success- 
ful, however, than even its enthusiastic 
advocates had expected, for, though the 
machinery was badly damaged, the ves- 
sels were restored as quickly as if noth- 
ing more than necessary overhauling 
had been done. The work was done by 
operators and machines furnished by 
the railroads. 

The ships, as good as when in normal 
use by the Germans, are now all under 
the American flag and with American 
officers and crews are aiding the Unit- 
ed States materially in the prosecution 
of the war against the kaiser and his 
piratical crew. 

Their speedy restoration to a sea- 
worthy condition speaks volumes for 
the efficiency and resourcefulness of 
the railroad experts and the introduc- 
tion of the welding process for accom- 
plishing this purpose promises to effect 
«mportant, far-reaching changés in 
shipbuilding. Ship-builders, apparent- 
ly less progressive than the railroads, 
had never thought of using the electric 
welding process for repairing broken 
parts of cast-iron and other material, 
but from now on the process will 


a 





doubtless be much employed as it will 
obviate the scrapping of many broken 
parts and, best of all, will make it pos- 
sible to repair. machinéry without re- 
moving it from the ship. 


Lathe Turns Aeroplane Propellers. 

A type of lathe which is specially de- 
signed for turning out propellers and 
struts required in the construction of 
various types of aeroplanes has been in- 
stalled in some of the air-craft factories 
in this country, according to Popular 
Mechanics. The machiné which is pic- 
tured herewith produces exact facsim- 
iles of the models used. It will fashion 
both right and left-hand pieces from 
the same model and only a simple ad- 
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justment is necessary to make it turn 
one end or the other of the work or the 
entire piece larger or smaller than the 
model. The machine will work either 
hard or soft wood successfully. 


Auto Idea Six Centuries Old. 


Back in the 13th century, accordiug 
to a Frenchman who has been studying 
the history of the automobile, a Pari- 
sian carriage builder conceived the idea 
of what he called a “horseless carrier”. 
He tried to work out a practical appli- 
cation of his idea but failed. His labors 
however, were not without fruits for 
the scientists and inventors of the day 
were stimulated and though the results 
they obtained were crude and without 
practical value they constituted a be- 
ginning and brought nearer the advent 
of the first successful automobile. 

Joseph Cugnot, 2 French mechanic, in 
1769 produced a wooden car which was 
successfully propelled by steam. Draw- 
ing a piece of artillery it attained a 
speed of a mile in 20 minutes. The in- 
vention was not a very promising one 
and Cugnot, discouraged, abandoned 
the idea. Nevertheless he is regarded 
in France today as the inventor of the 
automobile and a monument honoring 
him as such was erected there a few 
years ago. 

Cugnot’s invention aroused the inter- 
est of other inventors in France and 
England but as none of them succeeded 
the idea of a horseless carriage was 
generally abandoned as a visionary, im- 
practicable scheme. In 1830, however, 
new developments in steam machinery 
brought it again into the minds of in- 





ventors and in the next 50 years im- 
portant details were worked out and 
some promising results obtained. Le- 
noir’s invention of the four-cyele inter- 
nal-combustion engine eliminated a 
number of difficulties and materially 
hastened the production of the first suc- 
cessful self-propelled vehicle. 


Lizard Squirts Blood from Eyes. 

We have about 14 species of horned 
lizards in this country, says a writer 
in Popular Science Monthly, and most 
people still call them “horned toads”. 
Some of their habits are extremely re- 
markable, but none more so than their 
ability to send at will a fine jet of bleod 
from either eye. This fact is very rare- 
ly touched on in literature, and the av- 
erage reader of the life histories of our 
animals has never heard of this re- 
markable habit. 

Blood-squirting is generally indulged 
in when the lizard is laboring under 
certain states of excitement. The at- 
tack comes on suddenly, at a time when 
you have the lizard in your grasp. It 
will suddenly stiffen its neck and throw 
the head upward, as the eyes bulge 
from their sockets. In another second 
you hear a peculiar hissing sound, fol- 
lowed immediately by the finest imag- 
inable jet of pure blood from one or 
the other of its eyes. With such force 
is this squirted that the tiny stream, 
lasting a couple of seconds, may be 
thrown to a distance of fully five feet. 

SCIENTIFIC NOTES. 

Bullets in Circulatory System. The Brit- 
ish medical journal, the Lancet, reports a 
case of a piece of shrapnel being carried 
from a vein in the thigh to the heart and 
tells of a German surgeon who performed 
an autopsy and found a shtl!l fragment in 
the left ventricle. In another case, it says, 
German surgeons found a half-inch shrap- 
nel ball in the right ventricle. The wound 
was in a position such as would have made 
it possible for the ball to enter directly, 
but as no wound in the heart wall and no 
effusion into the pericardium could be 
found the surgeons concluded that the 
ball had entered the heart - indirectly, 
through the vena cava. Dr. Jaffe, a German 
surgeon, reports having found a rifle bul- 
let in the right ventricle, carried there in 
the blood stream. 


Finds Growth Stimulant. Dr. T. B. Rob- 
ertson of the University of California has 
discovered a substance, called tethelin, by 
means of which the growth of bodily tis- 
sue can be controlled. Surgeons, it is said, 
find the substance which is obtained from 
one of the lobes of the pituitary body, sit- 
uated at the base of the brain and long 
believed to be concerned with the regula- 
tion of nutrition, to be of considerable 
value in healing obstinate wounds. Dr. 
Robertson has patented his discovery and 
assigned the rights to the university, all 
revenues from its sale and use to go to an 
endowment for medical research. 


Short Gestation Period. A French jour- 
nal reports the case of 4 mare which foal- 
ed after only 233 days of pregnancy, 54 
days less than the minimum period of ges- 
tation for horses as previously reeorded. 
The foal which was well enough developed 
to live weighed 128 pounds. The epidermis 
of the feet was found incomplete at birth 
but it grew quite rapidly during the first 
few days of life. 
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RUSSIA. 


Violence and Disorder prevail in 
many parts of the country. Burglaries, 
robberies and murders are numerous 
and there are no authorities to whom 
appeal can be made for protection of 
life and property. In many cases there 
are acute shortages of foodstuffs and 
ihis condition is being aggravated by 
ihe disorganized condition of the trans- 
portation systems and by the looting of 
irains by soldiers and peasants. 

At Odessa sailors from the camp of 
the bolsheviki attacked and killed 60 
naval officers, including several admi- 
yals. Most of the victims of this whole- 
sale butchery were members of a com- 
tittee which several years ago, under 
the ezar’s regime, inquired into the re- 
bellious sailors’ revolutionary union 


‘ and condemned a number to death and 


many others to exile. 

At Kilia soldiers and resident roughs 
looted business establishments and 
dwelling houses and then poured over 
them quantities of oil and gasoline— 
obtained several days before, appar- 
ently for that very purpose—and then 
set them on fire. The population fled in 
terror. The fact that the headquarters 
of the extremists in the town were not 
molested is regarded as significant. 

The bolsheviki government, reports 
say, is about to decree the cancellation 
of the Russian national debt, repudiat- 
ing all loans and treasury bonds held 
by foreigners either in Russia or abroad 
as well as atl such securities held by 
Russians who have a capital in excess 
of 10,000 rubles (about $5,000). All pay- 
ments of dividends by private compa- 
nies have been suspended and, pending 
the issuance of ordinances dealing with 
the further nationalization of produc- 
tion and the determination of the 
amount of interest payable by private 
companies, transactions in stocks have 
been forbidden. 





The Don District, comprising some 
63,000 square miles of the lower basin 
of the Don river in southeastern Rus- 
sia, has been declared a republic with 
Gen. Kaledines as president and prime 
minister. A majority of the cossacks 
and other people of the district are re- 
ported to be grouping themselves 
around the military government under 
Gen. Kaledines whose aim is to con- 
solidate democratic power in the dis- 
trict rather than to fight the bolsheviki. 
Gens, Alexieff, Korniloff, Denikine and 
Erdelli, on the other hand, would make 
the Don the center of an active cam- 
paign against all extremists. 





Would Raise Army. As a reply to 
German peace proposals Ensign Kry- 
lenko, commander-in-chief under the 
bolsheviki regime, a short time ago 
called for volunteers for a Russian ar- 
my. In his appeal he accused American 
and French financiers of lending mon- 


ey to provide Kaledines with war mate- 
rials. A new army must be formed, he 
said, with the red guard as a nucleus 
and subject to rigorous revolutionary 
discipline, to take the place of the old 
army which is exhausted. 





New Elections are provided for in a 
decree recently issued by the bolsheviki 
authorities at Petrograd, It is proposed 
to replace members of the constituent 
assembly who are regarded as not rep- 
resenting the interests of the workmen 
and peasants. This probably will delay 
the meeting of the constituent assembly 
which the Kerensky government ar- 
ranged for, to decide on the future form 
of the country’s political institutions. 





President Wilson’s Recent Message to 
congress, outlining America’s war aims, 
which was given in full to the Russian 
press was declared by U. S. Ambassador 
Francis in a statement to the Russian 
people to be the best New Year greeting 
he could give them from the American 
people. (The Russian New Year occurs 
13 days later than ours, namely Jan. 14). 
The ambassador declared that the mes- 
sage expresses clearly America’s friend- 
ship for Russiagy He also gave warning 
ihat the hard-earned freedom of the 

{ussian people is jeopardized by nego- 
tiations for a separate peace and that if 
Prussia dominates their country their 
liberty and the fruits of the revolution 
will be sacrificed. 





At the Brest-Litovsk Conference a 
few days ago the Russian delegates in- 
sisted on the immediate repatriation of 
deported Poles and Lithuanians, de- 
claring this to be of the utmost import- 
ance in the question of self-determina- 
tion. The Russians also demanded that 
all Bohemians and other persons arrest- 
ed by the Teutonic governments for 
their connection with pacifist propa- 
ganda be released. The German dele- 
gates parried these demands with the 
argument that they involved questions 
of internal policy which could not be 
discussed in the peace parleys. 


Col. Judson Recalled. Reports say 
that the American government has re- 
called Lieut. Col. Judson, military at- 
tache at the American embassy in Pet- 
rograd. Several weeks ago Col. Judson 
was credited with having issued a 
warning to the Russians that if the bol- 
sheviki remained in power American 
supplies would be shut off, a warning 
for which the state department at 
Washington disclaimed responsibility. 








Defied Mob with Gun. According to 
the account of C. R. Crane, head of the 
American mission to Russia, U. S. Am- 
bassador Francis, on being warned by 
Petrograd authorities several months 
ago that a mob was about to descend 
on the embassy to protest against the 
execution in the United States of one 





Mooney, suspected of a dynamite out- 
rage in San Francisco, armed himself 
with a revolver, instead of running 
away from the embassy as guests beg- 
ged him to do, and met the mob at the 
door. The leader announced that the 
mob proposed to “elean out” the embas- 
sy in retaliation for the hanging of 
Mooney. “No you are not,” replied the 
ambassador. “This is American soil 
and I will kill the first man that crosses 
the line.” The warning was heeded 
and the mob finally dispersed. 


Would Try Ex-Czar. The executive 
committee of the peasants’ deputies has 
passed a resolution urging the removal 
of Nicholas Romanoff and his family 
from Tobolsk to Petrograd or Kron- 
stadt and asking that they be placed on 
trial before a revolutionary tribunal. 





Elect Commander. Sailors of the 
transport flotilla in the Black and Azov 
seas have chosen by election a new 
commander, a sailor named Popoff. 


ITALY. 


Everybody Drafted. The government 
has requisitioned the entire civilian 
population for war purposes. All per- 
sons unable to bear arms are to be as- 
signed to work on farms or in indus- 
tries essential to the prosecution of the 
war. The government will meet the 
costs of implements, seed and fertilizer 
and until the crops are harvested will 
pay the expenses of those cultivating 
the soil. The authorities have requisi- 
tioned every bit of tillable land and 
will redistribute it equally among all 
the people. The farmers will be given 
scientific instruction and the govern- 
ment will insist on intensified and high- 
ly specialized farming. Measures will 
be taken to make sure that products are 
diverted so that they will be of the 
maximum value in carrying on the war. 





Hun Treatment of Prisoners. Men, 
women and children in Italian territory 
conquered by the Austro-Germans are 
required to work in the fields from four 
o’clock in the morning until eight 
o’clock at night, seven days a week. 
Men who disobey are subjected to spe- 
cial surveillance during working hours 
and six months’ imprisonment after 
harvest. Disobedient women are to be 
exiled, obliged to work after the har- 
vest and imprisoned for six months. 
Juvenile violators of the Teutonic regu- 
lations are punished by beating and 
lazy workmen may be given 20 lashes 
daily. Many Italian prisoners have been 
assigned to military work under the 
fire of Italian guns. 


Aero Goes High. I Lieut. Brachpapa, 
an Italian army flier and a pilot, some 
time ago rose to a height of over 23,000 
feet in an Italian airplane, attaining 
this altitude in 65 minutes. An altitude 
of over 25,700 feet was claimed by a 
German flier in 1914 and a British flier 
in 1916 went up more than 23,620 feet. 


Baseballs Held Useless. Italian cus 
toms authorities have held up the im 
portation of baseballs and bats, holding 
them to be “useless toys” and therefore 
prohibited by the law against the im- 
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portation of all luxuries and unneces- 
sary articles. The Americans in the 
country who have bought up all the 
baseball goods on the market hope to 
have such equipment exempted on the 
ground that basebali is necessary to the 
maintenance of their health. 


GREECE. 


The Day in Greece will begin at mid- 
night and the hours will be numbered 
from one up to 24, the adoption of the 
24-hour time system having been order- 
ed. This will make the transportation 
schedules correspond with those of the 
Italian and other continental systems, 
The 24-hour day is to be used by the 
railroads, the postal system, the tele- 
graphs, the army, the navy, the steam- 
ship companies, etc, 








Officers Dismissed. Because they re- 
jected the overtures made to them by 
the present regime and persisted in pro- 
claiming their conviction that Germany 
will ultimately win the war and that 
King Constantine will be reinstated on 
the throne of Greece, more than 400 
officers of the army have been dismiss- 
ed from the service and removed from 
the capital. 

——A____. 


GUATEMALA. 
The Earthquakes which wrought 
such havoc in Guatemala City have con- 
tinued but reports say that they have 


. diminished in their force since Jan. 3. 


The committee of the American Red 
Cross early set about relief work and 
assistance came soon from British Hon- 
duras, Ke West and New Orleans. 


some 4,000 U. S. army tents were pro- 
vided and these proved of great value 
in Sheltering victims of the disaster 

A San Francisco -woman who wa 
present when the first shock o rred 
and for several days thereafte 
that the San Francisco earthquake and 
fire were trivial in comparison with 
the Guatemala City catastrophe. Earth- 


quakes oceurred almost continually af- 
ter the first shock, she says. 


PORTO RICO. 

German Paper Seized. Because it pub- 
lished libelous articles against Presi- 
dent Wilson and Premier Lloyd George 
of England the government a short time 
ago seized Neuva Era, the last of the 
German papers published in Costa Rica. 


GERMANY. 


People Talking Peace. A number of 
Serbian prisoners who escaped from 
Germany a short time ago report that 
the people everywhere in the country 
are talking about peace but talking in 
whispers_ because they fear being ar- 
rested or sent to the front. They had 
been promised peace by Christmas and 
are keenly disappointed at the non-ful- 
fillment of this promise. 

Adult Germans are not starving, the 
Serbians say, but the food shortage is 
so serious that mortality among chifl- 
dren is very great. A large part of the 
juvenile population has been sent to 
Holland or distributed in the villages in 
the hope that they may fare better than 
if they remained at home. Acorns and 









rye are fried «».J the liquid is drunk as 
a substitute for coffee. Every kind of 
artifice and trick is resorted to to 
evade the regulations and obtain larger 
allowances of food than are prescribed 
by the authorities. 

All of the metal money was with- 
drawn some time ago and small stamps 
were issued as substitutes. Those who 
tried to hold onto their metal money 
have gained nothing by so doing as 
such money has been pronounced ille- 
gal tender and those having it in their 
possession have been prosecuted. 





Food Prices High. According to in- 
formation received by the U. S. food ad- 
ministration some time ago, Berliners 
have to pay $2.25 a pound for butter, 
56 cents a pound for sugar, $2.11 a 
pound for ham or bacon and $1.12 for 
five bars of American soap. 





Socialists Arrested. More than 300 
German minority socialists were ar- 
rested in a single “drive” by the mili- 
tary authorities a few weeks ago. Lead- 
ers of the minority socialists in the 
reichstag have persistently criticized 
the government and have opposed the 
program of unrestricted - submarine 
warfare, various acts and policies of 
the German diplomats and the prolong- 
ation of the war to satisfy the ambi- 
tions of the imperialists. 

Cologne Bell Sacrificed. On New 
Year’s eve the great bell of Cologne 
cathedral, known as Maria Gloriosa, 
rang out its farewell peals. Shortly af- 
ter the last sounds had died away work- 
men set about its destruction. The bell 
which was cast from French guns cap- 
tured in 1870 weighed 56 tons. Its met- 
al will be used in making war muni- 
tior 

The shortage of Fuel in Germany is 
indicated by an advertisement inserted 
in one of the newspapers by Frau Wag- 
ner, widow of the composer. In this 
notice she requested her friends not to 
call to congratulate her on the occasion 
of her 80th birthday as there was no 
coal for heating her house. 


An Inland Waterway. One of Ger- 
many’s ambitions is to build an inland 
waterway for large boats from the 
Black sea to the Rhine and the French 
river systems and to the Elbe and water 
systems of northern Germany. The ob- 
ject of such a transportation system of 
eourse is to provide for the most ad- 
vantageous trade exchanges between 
Germany and Austria-Hungary and be- 
tween Germany and Turkey and the 
Balkan states. 

Spies’ Training Begins Early. In the 
past fwo generations the German gov- 
ernment has spared no pains in build- 
ing up its complex spy system, accord- 
ing to an Englishman who has made a 
study of German spies in France. “A 
spy,” he says, “is not taken at haphaz- 
ard and asked to undertake difficult and 


, hazardous work. Years before his em- 


ployment, when quite a boy, the spy is 
sent to ea foreign country in order to at 
rid of his German accent and, if pos- 





sible, his Teutonic appearance and man- 
ners. He is helped to learn a trade or 
profession and is exhorted to make 
himself efficient in his business, fit to 
compete successfully with the foreign- 
er on his own soil, so as to make his 
services indispensible. He seeks par- 
ticularly to get in touch with govern- 
ment departments or with the finan- 
cial, theatrical or journalistic world.” 


AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 


Children Lack Food. More than 500 
pale and suffering children seven to 
nine years old from Vienna and other 
Austrian towns were taken to Switzer- 
land a short time ago to be distributed 
among various places in order that 
their health may be restored by good 
food, supplied in quantities requirtd 
by their bodies. The clothing of the 
children who had come from homes 
that were without heat is described as 
most scanty. For months, it is said, 
they had had no milk and they had been 
compelled to get along on reduced al- 
lowances of inferior bread with the re- 
sult that they were suffering from 
stomach diseases. 

Following. an announcement by the 
authorities in Vienna that 500 Serbian 
pigs would be put on sale at 75 cents a 
pound more than 20,000 citizens assem- 
bled in the intense cold outside the 
market on New Year’s eve, many stand- 
ing in line all night. In the morning 
the waiting crowd became impatient 
and broke into the market where many 
were wounded in a scramble to get 
some of the meat. When the pigs were 
all gone, the report says, the crowd 
marched through the streets denounc- 
ing both the municipal and the i 
perial authorities. 


SWEDEN. 
Unprecedented Cold Weather is re- 
ported from various places in the north 
of Sweden of late. At Asele the mer- 
cury dropped more than 70° below 
zero, F., and other places report tem- 
peratures of from 63° to 67° below. 


PHILIPPINES. 


New Head ot Government Road. Man- 
uel Quezon. president of the Philippine 
senate, bas been elected president of 
the government-owned Manila railroad, 
succeeding E. E. Reed. Profits of $400,- 
000 for the first year of government 
ownership of the road are shown in the 
report .i (be cvticing president. This 
is not as tavorable as it looks, how- 
ever, as “overhead charges” are not 
considered in figuring government 
profits. 





HOW IT HAPPENED. 

Two young employees of a florist in 
Philadelphia, who are supposed to be varie 
ously employed in the rear of the estab. 
lishment while the boss looks after things 
in the front, were recently startled by the 
appearance of the “old man” while they 
were engrossed in a game of checkers. 

The proprietor was justly indignant. 
“How is it,” he demanded, “that | hardly 
ever find you fellows at work when I come 
out here?” : 

“I know,” volunteered one of the youths; 
“it’s on account of those rubber heels you 
insist on wearing.”—Grit. 
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\LITTLE STORIES FROM REAL LIFE 


Odd: and Picturesque Items from Here and There 


%,. Intended ‘to Amuse Rather Than to 


— 


Instruct 


eM < 





| Amateur Balloonist Enjoyed Ascent. 


Though he had never had any experi- 
ence as an aeronaut, Leon Phillips had 
been engaged to make a balloon ascen- 
sion»and parachute drop at Atlantic 
City:- While the big gas bag was being 
inflated, Johnny Mack, professional bal- 
loonist, went carefully over all the 
ropes and gear to make sure that every- 
thing was in readiness for the trip up- 
ward, He examined and inspected with 
special thoroughness and care the 
valves and the device for cutting the 
parachute loose. 

Mack had carefully instructed the 
youthful aeronaut as to just what he 
was to do and how he should do it, 
placing particular stress on the most 
important details. He pointed out a 
small cannon which he had placed on 
the ground near by and told Phillips 
that when he heard it fired he would 
understand that to be the signal for 
him to cut loose and descend as grace- 
fully as possible to the earth. 

When the balloon, filled and distend-. 
ed with hot gas, tugged and strained 
to be free and soar upward, Phillips, 
following instructions, settled himself 
in the aeronaut’s seat, everything was 
hurriedly examined again and Mack re- 
peated his directions to the boy as to 
cutting loose when the cannon was 
fired, 

The signal to “let her go” was given 
and the great bag, suddenly unleashed, 
bounded gracefully upward, carrying 
in tow young Phillips, swinging and 
gesticulating gaily to the watchers be- 
low. Up, up it soared, gradually di- 
minishing in size until, with its passen- 
ger, it suggested a mass of downy gos- 
samer web floating with its spinner 
suspended below it through the sun- 
shine of a September day. 

Mack fired the cannon. He kept his 
eyes fastened intently on the young 
aeronaut but could make out no move 
on his part. The balloon remained 
steady. in its course, going higher and 
higher and drifting slowly before an 
air current which it had encountered 
high above the earth. The parachute 
from which young Phillips was sus- 
pended showed no signs of parting 
company with the balloon but contin- 
ued to follow along in its wake. 

The anxious balloonist on the ground 
was at a loss to understand why Phil- 
lips had not released the parachute and 
himself and started his descent as he 
had been directed. When several min- 
utes had elapsed and still the parachute 
remained with the balloon Mack -be- 
came greatly alarmed. Could the lad 
have lost his nerve.so that he was un- 
able to pull the cord when the time 
came? ‘Had he fainted or had he for- 
gotten everything that had been told 
him in connection with ballooning? 
Though a seasoned, experienced bal- 


loonist, a cold fear gripped him and he 
had a horrible premonition that his 
career as a balloonist was about to be 
marked by a grim tragedy; his imag- 
ination pictured young Phillips falling 
and being dashed to death. 

The spectators, sensing something 
wrong, held their breaths, apprehensive 
that an awful thing was about to hap- 
pen and yet unable to withdraw their 
gaze from the balloon and its passen- 
ger, now little more than a tiny speck 
in the region of clouds. 

Finally the balloon was seen to be 
tipping. A short time later the watch- 
ers saw an atom that they knew to be 
the aeronaut shoot earthward, the para- 
chute streaming after him like the tail 
of a comet until, caught by the rush of 
air against its folds, it opened and be- 
gan floating slowly downward. 

Those who looked on felt greatly re- 
lieved at this sight but within a short 
time it was realized that Phillips was 
coming down in the ocean instead of on 
terra firma and this brought a new ap- 
prehension and dread for it was feared 
that he would become entangled in the 
rigging and drown before help could 
get to him. 

He struck the water about a mile 


from shore. Luckily he escaped getting . 


fouled with the ropes and with the aid 
of the life preserver which he wore was 
able to keep afloat until a boat hurried- 
ly made ready and sent out from the 
shore reached him and took him aboard. 

Phillips explained that he had enjoy- 
ed the sensation of going up so much 
that instead of ‘cutting loose when the 
‘annon was fired as he had been di- 
rected he decided to stay with the bal- 
loon and go-higher. There is no tell- 
ing how much longer he would have 








DELAYS IN THE MAILS. 


Complaints continue to come as to 
the non-receipt or late delivery of Path- 
finders. The publishers wish to say 
again that these failures are not due 
to any neglect of theirs; they are mail- 
ing all papers the same as usual, but it 
must be remembered that war opera- 
tions have the right of way everywhere 
now and that all mails will be subject 
more or less to delays. Uncle Sam’s 
mail men and postmasters are over- 
worked; they are called on to do more 
work than in peace times and do it 
with less help; many trains have been 
entirely taken off and others are run- 
ning late. Often the usual mail con- 
nections are missed. Nobody is to 
blame; it is simply one of the war con- 
ditions.. Subscribers will please be pa- 
tient and adjust themselves to the ne- 
cessities of the case. Where delays and 
miscarriages are due to faulty address- 
es, etc., we are glad to remedy them, 
but we are powerless beyond that. 
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stuck or how much higher he would 
have gone if the big gas bag had not 
begun to lose its buoyancy and to tip 
over. When he noted this the lad de- 
cided it was time to start downward 
and accordingly he lost no time in 
pulling the cord that released the para- 
chute. 


FIND THE ERRORS. 


Note: Following are a few samples of ev- 
eryday English composition, culled from 
various sources. Students of English will 
be interested in noting the errors contain- 
ed in them.—Editors. 

Chicago Examiner.—To tell the truth, I 
would of very much liked to have eaten 
those biscuit. 


National War Savings Committee.—This 
committee desires to place before you their 
problems and their plans. 


Newspaper Article—Some of it is made 
of mica and some of soapstone. Both ap- 
pear to be equally good. 


F. P. Walsh, chairman of the recent U. 
S. Commission on Industrial Relations.— 
“Bloody Balfour” in the exercize of his 
autocracy in Ireland put to death more 
Irish patriots than any man of his time. 


Congressman Tanner.—Does not the gen- 
tleman believe thats when we give this 
money for the prosecution of this war, un- 
derstanding it shall be used by the nations 
in the prosecution of the war, that we 
should say that that money should be loan- 
ed to them for that purpose and none 
other? 


Heading in Washington Herald.—Stallion 
Rode by Chieftain to Be Shown at San 
Antonio. 


Milwaukee News.—Forcibie addresses 
were delivered to the jury for the state 
by Attorneys Clark and Lueck. 


THE WAY I FOUGHT. 


I am not bound to win life’s fame, I am 
not charged to reach a goal; 

It is not told that victory alone shall con- 
secrate the soul. 

Not all the great men come to wealth, not 
all the noble men succeed, 

The glory of a life is not the record of one 
daring deed; 

And if I serve a purpose true, and keep my 
course, though tempest-tossed, 

It shall not matter in the end, whether I 
won iny fight or lost. 


I was not ordered at my birth to come to 
death possessing gold; 

No stern command was given me that rich- 
es must be mine to hold. 

The reason for my life is hid, I shall not 
solve the mystery here, 

And even what is victory for mortal man 
is far from clear; 

But this I know, when comes the end and 
all my toiling here is done, 

The way I fought will count fo: nore than 
all the goals I may have won. 


If only victory were good, and only riches 
proved men’s worth, 

Then only men of strength would live, and 
brutes alone would rule the earth; 

Then striving for a lofty goal and failing 
to succeed were sin, 

And men would lie and cheat and steal, and 
stoop to anything to win. 

But there are greater goals than gold, and 
finer virtues than success, 

And how I’ve fought shall count for more 
than what I’ve managed to possess. 
—Edgar A. Guest, in American Boy 
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Winter Wheat Short. Estimates of the 
amount of winter wheat to be harvested 
next year are revealed to be less than was 
hoped for. Various causes, including the 
dry weather, the late harvest of other 
crops and the shortage of help, tended to 
bring this condition about. Over 47,000,000 
acres of winter wheat was the mark set for 
the farmers to plant; a canvass last month 
shows that about 42,170,000 were sown. 
This is a record acreage in this country 
but its condition is reported as unpromis- 
ing. 





Wilson 61 Years Old. Dec. 28 marked 
President Wilson’s 61st birthday. No spe- 
cial ceremony honoring the event took 
place but a national issue—the control by 
the government of the entire railroad sys- 
tem of the country—had its beginning on 
that date. The president spent part of the 
day playing golf. 


Dealers Punished. Instances are being 
brought to light in which dealers in food- 
stuffs are violating the food administra- 
tion’s rules against profiteering. H. Bor- 
rak, a New York merchant, was arrested 
for hoarding sugar. It -was found that he 
had 60 barrels on hand which he refused 
to sell at the market price. Herman Dwor- 
kis and Goldberg and Cohen, New York 
dealers, were found guilty of overcharging 
customers for sugar and their stores were 
closed. Lester Brothers, wholesale food 
dealers at Newport News, Va., had their 
license withdrawn for permitting potatoes 
and onions to rot rather than handle them 
at a loss. 





Favors Educators’ Meeting. Reports cir- 
culated throughout the country had it that 
the annual meeting of the National Edu- 
cation Association at Pittsburgh next June 
was a part of German propaganda and that 
the government intended to suppress it. 
To ascertain more fully the government’s 
attitude a letter was sent by the associa- 
tion to President Wilson asking him if the 
meeting was objectional. The president re- 
plied that he saw no reason for its being 
interfered with. 





Dopes Bees to Make Them Steal. A story 
has been going the rounds to the effect that 
a New Jersey man fed his bees whisky to 
make them steal honey from his neighbors, 
The theory was that a drunken bee loses 
its morals the same as does an intoxicated 
man and instead of making its own honey 
it prefers to steal it. The Guide to Nature 
declares that the story is ridiculous. “This 
is the sort of fool-stuff that would tend to 
drive even a prohibitionist to drink,” it 
says. “It would, if he knows and appreci- 
ates the honey-bee. There are plenty of 
interesting things to be said about honey- 
bees without concocting such trash as this, 
as there are many arguments in favor of 
prohibition, or at least in favor of tem- 
perance.” 





Sold Love Powders. Postoffice officials 
caused the arrest of a certain Francis 
Brown, of Baltimore, for alleged misuse of 
the mails. It was found that the “profess- 
or” had been advertising and selling “mag- 
ic powders” which he guaranteed would 
cure persons suffering from disappoint- 
ment in love. 


Funds for Palestine. The committee of 
the American funds for Jewish war suffer- 
ers has set aside $300,000 to be used for 
general relief work in Palestine. The sum 





—“ 


of $185,000 was also sent: by the state de- 
partment to the American consul at Alex- 
andria, Egypt. It is estimated that about 
100,000 people in Jerusalem are in want of 
food and other supplies. 


Adds to Relief Fund. To meet the in- 
creased demands made on the Rockefeller 
Foundation for various forms of war work, 
John D. Rockefeller has increased the cap- 
ital of the foundation 35,500,000. Last year 
over 35,000,000 of the fund’s principal was 
expended, in addition to the income, in 
giving aid to the Red Cross and the Y. M. 
C. A. and in meeting other needs arising 
as results of the war. The expenditure of 
another $5,000,000 of the principal was au- 
thorized by the directors of the foundation 
but the recent contribution from Mr. Rock- 
efeller will make this unnecessary, it is be- 
lieved. 








Intense Cold Reported. The recent cold 
wave which swept over the Atlantic sea- 
board caused thermometers in some parts 
of the country to fall to record points. Un- 
official reports from Glen Falls, N. Y., stat- 
ed that the temperature fell to 60 degrees 
below zero. Boston reported the coldest 
weather in 50 years. The ice on the Hud- 
son river, near Piermont, N. Y., froze so 
thick that a battalion of soldiers was able 
to march across it over the same route that 
Gen. Washington’s troops took on their re- 
treat after the battle of White Plains. In 
southwest Virginia the mercury stood 20 
below; it was said to be the coldest weather 
since 1893. The suffering throughout the 
country was accentuated by the scarcity of 
fuel; in some cities police and fire sta- 
tions were thrown open to those who were 
without any. 





Wins Case Before Supreme Court. Form- 
er Justice Charles E. Hughes appeared be- 
fore the U. S. supreme court recently as an 
attorney, pleading the case of a man who 
refused to pay taxes on stock dividends. 
The court decided that stock dividends are 
exempt. It was the first time Mr. Hughes 
has appeared before the high tribunal since 
he resigned to accept the Republican can- 
didacy for president. 





Allows Car Removed. The railroad war 
board’s order forbidding railroads to haul 
private passenger cars in interstate com- 
merce held up a minstrel show at Wheeling, 
W. Va. en route to an Ohio town. There 
were 51 people in the troupe. The head of 
the show hurried to Washington and in- 
terviewed Director General McAdoo, who 
was persuaded to stretch the order a point 
—allowing that the car was not a luxurious 
coach such as the order was intended to 
hit. The car was forthwith attached to a 
train which landed it at its destiriation in 
time to fill an engagemen‘. 





Calendars Scarce. People are finding it 
exceedingly difficult to obtain calendars 
this year. Almost no business houses are 
issuing them and publishing houses which 
formerly printed thousands have not re- 
ceived a single order. The high cost of 
white paper is the main reason for the 
shortage, it is said. 


Gen. Wood Gets Another Title. The citi- 
zens of Kansas have conferred on Maj. Gen. 
Wood the title of “citizen extraordinary” 
as a mark of their esteem. Gen. Wood al- 
ready had quite a lengthy string of appel- 
latives. Several titles and letters were won 
in Indian service and as chief of staff of 
the 'U. S. army. From Harvard college he 





received the degree of doctor of medicine 
and eight colleges, Harvard, Williams, Cor- 
nell, Pennsylvania, Princeton, Columbia, 
Suwanee and the University of Georgia, 
conferred on him the degree of doctor of 
laws. 





White Mice Needed. The Red Cross has 
issued a call for white mice to be used in 
treating soldiers suffering from pneumonia. 
There have been so many cases of pneumo- 
nia that the stock of white mice in the base 
hospitals at the different cantonments has 
been exhausted, it is said. Efforts are beirg 
made to get them anywhere in the United 
States or in Canada. 


Rebate Checks to Red Cross. When the 
Twentieth Century limited train, which 
runs between Chicago and New York, ar- 
rived at the latter city the other day 13 
hours late the Atlantic coast military relief 
division of the Red Cross was $1150 richer. 
says the Springfield Republican. This spe- 
cial fare train refunds %1 for every hour 
that it is late, and on this occasion all the 
passengers except four agreed to pool their 
rebate checks for this good purpose. A 
telegram was sent ahead to the Red Cross 
chapter and a representative met the train 
and received the money. 





Record Output of Petroleum. Over 341,- 
800,000 barrels of petroleum were produced 
and marketed in the United States last 
year, the geological survey announces, but 
even this record output was insufficient to 
meet the demand. About 21,000,000 barrels 
of oil held in storage had to be drawn on. 





Theaters Give Nearly $100,000. Friday, 
Dec. 7, was Red Cross theatrical day. All 
the proceeds taken in by vaudeville thea- 
ters on that day went to the Red Cross. 
When the receipts were added up it was 
found that $96,200 had been realized, 


Coal Production Increases. The geologic- 
al survey estimates the 1917 bituminous 
coal production to be about 544,000,000 
tons. Though this is some 6,000,000 tons 
less than had been predicted, it is still 
about 42,000,000 tons over the 1916 yield. 
December’s production, which was the 
smallest of any month since last April. 
would have been greater, it is believed, had 
there been no car shortage. 





Swindles Bond Buyers. Elmer Dwiggins, 
of New York, was arrested some time ago 
on a charge of using the mails to defraud. 
When confronted with the testimony he 
pleaded guilty and was sentenced to the 
Atlanta penitentiary for three years. It was 
found that about 7,000 investors in Liberty 
bonds who had bought on the partial pay- 
ment plan had been swindled. 





Sugar Seized. Lew Watson, manager of 
a Paterson, N. J., theater, bought 375 
pounds of sugar from a local grocer with 
the intention of giving it away on a cer- 
tain night to his patrons. Federal food 
authorities heard of the matter and an 
order was immediately issued directing 
Watson to sell the sugar to the city for 
distribution to the poor. A charge of 
hoarding was also brought against the gro- 
cer. 





Catholic Organization Praised. Gen. 
Pershing has announced his approval of the 
field service work of the Knights of Colum- 
bus among the American troops in France. 
Not only should the organization’s endeav- 
ors be supported because of the good work 
it is doing, Gen. Pershing believes, but Ger- 
many should be made to know that Amer- 
ica is receiving the hearty support of her 
Catholic citizens. it 
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A CHAPTER ON PUNS 


By Theodore Hook 


(Theodore Hook, English journalist, 
was born 1788, died 1841. He possessed 
a keen sense of humor and his friends 
knew himas a confirmed practical joker. 
Though his name has a permanent 
place among those of writers whose 
work has contributed to the enrich- 
ment of English literature, his literary 
work, consisting of several farces and 
comic operas—some of which were suc- 
cessfully produced before he had at- 
tained his. 20th year—a number of nov- 
els and other writings, is well-nigh un- 


-known to American readers. He was a 


master punster as his humorous and 
somewhat satirical “Chapter on Puns”, 
reprinted below for readers of the 
Pathfinder, testifies.—Editors.) 


There is one class of people, who, 
with a depravity of appetite not ex- 
celled by that of the celebrated Anna 
Maria Schurman, who rejoiced in eat- 
ing spiders, thirst after puns. If you 
falt in with these, you have no re- 
source but to indulge them to their 
heart’s content; but in order to rescue 
yourself from the imputation of be- 
lieving punning to be wit, quote the 
definition of Swift, and be, like him, as 
inveterate a punster as you possibly 
can, immediately after resting every- 
thing, and hazarding all, upon the prin- 
ciple that the worse the pun the better. 

In order to be prepared for this sort 
of punic war—for the disorder is pro- 
vocative and epidemic—the moment 
any one gentleman or lady has, as they 
say in Scotland, “let a pun”, everybody 
else in the room who can or cannot do 
the same sets to work to endeavor to 
emulate the example. From that pe- 
riod all rational conversation is at an 
end, and a jargon of nonsense succeeds 
which lasts till the announcement of 
coffee or supper or the carriage puts a 
happy termination to the riot. 

Addison says, “One may say of a pun, 
as the countryman described his night- 
ingale that it is vox et praeterea nihil, 
a sound and nothing but a sound”; and 
in another place he tells us that “the 
greatest authors in their most serious 
works make frequent use of puns; the 
sermons of Bishop Andrews and the 
tragedies of Shakespeare are full of 
them; if a sinner was punned into re- 
pentance as in the latter, nothing is 


‘more unusual than to see a hero weep- 


ing and grumbling for a dozen lines 
together ;” but he also says “It is indeed 
impossible fo kill a weed which the 
soil has a natural disposition to pro- 
duce. ‘The seeds of punning are in the 
minds of all men, and though they may 
be subdued by reason, reflection and 
good scnse, they will be very apt to 
shoot up in the greatest genius that is 
not broken and cultivated by the rules 
of art.” 

Here is something like a justification 
of the enormity; and, as the pupil is to 
mix in all societies, he may as well be 
prepared. 

Puns may be divided into different 
classes; they may be made in different 


ways, introduced by passing circum- 
stances, or by references to bygone 
events; they may be thrown in anec- 
dotically, or conundrumwise, 

It is to be observed that feeling or 
pity or commiseration of grief are not 
to stand in the way of a pun—that per- 
sonal defects are to be made available 
and that sense, so as the sound answers, 
has nothing to do with the business. 

If a man is pathetically describing 
the funeral of his mother or sister or 
wife, it is quite allo able to call it 
a “blackburying party” or to talk of a 
“fit of coffin”; a weeping relative strug- 
gling to conceal his grief may be lik- 
ened to a commander of “private tears”; 
throw in a joke about the phrase of 
“funerals performed” and a re-hearsal, 
and wind up with the anagram real- 
fun, funeral. 

I give this instance first in order to 
explain that nothing, however solemn 
the subject, is to stand in the way of a 
pun, 

It is allowable when you have run a 
subject dry in English to hitch in a bit 
of any other language that may sound 
to your liking. For instance, on a fish- 
ing party you say that fishing is out 
of your line; yet, if you did not keep 
the boat afloat you would deserve a 
rod; and if anybody affects to find fault 
with your joke exclaim, “Oh, vous 
bete”. There you have the line, rod, 
float and bait ready to your hand. 

Call two noodles from the city in a 
punt, endeavoring to catch small fry, 











Welcome to Our Trial 
Subscribers 


If you are receiving the Pathfinder on 
trial for 13 weeks, we hope you will find 
that the paper stands the test, week by 
week, and that it is something which 
you will want te have permanently. 
The Pathfinder depends for its growth 
on “delivering the goods”, rather than 
on superficial appearances or claims. It 
tells its own story, and. you are the 
judge. Please note that if yours is a 13 
weeks trial order the expiration of your 
subscription is indicated by the num- 
ber on your address-label. This num- 
refers to the serial number of the Path- 
finder, which is on the front page of 
each issue. For example if the number 
on your label is 1257, this means that 
your subscription will end with the is- 
sue that bears that number, which will 
be February 2. With that issue we will 
stop sending you the paper unless you 
have it renewed. Kindly keep track of 
your subscription and if you like the 
paper be sure to let us have your re- 
newal in good time, so you will not miss 
any issues. Postage and correspondence 
are now extra costly and in the interest 
of conservation we ask you to co-oper- 
ate in this way and send in your re- 








newal without waiting for us to invite 
you by special letter. Secure the yearly 
subscriptions of two of your friends and 
send to us with $2.00, and we will re- 
new your subscription for one year free. 
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“East Angles”; or, if you please, ob- 
serve that “the punters are losing the 
fish”, “catching nothing but a cold”, or 
that “the fish are too deep for them.” 
Call the Thames a “tidy” river, but say 
that you prefer the Isis in hot weather. 

Personal deformities or constitution- 
al calamities are always to be laid hold 
of. If anybody tells you that a dear 
friend has lost his sight observe that 
it will make him more hospitable than 
ever since now he would be glad to see 
anybody. 

If a clergyman breaks his leg, remark 
that he is no longer a clergyman, but a 
lame man. If a poet is seized with apo- 
plexy, affect to disbelieve it although 
you know it to be true, in order to say: 


Poeta nascitur non fit; 


and then to carry the joke one step 
farther, add, “that it is not a fit subject 
for a jest.” 

A man falling into a tan-pit you may 
call “sinking in the sublime”; a climb- 
ing boy suffocated in a chimney meets 
with a sootable death; and a pretty 
girl having caught the smallpox is to 
be much pitted. 

On the subject of the ear and its de- 
fects, talk first of something in which 
a cow sticks and then by telling the 
story of the man who, having taken 
great pains to explain something to his 
companion, at last got in a rage at his 
apparent stupidity and_ exclaimed, 
“Why, my dear sir, don’t you compre- 
hend? The thing is as plain as “A, B, 
C.” “I dare say it is”, said the other, 
“but I am D, E, F.” 

It may be as well to give the begin- 
ner something of a notion of the use 
he may make of the most ordinary 
words for the purpose of quibbleism. 
For instance, in the way of observa- 
tion: The loss of a hat is always felt; 
if you don’t like sugar you can lump it; 


- a glazier is a panes-taking man; candles 


are burned because wick-ed things al- 
ways come to light; a lady who takes 
you home from a party is kind in her 
carriage and you say, “Nunc est riden- 
dum” when you step into it; if it happen 
to be a chariot sh. is a charitable per- 
son; birds’-nests and king-killing are 
synonymous because they are high 
trees on; a bill for building a bridge 
should be sanctioned by the Court of 
Arches as well as the House of Piers; 
when a man is dull he goes to the sea- 
side to Brighton; a Cockney lover, 
when sentimental, should live in high 
Hoburn; the greatest fibber is the man 
most to re-lie upon; a dean expecting 
a bishopric looks for lawn; a sui-cide 
kills pigs and not himself; a butcher 
is a gross man, but a fig seller is a 
grocer; Joshua never had a father or 
mother because he was the son of a 
Nun; your grandmother and _ great- 
grandmother were your aunt’s sisters; 
a leg of mutton is better than heaven 
because nothing is better than heaven 
and a leg of mutton is better than noth- 
ing. 

Races are matters of course; an ass 
never can be a horse, although he may 
be a mayor; The venerable Bede was 
the mothér of Pearl; a baker makes 
bread when he knedds it;-a doctor can- 
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not be a doctor all at once because he 
comes to it by degrees; a man hanged at 
Newgate has taken a drop too much; 
The bridle day is that on which a man 
leads a woman to the halter. Never 
mind the aspirate; in punning all’s fair. 

Puns interrogatory are at times ser- 
viceable. You meet a man carrying a 
hare: ask him if it is his own hare or 
a wig?—there you stump him. Why is 
Parliament street like a compendium? 
Because it goes to a bridge. Why is a 
man murdering his mother in a garret 
a worthy person? Because he is above 
committing a crime. Instances of this 
kind are innumerable; if you want 
to render your question particularly 
pointed, you are, after asking it once or 
twice, to say “D’ye give it up?”—then 
favor your friends with the solution. 

Puns scientific are effective whenever 
a scientific man or men are in company, 
because in the first place they invari- 
ably hate puns, especially those which 
are capable of being twisted into jokes 
which have no possible relation to the 
science of which the words to be joked 
upon are terias; and because in the next 
place dear, laughing girls who are wise 
enough not to be sages will love you 
for. disturbing the self-satisfaction of 
the philosophers and raising a laugh 
or titter at their expense. 

Where there are three or four geol- 
ogists of the party, if they talk of their 
scientific tours made to collect speci- 
mens, call the old ones “ninny-ham- 
mers,’ and the young ones “chips of the 
old block”; and then inform them that 
the claret is the best specimen of 
quartz in the world. 

If you fall in with a botanist who is 
holding forth, talk of the quarrels of 
the flowers and the sequel to the loves 
of the plants and say they decide their 
differences with pistols. 

In short, sacrifice everything to the 
pursuit of punning and in the course 
of time you will acquire such a reputa- 
tion for waggery that the whole com- 
pany will burst into an immoderate fit 
of laughing if you ask the servants for 
bread or say “No” to the offer of a 
cutlet. 


@{’ NERSPAPER VIEWS Ys) 


St. Louis Republic—In this matter of 
taking over the railroads the government 
has embarked upon a tremendous experi- 
ment. Assuming that congress will back 
the president’s action with the necessary 
legislation, there will still remain the ne- 
cessity for the greatest display of execu- 
tive talent éver demanded in this country 
to carry the experiment forward success- 
fully. The genius of the American people 
for overcoming difficulties is well known. 
The bigger the problem the better we like 
it. 








Anaconda Standard.—The American ex- 
perts who are studying poison gas should 
suffer no shortage of material for experi- 
mental purposes as long as Senator La Fol- 
lette is belching. 





Utica Globe.—A corollary, the dictionary 
says, is an obvious consequence. The gov- 


ernment has taken up the operation of the 
railroads of the United States. 


The corol- 





lary is the operation of the coal mines. It 
is such an obvious consequence that it 
seems almost superfluous to suggest it. 





St. Louis Globe-Democrat.—An optimist 
is one who reads eagerly about senate in- 
quiries into the shortage of necessities. 





Dallas News.—And it may get so that a 
patch on your trousers will be regarded as 
a thrift stamp. 





New York World.—By the terms of the 
Bolshevik-German armistice agreement the 
Rssians quit and the Germans do the rest. 


Binghamton Press——The bolsheviki seem 
to be the rope that Russia’s using to hang 
herself with. 








Grit—Turkey also is negotiating for 
peace with Russia—an exhibition of Tur- 
key-Trotzky. 





Houston Post.—If we judge by their con- 
duct, somebody has injected a mighty poor 
grade of maxims in the Russian Maximal- 
ists. 





Chicago Herald.—Judging from the ca- 
bles, the British are fighting clear over the 
Old Testament and also over a large part 
of the new one. 

Troy Record.—Turkey’s part in the war 
seems to be to furnish geography for the 
British. 


New York Sun.—Fifteen Newark youths 
enlisted in the navy to avenge the death of 
a chum lost on the Jacob Jones. The ratio 
ought to interest German mathematicians. 


St. Louis Post-Dispatch—Of 53 Zeppelins 
put into commission at the beginning of 
the war, 35 have been destroyed. The oth- 
ers are still killing a baby now and then 
in some unfortified town. 


Detroit Free Press—The chief hindrance 
to government efficiency as usual is that 
little old government contract. 





Chicago Daily News——Messrs. Postpone, 
Procrastinate, and Delay are three promi- 
nent agents of Prussia in the United States. 








FLOYD Cook 
Beacon, lowa 


ST ART nice littie business your 


own; six valuable formulas 





Wanted—Railway Mail Clerks. 
ple examination questions free. 
Dept. L-156, Rochester, N. Y. 


SELL YOUR PROPERTY quickly for cash, no matter 
where ocated, particulars free. 

REAL ESTATE SALESMAN CO., Dept. 15, LI 
POETS—AUTHORS: Poems are wanted suitable for 
® musical setting. For best offer 
submit mss. to Needham Music Co., D-168, St. Louis, Mo. 
List--We neatly print 100 Business Size Enve- 
lopes for 35c, 250 for 75c. Prepaid. Any copy. 
Kendall’ ndee, New York 


SPECIAL! 
* 

> '- 
LADIES TO SEW 3022" f° 25, 


Good pay; 
nice work; no canvassing; send stamped envelope for prices paid. 
applications filed on partial payment 


he 5 a. 
eh Send — free booklet. Milo 


PATENT 2222 cnras 


Cee Wostinanen, D.C. Established 1864 


WE PAY $100 MONTHLY SALARY 

and furnish rig goes = mses to introduce 

Searewees a, oul stock powders. 
716. SPRINGFIELD, ILL. 


leading to degrees 
from old residen- 
tia l college. 


EEE A. w., 6935 Stewart Ave., CHICAGO 


FALSE TEETH WANTED 
We pay up to $10 per set. No matterif broken. Check 
sent by return mail. G. F. Dove, » Va. 
$25 to $300 fon sores rtonsnes Ce 
plete outline sent FREE to any address, 


ANYONE Write, PRODUCERS LEAGUE 


506, St. Louis. Mo. 


$75 month. Sam- 
Franklin Institute, 





5 - 








To get your name on Our Satisfied Customers 
































foe) FREE 
BARGAIN BOOK . # 

we DollarBook 

See ET, Our latest Bar- 

2 ao gain Book of fur- 

= niture is now ready. 


iy) 


It pictures an enor- 
ous collection of 
lovelythings for the 
home at half usual 
Prices. i page is 
nearly twice as big 
as any other cata- 
log. enews agreat 
many things in ac- 
tual colors. ny 
are sold on 

Itisfree to you mo 


Sa ities Before You Buy 


‘Just t tell us what you want and we will loan it 
to you for awhole month on free trial. If you 
don’t like anything, just pack it back to us. 


Take Your Time to Pay 
We open your account when we send you our book. 
We give you home thi immediately 

pay for them as you use and enjey them. W.: 
vent fer our becuane Jon send Us enty omell gust 
the bill as you get your money 


Prices Like Memories 
Our present stocks were bought many months 
ol ee quantity islimited, When they a are gone we wil 
ype - ices e are printing only enough 
catalogs to sel. lout these stocks. PGet your poten pow. 


SPIEGEL, MAY, STERN CO, 
943 W. 35th St., Chicago 


*“URIC ACID 
NEVER CAUSED 
RHEUMATISM” 


I WANT to prove it to your satisfac- 
tion. If you have Rheumatism or 
Neuritis, acute or chronie—no matter 
what your condition — write to-day 
for Ey FREE BOOK on “RHEUMA.~ 
TISM—Iits Cause and Cure.” Thou- 
sands call it *‘The most wonderful 
book ever written.” Don’t send @ 
stamp—it’s ABSOLUTELY FREE. 
¥YESSE A. CASE 
Dept. 113, Brockton, Mass. 


SERVICE FLAGS 


With 1, 2 or 3 stars--2x3 feet, 60c ; 2 1-2x4 feet, 
80c; 3x5 feet $1.00. Catalog of larger sizes 
and silk service banners mailed. 


U.S. FLAGS =" Dog Bunting 


will outwear wool, 
With Embroidered Stars--4xé6 feet, $4.00; 
5x8 feet, $5.50; 6x10 feet, $7.00. Sewed stars-« 





























| ' jon 


i HAN : 


8x12 feet, $20. All flags fast colors. Via insured parcel post, prepaid. 


Louis Fink & Sons, Good Flags, 55 N. 7th St. Phila. Pa. 





208 TYPEWRITERS AT 





«. DEARBORN aac hy COMPANY 
Dept. N-3 Chicago, Ilinois 








tee Shoe 23 a 








rundown 
you need my SYSTEM TONIC. Menand 
women everywhere are regain.ng good 


= health Grong this powerf: | vitalizing Ton- 


If you are thin, weak, nervous, 




















TOBACCO OR SNUCF HABIT CURED by 
SUPERBA COMPANY .6 Y, Baltimore, Md 
FLAG STICKERS *° Be patriotic. Show your col- 


2 ic. A free trial will convince you of the merits 
of this new life discovery. Send for your sample 
| 2 ae on Send 3 cents for mailing, etc. 

harmless remedy. Guaranteed. Sent 
on trial. Ifit cures, costs you $1.00. 
WE COMMERCIALIZE 
> —_ ntions and patents 
ash aud royalty basis. 
For use on letters por 
ete. 50. for 15 cents. NEWK 


DR. THEO. BECK, Dayton, Ohic. Dept. A. 
Hit fails, cost: nothing 
Adam Fisher Mfg. Co., 2168 Railway Gachangs, <1 Lcals, Mo. (Estab. 1898) 
tal acka 
NOVELTY é0., 619 3rd St., N.E., Washington, D.C, 












































ate iat pees 


ae 


OT OY PY 
tase ge ES +. ath, Seat 


























EDITORIAL 
Seah emeds ee 


Ea Ta et cera 





























RUSSIA’S OBSOLETE CALENDAR. 


EVOLUTIONARY Russia has re- 
R formed her spelling, and the next 

thing she should do is to reform 
her calendar. it is an astounding thing 
that Russia should have clung‘to the old 
Julian calendar, which made the year 
about 11 minutes longer than it really 
is—a discrepancy which adds up into 
a day lost in every 128 years. All the 
rest of the Christian world adopted the 
Gregorian calendar centuries ago, but 
Russia has stubbornly refused to give 
up the error, until now she is 13 days 
behind time. 

Now that she is free, she will be com- 
pelled to give up this reactionary atti- 
tude and adjust her time reckoning to 
the rest of the world and to the facts. 
_ The main reason why Russia has stuck 
to the old calendar is that the Russian 
churcb. is an outgrowth of the Eastern 
Catholic church, and there was a pow- 
erful prejudice against the Gregorian 
calendar because Gregory was a Roman 
Catholic pope. For that matter Protes- 
tant Europe was also foolishly slow in 
adopting the Gregorian correction, on 
account of similar prejudice, but it had 
to come to it. 

The case shows how people and na- 
tions will allow their religious bigotry 
to stand in the way of their acceptance 
of truth and to hamper them even in 
the most practical things of life. It is 
difficult at first to see how religious 


prejudice could have anything to do 


with the calendar, but the fact that 
Gregory was the head of the Catholic 
church was sufficient, in the eyes of the 
anti-Catholics, to condemn his calen- 
dar even though it represented indis- 
putable scientific truth. 

Churches have always found it diffi- 
cult to deal with scientific facts as they 
have developed, and Pope Gregory must 
have been a masterful and courageous 
man to have decreed so revolutionary 
a thing as a change in the calendar 
which called for the dropping of 11 
whole days, at that time, from the reck- 
oning. Indeed the people of those days 
were so angry at the change that they 
accused the religious authorities of 
“stealing” the 11 days from them. They 
understood nothing of science and they 
regarded the reform as a plot against 
them, just as the rabble today declare 
the war to be a scheme of the capital- 
ists, for the enslavement of the common 
people. 

In the Russia of the czars, the church 
was a dominant part of the government, 
but the new Russia will without doubt 
abolish this church control. A special 
reason is that the revolution is largely 
in the hands of Jewish leaders, and 
they not only are under no obligation 
to the Russian theocracy but they have 
a long score to settle with it on account 
of the persecution they have received 
under its sway. 

So as soon as they can get around 
to it, we may expect to see the Russians 
reform their calendar and bring it up 
to date. It is absurd that Christmas in 


Russia should be Jan. 7 and New Year’s 
Jan. 14, The proposition has a symbolic 
side to it for it would be silly for 
the Russians to set out to reform every- 
thing else of the old order and leave 
this most flagrant of all anachronisms 
to remain. 

The French revolutionists not only 
reformed their calendar but they adopt- 
ed a totally new system of reckoning 
in which the sacred seven-day week 
was abolished and a 10-day period sub- 
stituted, and in which even the names 
of the months were changes. However, 
they returned to the prevailing system 
after a short trial of this monstrosity in 
time systems, 

The Russians have patterned their 
revolution largely after the French revy- 
olution and it is to be expected that 
they will show their power and exer- 
cize it by reforming everything that 
offers any inducement. Some of the 
things they do will be genuine improve- 
ments, but others will not stand the 
test of time. The quick transformation 
of a great nation like Russia from a me- 
dieval into a modern nation is a colos- 
sal work. Every step of progress will 
be hard-earned there, the same as ev- 
erywhere else. Neither peace nor pros- 
perity nor freedom can be created by 
mere talk or by resolutions of commit- 
tees, or even by laws. 

q 
ERMANY and Russia are making a 
pair of spectacles of themselves 
over the “separate peace” matter. 


¢ 


LONG with our meatless, wheatless 


and heatless days, we might also. 


well have a few cheatless ones. 
q 

OOD-SAVING campaign would have 

been more of a success if the presi- 
dent hadn’t picked a man for food ad- 
ministrator who appeared so well fed. 
If Mr. Hoover will put on a more lean 
and hungry look, it will help some. 

q 
OPE springs eternal in the human 
breast, and the advent of the nurs- 

ery catalogs and seed advertisements 
early in the new year always makes 
people more eager than ever to plant 
things, no matter how many failures 
they may have made before. Last year 
was a record-breaking garden year, and 
this year will far surpass last. As one 
learned editor said last year, it is the 
duty of every citizen to “cultivate ev- 
ery acre, no matter how small.” Don’t 
blame the trusts or the war or the gov- 
ernment if you have to go hungry; get 
busy and raise a large part of your 
food supply; don’t depend on others. 


N the halcyon days before the war it 

was the ambition of everyone to burn 
coal. The woodbox had become a rare 
bird, if not altogether extinct. Now the 
enforced shortage of cdal is making 
people go back to wood for fuel, and 
many are finding that they like it bet- 
ter than coal. It is a fact that a family 
with a wood stove can have a quick 


fire and get comfortable while families 
with hot-air, hot-water, steam or vapor 
heat are shivering and waiting for their 
costly apparatus to get to working. 
Now the woodlot is being drafted and 
it must do its bit. It is a good time to 
use up all surplus wood for fuel. There 
are vast quantities of wood in the coun- 
try which would have no commercial 
value but which can be turned to good 
use. Wielding the ax is one of the best 
exercizes known, and the crosscut saw 
and bucksaw are health-givers. One of 
the main rewards for burning wood as 
fuel is that the ashes are of very high 
value as fertilizer. This is the case es- 
pecially now, when they can supply 
the potash which is the element we are 
chiefly short on. Every shovelful of 
wood ashes should be carefully saved, 
under cover—not scattered or left out 
and allowed to leach’and go to waste. 
Coal ashes have very little fertilizing 
value, but they are beneficial on some 
kinds of soils, to aid in mechanically 
lightening them. If sifted, the fine part 
is good on the garden, and the coarse 
parts and clinkers make good road 
material. 
q 


HARLES BROWN of Victor, Colo., 

writes us that he believes he has 
discovered “an almost perpetual mo- 
tion”, in the form of a wave or surf 
motor. His idea is to have a series of 
floats anchored off shore and have them 
connected up with mechanism so that 
the rise and fall of these floats, as a re- 
sult of the wave action, would furnish 
power. Mr. Brown says he thinks the 
Pathfinder “judges inventors too harsh- 
ly” when it discourages perpetual-mo- 
tion and similar propositions. He says 
he can invent things but he lacks the 
money to “build even a small surf mill.” 
It is lucky for him that he does lack 
this money, for if he had it he would 
certainly waste it, and also his time. 
Thousands of inventors have proposed 
to get power from the action of the 
waves—and it is a significant fact that 
most of them live far inland and have 
never had experience with the way old 
ocean can rise up out of its bed and 
smash the flimsy works of man. Many 
such inventors have even put money 
into such experiments, but the result 
has not been encouraging. It is obvious 
of course that there is power running 
to waste in the ocean waves, and also in 
the tides, but experience has shown 
that the amount of power which can 
be derived is not sufficient, in propor- 
tion to the capital to be invested, to 
make it a paying proposition. If other 
sources of power should be exhausted, 
then inventors would turn to the ocean 
as one new source of power. Our ad- 
vice to inventors is not to waste time 
or money on ideas which have already 
been covered a thousand times by other 
inventors. This would include such 
things as complicated spring tires as 
substitutes for pneumatic, pipe-wrench- 
es, nut-locks, train couplers, fire-es- 
capes, etc. If an inventor is in earnest 
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and really wants to accomplish some- 
thing, he should first make a study of 
what the patent-office calls “the state of 
the art”; that is, he should find out 
what has already been invented, pat- 
ented or tried out along that same line 
before. Then he can judge intelligent- 
ly whether it will pay him to devote his 
time and money to the subject. Copies 
of existing patents on any particular 
subject can be secured for a ‘small cash 
outlay, through any patent attorney. 
Those who proceed to make some revo- 
lutionary invention without having this 
basic knowledge of the subject stand 
about as much chance of scoring a suc- 
cess as a hunter would have of bringing 
down a wild duck by pointing his gun 
skyward, shutting his eyes and blindly 
blazing away. 


q 


ESLIE’S WEEKLY remarks that the 

war can’t last for another year, as 
“it is too terribly exhausting.” It would 
be fine indeed if you could draw any 
such conclusion, but you can’t. Before 
the war started at all, most people de- 
clared positively that such a war was 
impossible, as it would be too exhaust- 
ing—but the impossible happened. Dur- 
ing the first year of the war many ob- 
servers declared that it couldn’t last 
more than a few months, as it was too 
exhausting, but it has now lasted well 
into the fourth year, and the fact that 
it is so exhausting has nothing to do 
with its duration. As a matter of fact, 
it is not nearly so exhausting a& is gen- 
erally assumed. Much of the so-called 
exhaustion is really beneficial. Millions 
of flabby youths who never would have 
amounted to anything have been turned 
into real men, Millions of women who 
never thought of much but dress have 
been forced to devote themselves to 
helping their fellow-beings. Millions 
of citizens who saw little in life but eat- 
ing, drinking and dollar-chasing have 
turned to the production of things that 
the world needs. Thousands of lives 
are being lost, and other thousands of 
fighters are being maimed, but it is bet- 
ter to wear out in useful service than 
to rust out in supine inaction or go 
down into degeneracy and oblivion. 
The nation is girding itself for the fray, 
and the release of energy that is going 
on is really constructive and upbuilding 
rather than exhausting. The recupera- 
tive powers of man are marvelous; with 
the energy that is being mobilized by 
the war it will not take long, after 
peace is secured, to repair the damage 
that has been done—and then the world 
will move forward at a pace it never 
knew before. The healthy worker is 


“exhausted” on Saturday night after a 
long week’s work, but that doesn’t 
mean that his strength is gone; on the 
contrary the powers he has exercized 
make him all the stronger and he will 
tackle the next week’s work with re- 
newed determination. You can’t as- 
sume that because the war is so ex- 
hausting its end is drawing near. The 
allies are just getting their second wind 


g 

ARRIED men stand shock much 
better than unmarried; they are 
less nervous and excitable, said Dr. J. 
T. MacCurdy of the medical corps at a 
meeting of doctors in Boston. It would 
be interesting to know whether this is 
because married men have had their 
nervousness taken out of them by do- 
mestic trial and discipline, or whether 
it is because the normal, well-poised 
man tends to marry while the excitable 
and “jumpy” one tends to shun matri- 
mony, just as a nervous horse will shy 
at anything unusual. Probably the truth 
is that marriage, being natural, is both 
a cause and a result of normality, while 
celibacy, being the unnatural condition 
is both a provocative and an index of 

a self-control that is below par. 

q 

WIFT & CO., the Chicago meat pack- 
ers, report a profit of 35 per cent 
for 1917. The concern is properly nam- 

ed, for 35 per cent is going some. 


“now. 


q 

Sagem keep asking the Pathfind- 

er to “give list of 10 greatest books 
of the year”, “mention the 10 greatest 
American poets”, “decide which presi- 
dent was greater, Washington-or Lin- 
coln”, etc. We will not attempt to an- 
swer such questions. The greatness of 
human beings cannot be measured by 
any foot-rule process, and any siate- 
ment which assumes to decide who are 
greatest in any field must be based on 
personal opinion. If we were to name 
the 10 American poets that we consider 
the greatest, probably eight or nine of 
them would be ones you never even 
heard of. -Under the old pedagogical 
practice, it was the accepted thing to 
pick out the five greatest generals, 10 
greatest novelists, 10 greatest poets, five 
greatest. inventors, etc., and dwell on 
those, to the exclusion of all others. 
This resulted in the unwarranted mag- 
nification of the deeds of a few “great- 
est”, while the equally worthy achieve- 
ments of thousands of other were 
slighted and forgotten. The moralists 
have found that humanity is not divid- 
ed into two plainly distinguished flocks, 
the sheep and the goats, but that there 


is some good and some evil in all of us. 
So also truth compels us to say that 
poets and others who do things in the 
great world are not divided into dis- 
tinct classes in which the great are vis- 
ibly separated from the small; nor are 
they all rated by “marks” like pupils 
in school. A schoolteacher can say how 
his pupils rank, for he has absolute 
power to mark those pupils according 
to his own individual views, but in the 
great outside world there is no such es- 
tablished authority which can say dog- 
matically who are the greatest, or how 
they compare in greatness. So many 
thousands of men and women are do- 
ing great things in this 20th century 
that it would be an injustice to pick 
out any arbitrary number and say they 
were the greatest. 
q 

APAN has her Mikado—but the Unit- 

ed States has its McAdoo. Remark- 
able parallel. 

q 


DITORS of Pathfinder have received 

Midwinter edition of Los Angeles 
Times with letter from the publishers 
saying this copy is “for your personal 
perusal.”- As the edition is 100 pages, 
more or less, and consists of several 
acres of reading matter, we shall have 
to forego the “personal perusal” of it. 
Los Angeles must have an idea that 
Eastern editors have nothing to do but 
“peruse” write-ups of California. Of 
course we are all willing to concede 
that California has the only real cli- 
mate in the world, the only real or- 
anges, prunes, grapes and fleas; every- 
body will have to go there in self-de- 
fense, to live and die, but meantime we 
don’t like to read too much about Cali- 
fornia’s paradisaic attractions for it 
tends to make us peevish. It is irritat- 
ing to find that Los Angeles people are 
complaining of the mid-day heat when 
dhe rest of the country.is having an arc- 
tic winter. 

¢ 


NCLE SAM had over five billions of 

money in circulation at the begin- 
ning of the year 1918. This gives every 
man, woman and child in the country 
$48.76. If someone will hand us our 
$48 they can keep the 76 cents and no 
questions asked. The per capita cir- 
culation has increased almost 25 per 
cent in the last year. This corresponds 
pretty closely to the general average 
of increase of prices. It shows that the 
more our money is diluted, the higher 
prices must be expected to rise. Watch 
how things go in the days that are 
coming and you will learn some ele- 
mentary lessons about finance. 





THE PATHFINDER IS ISSUED EVERY WEEK 
SUBSCRIPTION TERMS AND DIRECTIONS. 
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To Foreign Countries . . «. »« « « «+ « « « « $2.00 
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Changes of Address. Subscribers must give old as well as 
new address. This is very important, for we cannot find 
your name without the old address. If you do not get your 
paper regularly or promptly notify us. We supply missing 
numbers free 1f requested in time. 

Renewals, When renewing always sta hat your sub- 
scription is a renewal, and if your address has changed, give 
former address. We receipt new subscriptions by starting 
the papes, and renewal subscriptions by changing the ad- 
dress label: 





irations. Your subscription expires with last issue of 
month given on your address label. For instance Dec. "16 
indicates subscription expires with last issue of December, 
1916. Subscription blank inclosed in your paper indicates 
subscription has expired. We earnestly urge you to renew 
your subscription promptly. 

Disconti We find that many of our subscribers 
prefer not to have their subscriptions interrupted and their 
files broken in case they fail to remit before expiration. 
Hence, by author of the U. S. Postoffice Depar.ment, we 
can extend reasonable credit when necessary, and all sub- 
scribers are expected to notify us to stop the paper if it is no 
longer desired. 

We make them sometimes, If you have cause 
for complaint try to write us patiently. We will do our part. 
Give us credit for the intention to dealfairly. Address 

Pathfinder Publis! 


“7 » Be we 


THE PATHFINDER PUBLISHING COMPANY 
W. Va. Ave. and Dougias St., Washington, D.C. 


David S. Barry, President. Percy M. Bailey, Sec.-Mgr. 
George D. Mitchell, Managing Editor. 


Our Platform. The aim of this paper is to give busy, 
earnest people a digest of all the really important develop- 
ments in world-progress in condensed, clean and orderly, yet 
sprightly and entertainingform. We carefully exclude pri- 
vate opinions from the news pages, stating simply the facts 
as they are found. The editorial comment is written more 
from the personal point of view, but “with malice toward 
none and charity for all’’—never with the idea offorcing 
conclusions on our friends, but rather of stimulating thought 
and discussion on living topics. We have no axes to grind, 
no schemes to boost—no interests but yours to safeguard, 
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UKULELE, GUITAR, HAWAIIAN GUITAR OR CORNET 
We have a wonderful new system of teaching note music by mail. 
To first pupilein.each locality, we'll give a $20 superb Violin, Man- 
dolin, Ukulele, Guitar, Hawaiian Guitar or Cornet absolutely free. 
Very small charge for lessons “yw expense, We guarantee success 
orno charge. Complete outfit free. Write at once—no obligation. 
Slingeriand School of Music, Dept. 65, Chicago, itt 


Debates and Orations 








Essays and orations, about 1,000 words; debates 
on either side of any subject, about 1,500 word® 
one dollar each. Addresses for all occasions pre- 
pared to order. All work done by college graduates. 
Satisfaction guaranteed or money refunded. Sub- 
jects for debates, essays and orations, free. 
Columbian information Bureau, Washington, D. C. 


TEACHERS WANTED! 


Try the U. S. government clerical examina- 
tions soon to be held throughout the coun- 
try. Thousands wanted. Salary $1200 to 
$1800. Write Franklin Institute, Dept. L88, 
Rochester, N. Y., forfreelist positionsopen. 


PLANT A WAR GARDEN 


“IF YOU CANNOT FIGHT, FEED A SOLDIER” 
Plant our Choice Iowa Seeds. Reduce your living cost 
and produce food for the nation. Our eatalog tells you 
how. It is free. Write for it my, 2 Address 

WA SEED co., Dept. P. F., Moines, lowa 


WRITE for newspapers and magazines. Correspon- 


FOR dents and story writers make big money 
Copyright book telling oP FREE by 


ines on » cnepest. Press Reporting Syn- 
PAY ics 460 Times Bidg., St. Louis, Mo. 


RATI ONS LECTURES, ESSAYS, DEBATES 
9 Special Articles, Speeches, etc., pre- 

pared for all occasions. Original 
accurate writings that ring true. 500 words $1 
Ephraim Buchwald, Dep. A, 113 East 129th St., New York 
EBATES ORATIONS and Srecial papers for all o® 
9 casions prepared by college and university 
graduates. 600 words $1; 1200 $2; any subject. Debate out- 


lines, both affirmative and negative $4, either SOc. Satisiac- 
tion guaranteed. Literary Bureau, St. Marys, Ga. 























Ask about the Pathfinder’s unique $10 life sub- 
ecription, money back at any time, proposition. This 
is a real offer the provident man will appreciate. 














QUESTION BOX }f 


Under this head questions which are of general 
interest are answered. We cannot undertake to 
answer merely personal and private questions, or 
questions of local laws, or the points of grammar, 
or lists of examination questions, or sectarian re- 
ligious questions; or give addresses of millionaires 
or work problems for readers or look up material 
for essays, or find a market for old coins. Nor 
can we furnish information by Special letter or agree 
to publish it ‘in next issue,” or within a stated 
time, nor should readers expect us to answer ques- 
tions which are covered in dictionaries and ordinary 
reference books. Questions of general and genuine 
interest however we are glad to attend to.—Editors. 


Government Publications on Alcohol. 

Ques. Please name any booklets the gov- 
ernment may have published on the man- 
ufacture of wood alcohol.—Ans. By-Prod- 
ucts of the Lumber Industry, price 10 
cents; Peat as a Source of Industrial Alco- 
hol, price five cents; Denatured Alcohol, 
price 20 cents. These are for sale by Su- 
perintendent of Documents, Government 
Printing Office, Washington, D. C. Send 
money, not stamps. 











Hawaiians, Porto Ricans and Filipinos. 

Ques. 1. Can citizens of dependencies of 
the U. S., like Hawaii, Porto Rico and the 
Philippines, who come to the U. S. to re- 
side either temporarily or permanently be 
considered full American citizens without 
having been naturalized?—Ans. Hawaiians 
and Porto Ricans are considered American 
citizens; Filipinos are not. Ques. 2. Can 
such people vote in the U. S.?—Ans. De- 
pends on state laws. 





Garrister is Quartzite. 
Ques. What is garrister?—Ans. Same as 
quartzite, metamorphosed sandstone; call- 
ed also quartz-rock. 





The President’s Salary. 

Ques. Please give exact date when the 
president’s salary was increased to $75,000 
a year—Ans. Bill authorizing change was 
passed March 4, 1909. Measure was passed 
March 4, 1907, providing $25,000 a year for 
president’s trayeling expenses. In addi- 
tion to this he receives $160,000 for clerk 
hire and White House expenses, making 
his total income $260,000 annually. 


The Gear of a Bicycle. 

Ques. Please tell me how to find the 
gear of a bicycle and explain what is meant 
by “gear”’.—Ans. Divide number of teeth 
on large sprocket by number on small 
sprocket on hub of rear wheel. Multiply 
result by diameter of rear wheel in inches. 
Thus, suppose there are 24 teeth on large 
sprocket, eight on small sprocket is 28 
inches in diameter, 24+8—3; 3 28—84, 
gear of bicycle. This means that machine 
is sent as far with each turn of pedals as 
would be case if rear wheel were 84 inches 
in diameter and had pedals directly at- 
tached to its axis as they were in early 
days of bicycle. 


Governments of the World. 

Ques. Please give the number of differ- 
ent governments and classify them as. to 
form.—Ans. There are 57 independent and 
three quasi-independent governments. Ab- 
solute -menarchies are given as follows: 
Abyssinia, Afghanistan, Morocco, Siam, 
Oman and Monaco; limited monarchies, 
Albania, Austria-Hungary, Belgium, Bhu- 
tan, British empire, Bulgaria, Denmark, 
German empire, Greece, Italy, Japan, Liech- 
tenstein, Luxemburg, Montenegro, Nepal, 
Netherlands, Norway, Persia, Rumania, Ser- 
bia, Spain, Sweden and Turkey; republics, 
Andorra, Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, 
China, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Ecua- 





dor, France, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, 


Liberia, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Para- 
guay, Peru, Portugal, Russia (unsettled), 
Salvador, San Marino, Santa Domingo, 
Switzerland, United States, Uruguay and 
Venezuela. 





John Q. Adams 2nd. 


Ques. Who was the John Quincy Adams 
who in 1872 was candidate for vice-presi- 
dent of the U. S. on the Democratic ticket 
with Charles O’Connor, candidate for pres- 
ident?—Ans. He-.was son of Charles F. 
Adams of Boston who was son of John Q. 
Adams, sixth president of U. S. Second 
John Q. Adams was born 1833, died 1894. 


Passports for Foreigners. 


Ques. Is a citizen of a foreign newtral 
country, now in the United States, required 
to secure a passport if he desires to return 
to his own country? If so where must he 
apply for it?—Ans. Must have passport. 
Apply to nearest consul of his country in 
asa 








Books for the Blind. 


Ques. Does the government maintain a 
circulating library for the blind?—Ans. 
Books for the blind may be obtained from 
the Library of Congress at Washington. 
Application should be made through libra- 
rian of nearest public library who may 
obtain books desired on payment of car- 
riage charges. 





Pyramids of Egypt. 

Ques. Please teil me something about 
the pyramids of Egypt.—Ans. Construct- 
ed principally of limestone, quarried from 
near-by hills. Facing consisting of great 
slabs and blocks of granite was placed on 
outside to make structures more durable. 
These, it is believed, were obtained from 
quarries at great distance from site of 
pyramids. There has heen considerable 
speculation as to how builders were able 
to quarry, transport and elevate to proper 
places such huge, heavy pieces of stone as 
were used. These pyramids are supposed 
to date from period between 3000 B. C. and 
2300 B. C. and to have been designed 
chiefly as burial places for Egyptian kings. 
Great pyramid reared above tomb of Che- 
ops, second king of fourth dynasty, orig- 
inally stood over 480 feet high. Consider- 
able material has been taken from it to 
build later structures but its base still 
covers some 12 acres of ground. In its in- 
terior are several chambers which may be 
entered through an opening 50 feet above 
base. 





Gases Used in Balloons. 

Ques. What gases are used for inflating 
balloons?—Ans. Hydroger which is about 
14 times lighter than air and has a lifting 
power of approximately 68 pounds per 
1,000 cubie feet is regarded as best for bal- 
loons and dirigibles. Coal gas which is 
about three times lighter than air is also 
used sometimes. For exhibition ascensions 
balloons are commonly inflated with heat- 
ed air. 





Indians Subject to Draft. 

Ques. Can Indians be drafted under the 
present conscription law?—Ans. Those who 
have become citizens of U. S. can. 

Food Administrator Hoover. 

Ques. Please give a brief sketch of Her- 
bert Hoover, U. S. food administrator.— 
Ans. Born West Branch, lowa, 1874. Edu- 
cated at Stanford university; mining engi- 
neer. Has had considerably experience in 
surveying and in mining enterprises in 
this country and abroad. Author of sever- 
al works on mining. 
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fense of Tientsin at time of Boxer upris- 
ing in 1900. 1915-16 chairman of American 
relief committee, London, and chairman 
commission-for relief of Belgium. Ap- 
pointed food administrator of U. S. 1917. 


What is Loam? 


Ques. Will a mixture of sand and clay 
form loam or does a third ingredient, 
humus, have to be present?—Ans. What 
is ordinarily called loam consists princi- 
pally of mixture of sand and clay. Usually 
there is more or less calcium carbonate and 
organic matter—humus—present in mix- 
ture. 








Musicians in Military Bands. 


Ques. Please inform me as to the duties 
and pay of musicians in military bands.— 
Ans. As a rule they have no duties to per- 
form except that of playing the instrument. 
If a mounted band each man is required 
to care for a horse. Musicians are in- 
structed with soldiers and are liable to 
service in ranks on any occasion. First- 
class musicians receive $44 a month, sec- 
ond-class musicians $38 a month and 
third-class musicians $36 a month. 





The Arlington Estate. 


Ques. How did Arlington, the home of 
Robert E. Lee, come into the possession of 
the U. S. government?—Ans. When Lee 
family to whom property passed on death 
of Mrs. Lee’s father, G. N. P. Custis, went 
to Richmond in 1861 and Col. Lee there 
took command of Virginia troops Federal 
forces at once took possession of the estate, 
converting mansion into headquarters and 
grounds into camp. As war continued mil- 
itary cemetery was established there. In 
1864 property was sold for delinquent taxes 
and was bought by government for $26,100. 
In 1877 G. W. C. Lee, heir under Custis will, 
established legal title to property and 
claim was adjusted by payment to him of 
$150,000 by U. S. 





Second Third and Fourth-Class Mail. 





Ques. Is mail of second, third and 
fourth carried on same trains as 
first-cla mail?—Ans. Postoffice depart- 
ment says it is. 

Origin of Santa Claus. 

Ques. Please tell me something about 
the ori " Santa Claus.—Ans,. St. Nich- 
olas, p saint of Roman and Greek 
ehurc! was regarded as patron of sail- 
ors, tr: , merchants and children. His 
feast d: ch fell on Dec. 6 was once 
ecelebraicd elaborately in several European 


coun! mnities continuing until Dec. 
29 it was long the custom to keep St. 








Niche by placing gifts in children’s 
shoes o tockings. In time this custom 
was | erred to Christmas eve. and 
tran ‘int eame to be called Santa 
Claus, Suption of Dutch name, Saint 
Nicola 

Cause of Rigor Mortis. 

Que hat causes the human body to 
beconi | after death?—Ans. Believed 
to b: ult of coagulation of fluid sub- 
stanc: les. It finally passes off in 
same i which it came, namely, from 
musc! f lower jaw and neck, then from 
those of trunk, then from those of arms 
and finally from those of legs. 

Tests for Aviators, 
Ques. Please tell me- something of the 


nature of the tests applied to prospective 
aviators for U. §. military service.—Ans. 
Acuteness of sight and hearing are careful- 
ly tested by most effective methods known. 
Ingenious tests are applied to determine 


sense of equilibrium or balance. In these 
applicant is placed in a chair in which he is 
whirled rapidly about for short time. Chair 
is then stopped and he is told to stretch 
out his right hand and touch inspector, 
also to raise hand perpendicularly. Simi- 
lar test is given for left hand. All tests are 
rigid. Men must be physically fit and their 
teeth must be in perfect condition. Chest 
expansion must be at least three inches. 
Two-year college or equivalent business ed- 
ucation is required. 





Lenses for War Use. 


Ques. Some time ago the Pathfinder pub- 
lished an item to the effect that the govern- 
ment is desirous of obtaining lenses for 
use in war operations. Please tell me to 
whom lenses for such purposes should be 
offered——Ans. Communicate with U. S. 
Army Lens Department, Photographic Di- 
vision, Signal Corps, Mills Building, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 





Using Brown Sugar. 


Ques. The brown sugar which is often 
the only kind we can get nowadays dries 
very quickly and if not used soon becomes 
so hard that it can searcely be broken for 
use. Is there any way to restore such su- 
gar to a usable condition?—Ans. Store be- 
fore it becomes hard in airtight container 
and it will remain moist. After it becomes 
hard it may be softened by leaving it for 
a time in refrigerator or elsewhere where 
air is moist. Another plan is to break it 
up into coarse pieces after it hardens and 
then reduce them to powder by means of 
food chopper and store in a dry place. 





Detecting Poisonous Gases. 


Ques. Is there any instrument to be had 
that will indicate the presence of coal or 
illuminating gas in living apartments?— 
Ans. Such instruments are made but they 
are costly. Sense of smell can be relied on 
ordinarily to detect presence of gas, ex- 
cepting monoxid, one of most deadly, 
which has no smell, 


How Phonograph Reproduces Sound. 


Ques. Please tell me how the phono- 
graph reproduces sound—Ans. Voice or 
other sound causes thin diaphragm of re- 
cording instrument to vibrate and its 
movements are communicated to stylus 
which cuts on impressionable surface of 
wax dise revolving beneath it groove whose 
depth varies according to vibrations. This 
dise which is hardened and usually has du- 
plications made from it is known as a rec- 
ord. When record is revolved by motor of 
reproducing machine with needle following 
groove made by stylus variations in groove 
cause needle to vibrate and these vibrations 
are communicated to diaphragm with re- 
sult that sound waves are produced similar 
to original ones. 








No Loans for Development of New Land. 

Ques. Does the government loan money 
at a low rate of interest for the develop- 
ment of new land?—Ans. No. 


Speed of Ice Yacht. 

Ques. Please tell me the greatest speed 
that can be obtained from an ice yacht in 
proportion to the wind’s velocity—dAns. In 
practice speed two or three times as great 
as wind velocity can be obtained on smooth 
ice by setting sails at proper angle. 





-—_— — 


Bruises in Woodwork. 


Ques. Please tell me how to remove 
bruises in furniture, floors, ete—Ans. Wet 
bruised part with warm water; double 
piece of brown paper five or six times, soak 
it and lay over bruise. Then place hot flat- 


iron on it until moisture is evaporated. Re- 
peat this process until bruise disappears. 
Small bruises may be removed by soaking 
with warm water and holding a red-hot 
poker near surface. Keep continually wet 
and bruise will soon disappear. 





The Ardennes. 


Ques. What is the Ardennes?—Ans. An 
extensive hill country and forest in south- 
east corner of Belgium, between the Mo- 
selle and the Meuse, and also extending 
into France and Rhenish Prussia. Frontier 
department of France, bordering on Bel- 
gium, is also so named from forest of Ar- 
dennes. 


ABRAHAM LINCOLN said: 


“7 will study and 
get ready and 
sometime my 
chance will 
come.”* 













YOUR Chance 
Will Come 


Born in a log cabin, Abraham 
Lincoln had little chance to acquire 
an education. But he was deter- 
mined to succeed. ‘‘Some day,’ he 
said, ‘‘my chance will come.”’ So he 
studied and got ready. And his 
chance D/D come. ° 

Your chance will come. Some day 

ou’ll be considered for promotion or 
‘or a good job in some other line of 
work. If you are ready, you’ll go up. 

And you CAN get ready. No matter if 
your schooling was limited—if you do have 
to work long hours. If you really want a 
better job, the International Correspondence 
Schools can train you for it at home during 
your spare time. 

Every month more than 400L C. S. Students 
voluntarily report promotions or salary in- 
creases due tol. C.S. help. What the 1. C.S. 
have done for these men they can do for 
YOU. Mark and mail the coupon NOW. 


I< 8 = <KTEAR OUT MER Ge ae cee aoe 


INTERNATIONAL CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOLS 
BOX 4967, SCRANTON, PA. 


Explain, without obligating me, how I can qualify for 
the position, or in the subject, before which I mark &. 




































ELECTRICAL ENGR SALESMANSHIP 
Electric Lighting ADVERTISING 
Electric Railways Window Trimmer 
Electric Wiring Show Card Writer 
Telegraph Engineer Sign Painter 
Telephone Work Raijroad Trainman 
MEOHANIOAL ENGR ILLUSTRATING 
Mechanical Drafisman Cartooning 
Machine Shop Practice BOOKKEEPER 


Gas Engine Operating 
CIVIL ENGINEER 


| Surveying and Mapping 


Stenographer and Typist 
Cert. Pub. Accountaat 
TRAFFIC MANAGER 
Railway Accountant 
Commercial Law 
GOOD ENGLISH 


MINE FORE'M or ENGR 
Metallurg’t or Presp’tor 
STATIONARY EN@'R 


Marine Engineer Teacher 
ARCHITECT Common School Subjects 
Contractor and Builder Mathematics 


Arehitectaral Drafismao 
Concrete Builder Railway Mail Clerk 

Structural Engineer AUTOMOBILE OPERATING 
PLUMB’G AND! “aT’G Ante Repairing Spanish 
Sh..t Meal Worker Navigation 


CIVIL SERVICE 
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Textile Overseer or Suy:. AGRICULTURE Freneh 
CHEMIST Poultry Raising Italiaa 
Name. 
Present 
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| Street 
and No. 
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Be Beawney and Clear Brained 


i. will put you in the front rank in your en- 
deavor, the brawny, brainy man is always 
successful—he leadsin all things. Along your 
lire of work you need concentration and con- 
nected thought—you mustapply yourself—the 
more healthy and strong your physical form, 
the more active will be your brain—the more 
clear your reasoning. You cannot acquire 
heaith and strength by using tonics, or pills, 
or nerve foods--or liquid regenerators. 


. Py 
You Need Vitalizing 
so that your blood will become rich and nutri- 
tive, and be the proper building and restoring 
agent thatit is intended to be. Your bowels 
must function properly to keep your system 
clear ofimpurities. Your muscles must be in- 
creased in strength, in contractive power, in 
flexibility. Your veins and arteries mustbe elas- 
tic--yournerve cells nourished, You wantevery 
organ in your bodyto respondtoyour need with 
prompt normal! action--then you will abound 
with health, strength and vigorous manhood. 


Strongfortism 


will restore vigor and vitality and render you 

free from ailment or disorder--letit be what it 

may--whether you suffer from excesses, in- 

duced by pernicious habits, or whether losses 

weaken you, or you feel your vitality waning--Strongfortism will re- 

rejuvinate. Tell me your present ey pe one send six cents in 

stamps, to cover mailing expenses and I send you a Practical 

talk on your trouble, and my book, + NTELLIOEN ENCE IM PHYSICAL AND 
WEALTH Li URE '’--it is written for your interest and welfare. 


LIONEL STRONGFORT 


ongest and Most Successful 
Master Physical and Health Instructor in the World. 


456 Park Building, a Re vn NEWARK, N. 3 





fo \Hamilton22 
J Cal. Hunting 
BOYS! RIFLE 
y Without 


ve choice of 
P) — Poy cae 
3 
lage Heal ‘o . vow d 


ie 
needed in. every home, Se 
return money, choosing your 
according to some one of the 








shown 
list. Bod Othe new Oita B 
py niaaion WF oreterred. 





3 MAKE MONEY FAST 

fay COMPLETE OUTFIT, MACHINE. FILM AND 

ES EVERYTHING FURNISHED. EASY PAYMENT 
PLAN. NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED. 


MOVING PICTURE SALES CO., 
Dept. A. L.,540 Plymouth Place, Chicago, Ill. 


Cut out this ad and mail it to us, with your name and 
address (no money); and we will send i our FAMOUS 
KARNAK RAZOR 7 return mail, paid. You may 
use the razor for 30 days FREE; then, be ie Hs like it, pay 
us $1.85. If you don’t like it send it 


MORE COMPANY. 342 More Building, St. Louis. Mo, 








ay --T TEACH 


C7). WLLL 





TALKING MACHINE 
Standard reproducer of both 
vocal and instrumental mu- 
sic. Truly wonderful. Piays 
any record. Sell only 25 
Beautiful Art and Religious 
Pictures at 10 cts. (big bar- 
gain). Return the $2.50 and 
~~~ Machine ie yours. 
FREE RDS er now 


KeystoneCoBox 1GGreenvillePa 





Thousands Clerks at Washington wanted by U. 8. 
Government. Men and Women, 18 or over. $100 
month. 7 hour day. 30 days vacation with pay. 
Be a patriot. Your country wants you. Help her. 
Short hours. Easy work. Common education suffi- 
cient. No puil needed. Write immediately for free 
list of, positions open. Do it to-day. Franklin 
Institute, Dept. L-172, Rochester, N. Y. 
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High power air rifle for selling 6 
boxes Mertho-Nova S..!ve at 2 
w. S. COMPANY 2 
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It’s Easy When You Know How. 


Last week we presented a figure to 
be drawn without lifting the pencil 
from the paper and without tracing 
over any line the second time and prom- 
ised to explain later just how it is done. 
The accompanying illustration clearly 
shows the solution. Beginning at the 
point indicated by the star make half 
of the horizontal line to the center of 
the figure, then run down to the lower 
left-hand corner, then across to the 
lower right-hand corner, then up to the 
upper left-hand corner, across to the 
upper right-hand corner, down to the 
center of the figure, then draw the sec- 
tion of the horizontal line to the cir- 








i ™“ 











now 
A 








cumference of the circle, complete the 
circle and finish with the third section 
of the line through the center. Simple, 
isn’t it? 


Origin of The Marsellaise. 


Early in 1792 a banquet was given by 
the mayor of Strasbourg in honor of 
a column of French volunteers who 
were about to march from that city. In 
the course of the evening the mayor 
suggested to Rouget de Lisle, an officer 
of artillery, that he compose a song in 
honor of the volunteers. 

The officer set to work and in a sin- 
gle night turned out the words and mu- 
sic of a song which he called “Chant 
de Guerre de l’Armee du Rhin”. It was 
instantly received with favor and was 
sung with such extraordinary enthusi- 
asm that when the volunteers marched 
away there were 1,000 of them instead 
of 600 as at first. Within a short time 
the whole French army of the North 
was singing the song and thrilling at its 
“To arms, to arms, ye brave! 

Th’ avenging sword unsheath! 
March on, march on, all hearts resolved 
On: liberty or death!”. 

A few months later the composition 
was introduced in Paris by a party of 
young men from Marseilles. The Paris- 
ians were carried away by its patriotic 
appeal. Ignorant of its authorship or 
original title, they called it “Hyme des 
Marseillais” because it had come from 
Marseilles. This name the song, now 
the French national hymn, has borne 
ever since, instead of the one given it 
by de Lisle. 


Click-Beetles ‘or Snapping-Bugs. 

Perhaps all lovers of the out-doors 
who have explored the woods and fields 
are familiar with a species of beetle 
which if it happens to be turned over 


on its back gives its body a peculiar. 
jerk or flip and springs upward several 
inches, making a clicking sound as it 
does so. If it comes down on its back,. 
click! it goes again, springing upward 
in another attempt to regain its feet. 

The spring results from a quick 
movement of the articulation between 
the creature’s abdomen and _ thorax. 
The click which accompanies this 
spring gives rise to its most common 
name, click-beetle. Other names are 
spring-beetle, snapping-beetle or bug, 
skip-jack, etc. Like several other bee- 
tles, the click-beetle has the habit of 
“playing possum” in order to deceive 
its enemies. 

The larvae of the click beetle are wire 
worms. These are among the farmer’s 
worst enemies as they eat the roots of 
corn, grass, grain and various other 
plants and thus cause much damage to 
growing crops. Sometimes wire worms 
are found under the bark of trees and 
in dead wood. 

One of the largest of the click bee. 
tles is gray in color and has on its 
prothorax two large black spots resem- 
bling eyes. For this reason it is called 
“eyed elater.” 


The Problem of the Clocks. 


Clock experts and all other readers 
of these columns who are feeling fit 
and are looking for an interesting prob 
lem are invited to tackle this one, sub 
mitted by M. R. Timmerman, Wall Lake 
Idaho. 

“I have two clocks,” he writes, “nei- 
ther of which is in every-day use. One 
is a good reliable clock in every re 
spect. The other will nearly always 
stop before completing a 24-hour run 
Occasionally I wind one, sometimes 
both, but during the greater part of the 
time both are idle. 

“One day I noticed when neither was 
running that they indicated exactly the 
same time—36 minutes past seven. Now 
suppose I wind the good clock once in 
three days and the other one once in 
seven days; how long, on an average, 
before I may expect to find them idle 
again and indicating, the same time? 
Also how long before I may expect to 
find them idle and indicating 36 minutes 
past seven?” 


Puzzle Problem No: 321. 


The following problem has been sub- 
mitted by several readers, independent- 
ly: A man bought 100 head of stock 
consisting of cows, hogs and sheep 
paying for all 5100. For the cows he 
paid $10 a head, for the hogs $3 a head 
and for the sheep 50 cents a head (il 
was in the halcyon days before all 
prices had soared so). How many an- 
imals of each kind did he buy? 


Earning Your Salt. 

The word salary comes from salt, we 
are told by a writer in Leslie’s. The 
Roman soldiers were accustomed ‘to re 
ceive a certain daily -allotment of salt 
with their rations, and when it-was no! 








ad 
(it 
all 
n- 


we 
he 
re 

alt 
not 


JANUARY 26 





THE PATHFINDER 





(117) 





PAGE 21 





convenient to give them salt they were 
handed: a monetary allowance in lieu 
thereof’ with which to purchase it, 
which was known as “salarium,” or 
salary. 

In many countries. of the world salt 
is a government monopoly and _ salt- 
smugglers are rigorously dealt with. 
The British government in India main- 
tains a fleet of vessels for the purpose 
of catching men engaged in this nefa- 
rious practice. I have seen travelers 
in Venezuela heavily fined for attempt- 
ing to evade the salt-import law, and 
on one occasion an American mission- 
ary was fined $200 at La Guaira for try- 
ing to bring in a one-pound bag of salt 
that cost- him five cents in New York. 
Italy derives an income of nearly §$18,- 
000,000 from direct taxes on salt. 

Salt is obtained in three ways—from 
mines, from saline springs and from 
sea water. The largest salt mines in 
the world are located in Austria and 
in Poland. Germany and Spain also 
were large producers and supplied Eu- 
rope and much of northern Africa with 
their requirements. Today these sourc- 
es are practically eliminated and the 
markets to which they catered are in 
dire need of this necessity. 


Germans Misled by Their Own Maps. 


The Germans are given credit for be- 
ing highly efficient and for their habit 
of giving painstaking attention to even 
the smallest details in order that they 
may be prepared to meet whatever sit- 
uation comes up. Since the war began, 
however, there have been many inci- 
dents which prove that, with all their 
thoroughness and their scientific meth- 
ods of doing things, they often make 
serious blunders and are by no means 
infallible. 

It is related, for example, that when 
Gen. Smuts started out on the expedi- 
tion against German East Africa the 
British intelligence office had no good 
large-scale map of the country to give 
him. As a result he had to go more or 
less blindly, feeling his way as he went. 
As the British forces advanced they 
found many dry river beds but they 
crossed these with comparatively lit- 
tle difficulty and at length reached the 
Germans’ stronghold, taking them com- 
pletely by sarprise and defeating them. 

One of the captured German officers 
evinced great amazement at the arrival 
of the British so early, entirely contra- 
ry to all German calculations. He pro- 
duced an elaborate map with the river 
beds which the British had marched 
right across dry-shod indicated thereon 
as wide deep streams. 

The Germans’ maps had been made in 
the rainy season when the channels 
were indeed filled wide and deep with 
water. They forgot to take into account 
the fact that the water would go down 
or disappear entirely in the dry sea- 
son—the time when the British advance 
was made—and so were misled and 
thrown off their guard by their own 
elaborately and carefully made maps. 

The chances are that if the British 
had been supplied with such maps they 
would have postponed their advance 
awaiting the arrival of materials to be 


used in the construction of bridges. 
Then by the time they met the enemy 
he would have been better prepared 
and there might have been quite a dif- 
ferent story to tell. 


—— 


SAYINGS OF WISE MEN. 


Individuals not stations ornament so- 
ciety. —_W. E. Gladstone. 





Happiness is not the end of life; char- 
acter is—H. W. Beecher. 





A man’s enemies have no power to harm 
him if he is true to himself and loyal to 
God.—J. B. Gough. 





Before men made us citizens great na- 
ture made us men.—J. R. Lowell. 





The less people speak of their greatness 
the more we think of it—Lord Bacon. 





The ink of the scholar is more sacred 
than the blood of the martyr.—Mohammed. 

Our greatest glory consists, not in never 
falling, but in rising every tite we fall.— 
Oliver Goldsmith. 


If you would not be forgotten as soon as 
you are dead, either write things worth 
reading or read things worth writing— 
Benjamin Franklin. 





I pity the man overwhelmed with the 
weight of his own leisure.—Voltaire. 





Honor and shame from no conditions 
rise; act well your part, there all the honor 
lies —Alexander Pope. 

They also serve who only stand and 
wait—John Milton. 








Fear to do base, unworthy things is val- 
or; if they be done to us, to suffer them is 
valor too—Ben Jonson. 





A man, like a watch, is to be valued for 
his manner of going.—William Penn. 


*“Cowards die many times before their 
deaths. The valiant never taste of death 
but. once.—Shakespeare. 

Passions are likened best to floods and 
streams, the shallow murmur but the deep 
are dumb.—Sir.Walter Raleigh. 





An. intemperate, disorderly youth will 
bring to old age a feeble, worn-out body.— 
Cicero. 





In everything that you do consider the 
end.—Solon. 


Old books, as you well know, are books 
of the world’s youth and new books are 
the fruits of its age—O. W. Holmes. 





Books are legacies that a great genius 
leaves to mankind which are delivered 
down from generation to generation as 
presents to the posterity of those who are 
yet unborn.—Joseph Addison. 


A LONG WAIT. 

She was a very newly fledged baroness, 
or duchess, or something like that, and, 
somehow or other, she became thick with a 
professor, as the classical folks would have 
it, and he invited her to come to his ob- 
servatory to see the eclipse. 

She arrived about two hours late. 

“I’ve come to see the eclipse,” she -told 
the professor’s assistant. “Prof. Squash- 
moodle invited me to come.” 

“I’m sorry, but the whole thing was over 
an hour ago,” said the assistant, contritely. 

“Then,” said the dignified dame, “I will 
wait for the next.”—London Ideas, 
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ouR FASHION DEPARTMENT 


Wer, 





No, 1963—Ladies’ Apron.—Cut in 4 sizes: 34, 38, 
42 and 46 inches bust measure. Size 38 requires 
5 1-4 yards of 36-inch material. Price, 10¢. 


No, 2325-2326—Ladies’ Costume.—Waist 2325 cut 
fn 6 sizes: 34, 36, 38, 40, 42 and 55 inches bust 
measure. Size 88 will require 3 1-4 yards of 36- 
inch material. The skirt 2326 cut in 6 sizes: 22, 
25, 26, 28, 30 and 82 inches waist measure. 
24 will require 3 1-2 yards of 86-inch material. 
skirt measures about 2 yards at the foot. 
separate patterns, 10 cents FOR EACH 


No, 2386—Girls’ Dress with Guimpe.—Cut in 4 
sizes: 2, 4, 6 and 8 years, Size 6 requires 3 yards 
of 27-inch material for the dress and 2 1-4 yards 
for the guimpe. Price, 10c. 


No, 2341—Dress for Misses and Small Women.— 
Cut in 3 sizes: 16, 18 and 20 years. Size 18 re- 
quires 4 7-8 yards of 44-inch material. The skirt 
measures about 2 yards at the foot. Price, 10c. 


No. 2849—Girls’ Dress.—Cut in 4 sizes: 4, 6, 8 
and 10 years. Size 8 will require 3 1-2 yards of 
86-inch materiai. Price, 10¢. 


No, 2353—Ladies’ House Dress.—Cut in 7 sizes: 
34, 36, 38, 40, 42, 44 and 46 inches bust measure. 
Size 38 requires 7 8-4 yards of 36-inch material. 
The skirt measures about 2 1-2 yards at the foot 
Price, 10c. 


- Herewith find.......cents for which send me 
a the following patterns: 
4 Pattern No...6.cccce.e.ccees Size...... Prt rire 
: PROG NO. 00 dc ce vec csc e sé EE. cee PIYT TTT 
B RMROEE NOs cpecccccccdvesescMBReccccctons once 
. Be sufe to give number and size. Send orders for 
patterns to Pathfinder, on, D. OC, 
Be gute to sign your full namé and below. 























NOTES ABOUT WOMEN. 


For Educating Voters. Lecture courses 
are being given in cities of New York state 
for the purpose of acqwainting inexperi- 
enced women voters with municipal, state 
and national affairs. Laws, charters, ordi- 
nanees party organization, election pro- 
cedure and points connected with the gov- 
ernment’s administration are discussed. It 
is aimed to keep the diseussions entirely 
non-partisan; the women in charge have 
pledged themselves to ignore everything 
that might tend to put one party in a more 
favorabie light than another. 





Mail Carriers Not Satisfactory. Post of- 
fice officials in St. Louis expressed them- 
selves as being dissatisfied with the serv- 
ice rendered by women letter carriers. Af- 
ter giving several women 15-day trials on 
city routes it was found that the work was 
much too heavy for them. 





Would Protect Navy Boys. Speaking in 
Philadelphia, Mrs. Josephus Daniels, wife 
of the secretary of the navy, explained 
why the secretary had ordered intoxicating 
liquors eliminated from officers’ mess in 
the navy. A young officer was court-mar- 
tialed by the proper authorities for being 
intoxicated, said Mrs. Daniels. Mr. Dan- 
iels approved of the sentence when an uncle 
of the boy came to him and upbraided him 


for favoring such harsh measures. He said 
that the boy didn’t know what the taste of 
liquor was until he went into the navy, 
It w then, Mrs. Daniels said, that her 
husband became determined that it was 
I for him to bar liq ior from the offi- 
ness “only if it meant the welfare 

one young officer.” 
Queen Cables Mrs. Shaw. 4 cablegram 
from Queen Mary of England was delivered 
to Dr. Anna Shaw expressing her apprecia- 


tion of the friendly sympathy of the wom- 
en of America for the women of England 
and their desire to aid in the present strug- 
gle, as conveyed in a message to the queen 
from the women’s committee of the Coun- 
cil of National Defense a few days ago. 
“Please convey to the sisterheod of your 
great country the warm thanks of the 
women of the British empire for their 
inspiring words of encouragement and as- 
surance,” wrote the queen. “The horrors 


Wonderful Egg Producer 


Any poultry raiser can easily double his 
profits by doubling the egg production of 
his hens. A scientific tonic has been dis- 
covered that revitalizes the flock and makes 
hens work all the time. The tonic is called 
“More Eggs.” Give your hens a few cents’ 
worth of “More Eggs” and you will be 
amazed and delighted with results. A dol- 
lar’s worth of “More Eggs” will double 
this year’s production of eggs, so if you 
wish to try this great profit-maker, write 
E. J. Reefer, poultry expert, 5051 Reefer 
Bldg., Kansas City, Mo., who wilt send you 
a season’s supply of “More Eggs” Tonic 
for $1.00 (prepaid). So confident is Mr. 
Reefer of the results that a million-dollar 
bank guarantees if you are not absolutely 
satisfied your dollar will be returned on re- 
quest and the “More Eggs” cost you noth- 
ing. Send a dollar today or ask Mr. Reefer 





for his Free Poultry book that tells the 
experience of a man who has made a for- 
tune out of poultry.—Advt, 


of war have taught us to know one another 
better, and they have strengthened the 
ties of kinship and mutual sympathy by 
uniting the women of the English-speaking 
races heart and soul in the struggle for 
liberty and civilization.” 


Starts Balky Tank. Despite the efforts of 
motor truck drivers, chauffeurs, garage men 
and other artisans who are supposed to 
know everything about motors and machin- 
ery, a huge tank intended to be used in a 
war loan parade in London the other day 
would not move. After mechanics with 
hammers, wrenches, screw drivers and other 
tools had sweat about two hours in a vain 
effort to make the thing go a young woman 
in khaki uniform drove up in a taxicab, 
alighted with a small leather case and 
stepped into the tank. What she did to it 
nobody knows but suddenly the machinery 
began to hum and in the next moment the 








tank was proceeding docilely down the 
street. 
“Godmothers” Frowned Upon. Military 


authorities are not pleased with the efforts 
put forth by certain American women to 
strike up correspondence with soldiers who 
have gone to France. It is seldom that any 
good comes of sucheintercourse, it is said; 
ships have more important things to carry 
than presents and letters to soldiers whom 
the senders have never seen. It is 

desired to break up any love affairs of old 


no 


standing but the “godmother” progra: 
between soldiers and strangers i 
ly displ t 

Bewa of Spies The Mass: 
branch of the woman’s committe 
Council of National Defense warns 
of the country to be constantly on 
igainst spies. Don’t discuss militai 
ters on the street it is upged; ¢ 


letters from men at the front and 
way guard 
into the 


against any information fi 


hands of enemy agents. 


President Asked to Prevent Polygamy. 
President Wilson received a letter f 


‘om 
the National Congress of Mothers and Pat 
ent-Teachers’ Association, representing 
about 2,000,000 mothers throughout the 


country, asking him to do all in his power 
to stamp out any sentiment in favor of 


polygamy that might appear after the war. 





A $10 Dowry. An amendment to the n: 
tional insurance act, now pending befor 
the British parliament, provide: govern 
ment dowry of $10 t» every English work 
ing girl who marries: 





Win by 102,000. According to a report of 
the New York state board of canv: 
the plurality in favor of woman suffrage 
in the Empire state wa: over 102,300. 


British Women Working. Over 2,776,000 
English women ar at present employed 
outside the home, the Labor Gazette tells 
us. Of this number about 1,420,000 have 
begun working since the war started. Some 
645,0 of these are employed in muni- 


4 


{ factories. 


ssers 








Hopes to Prey on American Wives. Harry 
Harms, a marine enginec’, was arrested in 
Baltimore for alleged <isloyal utterances. 
Harms, who is an Americ. © citizen of Ger- 
man parentage, is charged with expressing 





a pleasurable anticipation of the time when 
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American husbands would be called to the 
colors and German sympathizers like him- 
self would be left to enjoy the company of 
their wives. 
VIEWS ON FEMINISM. 
Galveston News—2New York women haye 
been granted the ballot, but when they con- 


sider the men they will be asked to vote 
for, their joy may be short-lived. 





Buffalo Courier.—Those suffragettes who 
were released at Washington should have 
cnough respect for themselves to keep out 
of jail hereafter. 


Boston Post.—President Wilson made the 
swift journey from Washington to Buffalo 
and return in perfect safety, unthreatened 
by anybody and treated at every point with 
courtesy, respect and enthusiastic approval. 
There were those who deprecated the trip, 
as involving an unwarranted risk to the 
head of the nation; but they were proved 
mistaken. Only at home is the ee 





of the United States now being pestered 
hy a little band of unpatriotic and silly 
women. 





Toledo Blade—Now that legs have he- 
come so common they no longer attract at- 
tention there should be united and voeifer- 
ous protest against the return of long 
skirts. 





Kansas City Star—The only draft-resist- 
ers that meet any encouragement out this 
way are the ones patriotic women are knit- 
ting. 





Emporia Gazette—We might imitate Rus- 
sia, which formed -the famous Battalion of 
Death, and send to the front a regiment of 
ladies recently acquitted of shooting their 
husbands. 





“How did you lay the foundation for 
your fortune?” 

“I didn’t lay it. I’m in the poultry busi- 
ness. A hen laid 2 Diez eeees ca Star. 
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Nuxated Iron to Make New Age of 
Beautiful Women and Sturdy Iron Men 


Say Physicians--Quickly Puts Roses Into the Cheeks of Women and Most Astonishing Youth- 
ful Vitality Into the Veins of Men--It Often Increases the Strength and 


Endurance of Delicate, Nervous 





‘Run-Down”’ Folks 


100 Per Cent. in Two Weeks’ Time 





Opinions of Dr. James Francis Sullivan, Formerly Physician of Bellevue Hospital (Out Door Dept.), New 


York, and the Westchester County Hospital; 
pital and a Medical Examiner, 


Y¥.—Since the remarkable dis- 
covery or organic iron, Nuxated Iron or ‘“‘Fer Nux- 
a ’ as the French call it, has taken the country 
by storm. It is conservatively estimated that over 
t 
‘ 
t 
& 


NEW YORK, N. 


uree million people annually are taking it in this 
Most astonishing results are report- 
laymen. 
much so that doctors predict that we shall soon 
rosy-cheek- 


intry alone. 
1 from its use by both physicians and 
have a new ege of far more beautiful, 
i women and sturdy iron men. 

Dr. Ferdinand King, a New York Physician and 
Medical Author, when interviewed on this subject, 
said: ‘‘There can be no vigorous iron men without 
iron. Pallor means anaemia. Anaemia means iron 
ieficiency. The skin of anaemic men and women 
is pale; the flesh flabby. The muscles lack tone; 
the brain fags and the memory fails and often 
they become weak, nervous," irritable, despondent 
and melancholy. When the iron goes from the 
blood of women, the roses go from their cheeks. 


‘In the most common foods of America, the 
starches, sugars, table syrups, candies, polished rice, 
white bread, soda crackers, biscuits, macaroni, 
spaghetti, tapioca, sago, farina, degerminated corn- 
meal, no longer is iron to be found. Refining proc- 


esses have removed the iron of Mother Earth from 
these impoverished foods, and silly methods of home 
cookery, by ‘irowing down the waste pipe the water 
in which our vecetables are cooked, are responsible 
for another grav. iron loss. 

‘Therefore, if you wish to preserve your youthful 
vim and vigor to a ripe old age, you must supply 
the.iron deficiency in your food by using some form 


or organic iron, just as you would use salt when 
your food has not enough salt.’’ 
Former Health Commissioner, Wm. R. Kerr, of 


“I have taken Nuxated 
experienced its 


the City of Chicago, says: 
Iron myself and 


public welfare, 
the results of its use. 
score 


my personal use of Nuxated Iron. 


valuable 


health giving 
trength-building effect and in the interest of the 
I feel it my duty to make known 
I am well past my three- 
years and want to say that I believe my 
©wn great physical activity is largely due to-day to 
From my own 
experienc e with Nuxated Iron, I feel it is such a 
remedy that it ought to be used in every 
1 papiti al and prescribed by every physician in this 
ntr 


Dr. H. B. Vail, Formerly Physician in the Baltimore Hos- 


and William R. Kerr, Former Health Commissioner, City of Chicago. 





Dr. E. Sauer, a Boston physician who has studied 
both in this country and in great European medical 
institutions, said: ‘‘As I ‘have said a hundred 
times over, organic iron is the greatest of all 
strength builders.’’ 

‘“‘Not long ago a man came to me who was nearly 
half a century old and asked me to give him a pre- 
liminary examination for life insurance. I was as- 
tonished to find him with the blood pressure of a boy 
of twenty and full of vigor, vim and vitality as a 
young man, in fact, a young man he really was, 
notwithstanding his age. The secret, he said, was 
taking iron—Nuxated Iron and filled him with re- 
newed life. At 30 he was in bad health; at 46 he 
Was careworn and nearly all in. Now at 50 after 
taking Nuxated Iron, a miracle of vitality and his 
face beaming with the buoyancy of youth. Iron is 
absolutely necessary to enable your blood to change 
food into living tissue. Without it, no matter how 
much or what you eat, your food merely passes 
through you without doing you any good. You 
don’t get the strength out of ft, and as a conse- 
quence you becomé weak, pale and sickly looking, 
gust like a plant trying to grow in a soil deficient 

h iron. If you are not strong or well, you owe it 
to yourself to make the following test: See how 
long yon can work or how far you can walk with- 
out becoming tired. Next take two five-grain tab- 
lets of ordinary nuxated iron three times per day 
after meals for two-weeks. Then test your strength 
again and see how much you have gained. I have 

seen dozens of neryous, run-down people who were 
ailing all the while double their strength and en- 
durancé and enfirely rid themselves of all symptoms 
of dyspepsia, liver and other troubles in from ten 
to fourteen days’ time simply by taking iron in 
the proper form. And this, after they had in some 
cases been doctoring for months without obtaining 


aay benefit 

r. i. B. Vail, formerly Physician in the Balti- 
more Hospital, and a eGical Examiner, says: 
‘‘Throughout my experience on Hospital staffs and 


as Medical Examiner, I haye been astonished at the 
humber Of patients who have vainly doctored for 
yarious diseases, when in reality their delicate, run- 
down state was simply the result of lack of iron 
in the blood. Time and again I have prescribed 
organic dron—Nozated Iron—and surprised patients 
at the idity with which the weakness a gen- 
eral debit ty were replaced by a renewed feelng of 
strength and vitality. I took Nuxated Iron myself 








to build me up after a serious case of nervous ex-. 


haustion. The effects were apparent after a few 
days and within three weeks it had virtually 
revitalized my whole system and put me in a 


superb physical condition 

Dr. James Francis Sullivan, formerly Physician 
of Bellevue Hospital, (outdoor dept.) New York, 
and the Westchester County Hospital says: ‘‘In 
my talks to physicians I have strongly emphasized 
the great necessity of their making blood examina- 
tions of their weak, anaemic, run-down patients. 
Thousands of persons go on suffering year after 
year, doctoring themselves for all kinds of ills, when 
the real and true cause underlying their condition 
is simply a lack of sufficient iron in the red blood 
corpuscles to enable nature to transform the food 
they eat into brawn muscle tissue and brain. But 
beware of the old forms of metallic fron which 
frequently do more harm than good. 

Notwithstanding all that has been said and writ- 
ten on this subject by well-known physicians, thou- 
sands of people still insist in dosing themselves with 
metallic iron simply, I suppose, because it costs a 
few cents less. I strongly advise readers in all 
cases. to get a physician’s prescription for or- 
ganic iron—Nuxated Iron—or if you don’t want to 
go to this trouble then purchase only Nuxated Iron 
in its original packages and see that this particn- 
Jar name (Nfxated Iron) appears on the package. 
If you have taken preparations such as fax and 
Iron and other similar Iron products and failed to 
get results, remember that such products are an en- 
tirely different thing from Nuxated Iron. 


NOTE—Nuxated Iron, which ts prescribed and 
recommended above by physicians in such a great 
variety of cases, is not a patent medicine nor secret 
remedy, but one which is well known to druggists 
and whose iron constituents are widely prescribed by 
eminent physicians both in Europe and America. 
Unlike the older inorganic iron products, it is easy 
assimilated, does not injure the teeth, make them 
black, nor upset the stomach; on the contrary, it is a 
most potent remedy in nearly all forms of indiges- 
tion as well as for nervous, run-down conditions. 
The manufacturers have such great confidence in 
nuxated iron, that they offer to foreit $100.00 to 
any charitable institution if they cannot take any 
man or woman under.60 who lacks iron, and increase 
their strength 100 per cent or over in four weeks’ 
time, provided they have no serious organic trouble. 
They also offer to refund your money if it does not 
at least double your strength and endurance in ten 
days’ time. It is dispensed in this city by all good 
druggists.—Advt. 
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The (Ronnamee 
of an Z\mto 


By Septimus Bashford 














SYNOPSIS. 

This is a quiet Httle narrative whose scene is 
laid in rural England. Viscount Medenham, a fine 
young fellow, runs across an old army friend of 
his named Simmonds, who has contracted to take a 
couple of ladies on an auto trip but whose car has 
broken down. Medenham volunteers to subsjitute 
for him, and he takes the ladies in his own ma- 
chine, but he goes under the assumed named of 
Fitzroy. One of the ladies is Miss Sylvia Vanrenen, 
an American heiress; the other is her chaperone, a 
Mrs, Devar. Mrs. Devar is somewhat of an adven- 
turess, and she has plans for a marriage between 
Sylvia and a supposed wealthy Frenchman named 
Marigny. However, her little plots for bringing 
Sylvia into the Frenchman’s power are frustrated 
by the watchfulness and presence of mind of Fitzroy. 

Mrs. Leland glanced at Dale. “And who 
is this?” she asked, seizing the opportunity 
to settle a point that was perplexing her 
strangely. 

“Our chauffeur,” said Sylvia, and a glint 
of fun showed through the wanness of her 
cheeks. 

“But not — not 5 Even 
tongued Mrs. Leland was at a loss. 

“Not Fitzroy, who left us a minute ago. 
This man’s name is Dale. One wonders, 
though, how you knew—why you doubted,” 
cried Sylvia in sharp discernment. 

“Pray, why did Fitzroy leave you a 
minute ago?” 

“He had to return to London. But, there 
—it is I who ought to ask questions. Let 
us go inside. I want to get some of the 
grit out of my eyes and hair; then I shall 
become an absolute mark of interrogation 
—80 IT warn you. Of course, I am delighted 
to see you; but queer things have happen- 
ed, and I am dying to have them cleared 
up. When did you see father last? Is he 
still in London?” 

Mrs. Leland answered with freer speech 
now, but in her heart she was saddened by 
Medenham’s duplicity. Six months earlier 
he and the Earl had dined at the villa she 
was occupying at San Remo for the winter. 
She then took a great liking to him on 
account of his shy and reticent but singu- 
larly pleasing manners. She was prepared 
to laugh at the present escapade when she 
had diseussed it with him that night. Now 
he had fled, doubtless through fear. That 
was bad. That looked ugly and mean. 
Most certainly Peter Vanrenen had acted 
rightly in bringing her post-haste from 
Trouville. She must use all her skill if 
mischief were to be avoided. 


* * 7 * 








smooth- 


“Good-mornin’, George.” 

“Good-morning, dad.” 

“Enjoy your run to Hereford?” 

“Immensely. Did you?” 

“It was not so bad. Rather tiresome, you 
know, travelin’ alone, but on the return 
journey I fell in with a dedent sort of 
Frenchman who helped to pass the time.” 

“Monsieur Marigny, in fact?” 

“Ah, you know him, of course. I had 
forgotten.” 

“I have met him. He is not the sort of 
person I care to know.” 

The Earl selected an egg, tapped it, and 
asked his son what he thought of the crops 
—did they want rain? The two were break- 
fasting alone—at the moment there was 
not even a man-servant in the room—but 
Lord Fairholme had long ago. estab- 
lished the golden rule that controversial 
topics were taboo during meals. Meden- 
ham laughed outright at the sudden change 
of topic. He remembered that Dale was 
sent to bed in the Green Dragon hotel at 
eight o’clock, and he had not the least 





doubt that his father’s ukase was really a 
dodge to secure an undisturbed dinner. But 
he was under no delusions because of this 
placid meeting. in the breakfast-room. 
There was thunder in the air. Tomkinson 
had warned him of it overnight. 

“There’s bin ructions while you were 
away, my lord,” the butler had whispered, 
waylaying him in the hall just before mid- 
night. “Lady St. Maur has upset the Earl 
somethink dreadful”; and Medenham had 
growled in reply: “Her ladyship will lunch 
here at one o’clock tomorrow, Tomkinson. 
Have an ambulance ready at two, for she 
will be in little pieces before I have done 
with her. The mangling will be somethink 
orful.” 

“But what has become of Dale, my lord?” 
went on Tomkinson in a hushed voice. 

“Dale? He is all right. Why? Is he in 
the soup, too?” 

“No, my lord. I’ve heard nothink o’ 
that, but he sent me a wire from Bris- 
tol——_” 

“A telegram—about what?” 

“About a horse.” 

“Oh! the deuce take you and your horses. 
By the way, that reminds me—you gave 
me a rotten tip for the Derby.” 

“It was a false-run race my lord. The 
favorite was swep’ off his feet at Tatten- 
ham corner, and couldn’t get into his stride 
again till the field was opposite Langland’s 
stands. After that-——” 

“After that I’m going to bed. But I for- 
give you, Tomkinson. You put up a ripping 
good lunch. You’re a far better butler 
than a tipster.” 

This brief conversation had illumined at 
least one page in the records of the past 
few days. Medenham realized now that 
his aunt had emptied the vials of her wrath 
on Mrs. Devar, but, that lady being absent 
in body, the Ear] had received the full dose. 
It indicated somewhat the line he should 
follow when, breakfast ended, his father 
suggested that they should visit in the li- 
brary. 

Once there, and the door closed, the Earl 
established himself on the hearthrug with 
his back to the fireplace. It was high sum- 
mer, and the lazy London heat crept -in 
through the open windows; but the hearth- 
rug constituted a throne, a seat of Solo- 
mon ;had his lordship stood anywhere else 
he would have felt lacking in authority. 

“Now, George, my boy, tell me all about 
it,” he said, with a genially paternal air 
that lent itself admirably to the discussion 
of a youngster’s transgressions. 

Medenham had a sense of humor denied 
to his well-meaning sire. He recalled the 
last time he had heard those words. He 
and another sprig of nobility had come up 
to London from Winchester without leave, 
in order to attend a famous prize-fight. 
That had happened 12 years ago, almost to 
a day. Since then he had fought through a 
great war, had circled the globe, had sought 
the wild places of earth and its monsters 
in their lairs. 

He knew men and matters as his father 
had never known them. A prime minister 
had urged him to adopt a political career, 
and had virtually promised him a colonial 
under-secretaryship as soon as he entered 
parliament. He held the D.S.O., had been 
thanked by the Royal Geographical society 
for a paper on Kilima Njaro, and cordially 
invited by the Colonial office to send in any 
further notcs in his possession. Months 
later, he heard that Sir Somebody Some- 
thing was deeply interested in his com- 
ments on the activity of a certain Great 
Power in the neighborhood of Britain’s 
chief coaling-stations in the Indian ocean. 

The absurdity of a family conclave in 
which he should again be treated as a small 


boy, and admonished to apologize, and be 
flogged, while it brought a smile to his 
lips, banished any notion of angry remon- 
strance. “By ‘all about_it’ I suppose you 
mean that you wish to hear what I have 
been doing since lastg\Vednesday,” he said 
pleasantly. “Well, dad, I have obeved 
your orders. You asked me to find a wife 
worthy to reign at Fairholme. I have suc- 
ceeded.” 

“You don’t mean to say you have mar- 
ried her!” shouted the Earl, in a purple 
upheaval of rage, whose lightning-like 
abruptness was not its least- amazing fea- 
ture. Certainly Medenham was taken aback 
by it. Indeed, he was almost alarmed, 
though he had no knowledge of apoplexy 
in the family. 

“T have not even asked the lady yet,” he 
said, quietly. “I hope—I think—that the 
idea will not be disagreeable to her; but a 
future Countess of Fairholme is not to be 
carried by storm in that fashion. We must 
get to know her people Ye ; 

“D——n her people!” broke in the older 
man. “Have you taken leave of your wits, 
George, to stand there and talk such in- 
fernal nonsense?” 

“Steady, dad, steady!” and the quiet voice 
grew still more calm, though the forehead 
wrinkled a little, and there was an ominous 
tightening of the lips. “You must take 
that back. Peter Vanrenen is quite as 
great a man in the United States as you 
are in England—may I even say, without 
disrespect, a man who has won a more 
commanding position?—and his daughter, 
Sylvia, is better fitted to adorn a coronet 
than a great many women now entitled to 
wear one.” 

The Ear] laughed, with an immoderate 
display of an amusement he was far from 
feeling. “Are these Wiggy Devar’s ereden- 
tials? By gad, that shabby little wretch is 
flying high when she tries to bag my son 
for her pretty protege.” 

“Don’t you think it would be wiser, sir, 
if you allowed me to tell you exactly what 
has taken place since we met last?” 

“What good purpose will that serve? I 
have heard the whole story, from Lady 
Porthcawl, from Dale, from that French- 
man—and Heaven knows I have been well 
coached in Mrs. Devar’s antecedents by 
your aunt Susan. George..I am surprised 
that a man of your sound common sense 
should permit yourself to be humbugged 
so egregiously. Yes, yes, I am aware that 
an accident led you to take Simmonds’ 
place in the first instance; but can’t you 
see that the Devar creature must have gone 
instantly on her bended knees—if she ever 
does pray, which I doubt—and thanked 
Providence for the chance that enabled her 
to dispose of an earldom?—at a pretty stiff 
price, too, I'll be bound, if the truth were 
told. Really, George, notwithstanding your 
very extensive travels and wide experi- 
ences, you are nothing but a kid in the 
hands of a managing woman of the Devar 
variety.” 

‘T am not being given in marriage by 
Mrs. Devar, I assure you,” began Meden- 
ham, smiling anxiously, for the fatherly 
“tell me all about it” was not being borne 
out by the Earl’s petulance. 

“No. You can trust me to take care of 
that.” 

“But are you treating me quite fairly? 
Why should the distorted version of my 
affairs given by Lady Porthcawl, a woman 
whom Sylvia Vanrenen could not possibly 
receive in her house, and by Count Edouard 
Marigny, disappointed fortune-hunter, be 
accepted without cavil, while my own story 
is not even listened to? I leave Dale 
out of it. I am sure he told you the actual 
truth——” 
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“By the way, where is he now?” 

“Somewhere in the neighborhood of 
Chester, I believe.” 

“Have you discharged him?” 

“No—why should I?” 

“Because I wish it.” 

“Why in the world are you so unrea- 
sonable, dad?” 

“Unreasonable! By gad, I like that. 
Have I been gallivanting round the coun- 
try with some a 

“Stop! You are going too far. This 
conversation must cease here and now. If 
you have any respect for yourself, though 
not for me, you must adjourn the discus- 
sion till after you have seen Miss Vanrenen 
and her father.” 

For the first time in his life, the Earl of 
Fairholme realized his limitations; he was 
actually cowed for a few fleeting seconds. 
jut the arrogant training of the county 
bench, the seignory of a vast estate, the 
unquestioning deference accorded to his 
views by thousands of men who tacitly ad- 
mitted that what he said must be right be- 
cause he was a lord—these excellent stays 
of self-conceit came to his help and he 
snorted indignantly: “I absolutely refuse 
to meet either of them.” 

“That disposes of the. whole difficulty 
for the hour,” sand Medenham, turning to 
leave the room. 

“Wait, George—lI insist os 

Perhaps a clearer_ glimpse of a new and, 
to him, utterly unsuspected force in his 
son’s character, withheld the imperious 
command that trembled on the Earl’s lips. 
Medenham halted. The two looked at each 
other, and the older man fidgeted with his 
collar, which seemed to have grown tight 
for his neck. 

“Come, come, let us not leave a friendly 
argument in this unsettled state,” he said 
after an awkward yause. “My only thought 
is for your interests, you know. Your life- 
long happiness is at stake, to say nothing 
of the future of our house.” 

“I recognize those considerations so fully 
that Lam going now, in order to shirk even 
the semblance of a quarrel between us.” 

“Why not thresh things out? Your aunt 
will be here in a couple of hours——” 

“You refuse to hear a word. You argue 
with a hammer, sir. I shall send a note to 
Lady St.:Maur telling her that she has 
done mischief in plenty without adding 
fuel to the fire by coming here today— 
unless you wish to consult her, that is?” 

The Earl, already afraid of his sister, 
was rapidly learning to fear his son. “Dash 
it all! don’t tell me you are off on this 
motoring trip once more?” he cried pas- 
sionately. 

Medenham smiled, even in his anger. 
‘See how wilfully you misunderstand me,” 
he said. “I came away from Miss Vanren- 
en solely because matters had gone far 
enough -under rather absurd conditions. 
She knows me only as Fitzroy, the chauf- 
feur; it is time to drop masquerading. 
When next I meet Sylvia it will be-as a 
man who occupies a social position that 
renders our marriage at least possible.” 

Lord Fairholme threw out his hands in 
a gesture of sheer bewilderment. “And 
you honestly believe that?” he exclaimed. 

“I am quite sure of it. I may have to 
jump a very big fence indeed when she 
learns the harmless deception I have prac- 
ticed on her, but I do hope most devoutly 
that she will look at the facts more calmly 
than you have done.” 

The Earl took a turn or two on the 
hearth-rug, from which wisdom had tem- 
porarily taken flight. He thought now he 
could see a way to avoid open rupture, and 
he believed, quite rightly, that his son was 


, 








in no mood for further disillusionment. 

“At any rate,” he grumbled, “you are cut- 

ting a discred—sorry, I didn’t quite mean 

that—y ou are not rushing away from town 

again in pursuit of the young lady?” 
“No.” 

“When is she due back in London?” 

“On Sunday.” 

“And you will not see her before that 
day ?” 

“I believe not—in fact, I am fairly cer- 
tain of it. Mrs. Leland joined her at Ches- 
ter last night, so there should be no cur- 
tailment of the tour.” 

The Earl started. “Mrs. Leland! Not 
the Mrs. Leland of Paris and San Remo?” 

“Yes. By hazard, as it were, you have 
let me tell you why I came away—one of 
the reasons. Mrs. Leland would have rec- 
ognized me at once.” 

“Dear me, this is a beastly muddle! Look 
here, George, promise me you don’t do 


anything stupid for a day or so—I have 





been so pestered by people—I don’t know 
which way to turn. Why not stay and meet 
your aunt?” 

“Because I might lose my temper with 
her.” 

“Ah, well, she is somewhat trying when 
it comes to family matters. Still, I may 
tell her e 

“That she ought to mind her own busi- 
ness? By all means. And oblige me, too, 
by telling her that she would confer a 
boon on humanity if she persuaded Lady 
Porthe or Tokio—or 
wherever that ass, Porthcawl, may happen 
to be.” 

“Millicent Porthcawl was at Bourne- 
mouth, you know.” 

“Yes, I spoke to her. She had the im- 
pudence to introduce Ducrot to Sylvia.” 

“By gad! Did she, though? I heard 
something from Scarland about that affair. 
Well, well—there’s no accounting for tastes. 
I suppose you realize, George, that I am 
keeping back a good deal of the tittle-tattle 
which reached me during your absence. I 
don’t want to hurt your feelings P 

“Thank you. The absurdity of the pres- 
ent position lies in the fact that I shall 
have all my work cut out to hold your 
wrath against these people within bounds 
when once you have met Sylvia.” 

“Oh! I have no doubt she is pretty, and 
fascinating, and all that sort of thing,” 
growled the Earl in a grudging access of 
good humor. “Confound it, that is why we 
are putty in their hands, George. Don’t 
forget I’ve had 55 years of ’em. Gad! I 
could tell you things—All right, let us 
chuck the dispute for the time. Shall I 
see you at dinner?” 

“Yes—If you are alone.” 

“There will be no women. T’ll take devy- 
ilish good care of that. Scarland, is in 
town for the show, and he is bringing Sir 
Ashley Stoke, but Betty is nursing a young- 
ster through the measles. Good Lord! I’m 
glad your aunt didn’t get hold of Betty!” 

Now, Lord Fairholme’s Ciatribes against 
the sex were not quite justified. Notorious 
as a lady-killer in his youth, in middle age 
he was as garrulous a, gossip as Mrs. Devar 
herself. Indeed, he had <n uneasy con- 
sciousness that Lady St. Maur might turn 
and rend him if stress were laid only on 
her efforts to thwart his son’s unexpected 
leaning towards matrimony. During every 
yard of the journey from Chester to Lon- 
don he had tried to extract information 
from Marigny, and the sharp-witted French- 
man had enjoyed himself hugely in dis- 
playing a well-feigned reluctance to yield 
to the Earl’s probing. 

It was just as much a part of his scheme 
to make the threatened alliance as ob- 
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jectionable on the one side as on the other. 
By painting Medenham as an unprincipled 
adventurer he had succeeded in alarming 
Vanrenen; his sly hints derogatory of 
both Sylvia and her father now fanned the 
flame of suspicion kindled in Lord Fair- 
holme’s breast by his sister’s remonstranc- 
es. Unfortunately, his lordship had gone 
straight to Curzon St. and told Susan St. 
Maur every word that Marigny had said, 
and a good deal that he had not said, but 
had left to be inferred from a smirk, a 
malicious glance, an airy gesture. 

Perhaps the two elderly guardians of the 
Fairholme line were not wholly to blame 
for their interference. The title descended 
through male heirs only, and Medenham’s 
marriage thereby attained an added im- 
portance. Lord Fairholme himself had 
been singularly fortunate in escaping a 
mesalliance—several, in fact—and it was 
the one great trouble in his otherwise 
smooth and self-contained life that his 
high-born and most admirable countess 
had died soon after the birth of her sec- 
ond child, the present Marchioness of Scar- 
land. Such a man would naturally be the 
most jealous scrutineer of the pretensions 
of his son’s chosen wife. Qualities ef heart 
and mind would weigh light in the scale 
against genealogy. 

Medenham did some shopping, lunched 
at a club, surprised his tailor by a pro- 
longed visit and close inspection of tweeds 
and broadcloths, and successfully repressed 
a strong desire to write a letter. It was 
some consolation to peruse for the twen- 
tieth time the feur closely-written pages 
on which Sylvia had set out the tour’s 
time-table for the benefit of Simmonds. 
He had not returned it, since she pos- 
sessed a copy, and in his mind’s eye, he 
followed the Mercury on its flight up the 
map from end to end of industrial Lanca- 
shire, through smoky Pre:ton to trim Lan- 
caster and quiet Kendal, and finally, after 
a long day, to the brooding peace and se- 
rene beauty of Windermere. 

At last, rousing himself from his dream- 
ing—for he was now back in his club 
again, sipping a cup of tea—he glanced at 
his watch. Five o’clock—a likely hour to 
find Mr. Vanrenen in the hotel, if, as was 
most probable, Devar’s telegram to his 
mother was altogether mistaken in its re- 
port of the millionaire’s movements. 

He meant, of course, to make himself 
known to Vanrenen, and go through the 
whole adventure from ‘A to Z. It should 
provide an interesting story, he thought— 
lively as a novel in some of its chapters, 
and calculated to appeal strongly to the 
bright intelligence of an American. 

He was in the best of humors with him- 
self when he arrived at the inquiry office 
of the Savoy hotel and asked for Mr. Peter 
Vanrenen. “Left here Sunday, sir,” was 
the answer. “He will not return for a 
week.” 

This blow dashed his hopes. He had 
counted strongly on gaining Vanrenen’s 
friendship and sympathy before Sylvia’s 
dainty vision met his eyes again. “Has he 
gone to Paris?” he inquired. 

“Can’t say, sir, I’m sure. My orders are 
to tell callers that Mr. Vanrenen will be in 
town next Tuesday.” 

So, if present arrangements held good, 
Sylvia would reach London two days before 
her father. Well, he must contrive some- 
how to put Lady St. Maur in a proper 
frame of mind. Mrs. Leland’s presence 
would‘ be a positive blessing in that re- 
spect. Meanwhile, there would be no harm 
done if—— 

Lest prudence should conquer him a sec- 
ond time, he sat down and wrote: 

“Dear Miss Vanrenen,—I hope the careis 


behaving in a manner that befits the mes- 
senger of the gods, and that Dale has jus- 
tified my faith in him. I am here in fulfill- 
ment of my promise to call on Mr. Van- 
renen: unluckily, he is out of town, and 
the hotel people say he is not expected 
back till a day early next week. If you 
make any change in your program, or even 
if you have a minute to spare, though prov- 
ing yourself a true American by rigidly 
adhering to schedule, please send a line to 
yours ever sincerely - 

Once more he hesitated at the name, and 
contented himself by signing “George, the 
Chauffeur.” The problem of an address 
offered some difficulty, but he boldly de- 
clared for “91, Cavendish square,” in a 
postcript, believing, and correctly as it 
happened that Sylvia shared with Sam 
Weller a peculiar knowledge of London 
that rendered one address very like unto 
another in her eyes. 

Before leaving the hotel, he inquired for 
Count Edouard Marigny. He drew a blank 
there. No such name had been registered 
during the year. 

The dinner passed without noteworthy 
incident. Sir Ashley Stoke condemned the 
government, the Marquis of Scarland was 
more skeptical as to tke prospects of 
grouse shooting after the deluge in April 
and May, Lord Fairholme growled at the 
pernicious effects of the ground game act, 
and Medenham spoke of these things with 
his lips, but in his heart thought of Sylvia. 

The four men were in the smoking-room, 
and the Earl was chaffing his son on ac- 
count of his inability to play bridge, when 
Tomkinson entered. He approached Me- 
denham. “Dale has arrived; he wishes to 
see your lordship,” he said in a stage 
whisper. 

“Dale!” The young man sprang to his 
feet, and his troubled cry brought a smile 
of wonderment to his brother-in-law’s 
face. 

“By Jove!” said the Marquis, “you 
couldn’t have jumped quicker if Tomkin- 
son had said ‘the devil’ instead of ‘Dale.’ 
Who, then, is Dale?” 

Medenham hurried from the room with- 
out another word. The Earl shook his 
head. “More mischief!” he muttered. “Dale 
is George’s chauffeur. I suppose he is 
mixed up in this Vanrenen muddle again.” 

“What muddle is that?” asked Scarland. 
“Is George in it?—that would be unusual.” 

Fairholme suddenly bethought himself. 
“Something to do with a motor,” he said 
vaguely. “The Vanrenens are Americans, 
friends of Mrs. Leland’s. You remember 
her, Arthur, don’t you?” 

“Perfectly. Is Vanrenen the Peter of 
that ilk?” 

“I think so. Yes—that is the name— 
Peter Vanrenen.” 

“Oh, he’s all right! If George has any 
dispute with him I'll settle it in a minute. 
He is as straight as they make ’em— 
bought two of my prize bulls three years 
ago for his ranch in Montana. By the 
way, someone told me the other day that 
he has a very pretty caughter—a real 
peach,’ the man said. Wonder if George 
has seen her? Begad, he might go farther 
and fare worse. We effete aristocrats can 
do with a strain of new blood occasionally, 
eh, what?” 

“*Vanrenen’ sounds like a blend of Old 
Dutch and New England,” said Sir Ashley 
Stoke, who. was sane on all subjects save 
one, his pet mania being the decay of 
England since the passing of the Victorian 
age. 

The Earl’s egotism was severely shaken. 
Who would have thought that a pillar of 
the state like Scarland would approve of 
this Vanrenen girl as a match for George, 


even in jest? But he had the good sense 
to steer clear of explanations. 

Medenham, meanwhile, had rushed into 
the hall. He expected to find Dale there, 
but saw no-one except the suave footman 
on duty. The man opened the door. “Dale 
is outside, in the car, my lord,” he said. 

“In the car!” That meant the bursting 
of a meteor in a blue sky. 

Sure enough, there stood the Mercury 
dusty and panting, but seemingly gather- 
ing breath for another mighty effort if 
necessary. “Come in!” shouted Medenham, 
on whom the first strong shadow of im- 
pending disaster had fallen as soon as he 
heard those ill-omen words “in the car.” 

Dale scrambled to the pavement and 
walked stiffly up the steps, being weary 
after an almost unbroken run of 180 miles. 
He nodded to the Mercury, and the footman 
rang for a pageboy to mount guard. Me- 
denham led the way into a small anteroom 
and switched on the light. “Now,” he said. 


“Mr. Vanrenen kem to Chester last night 
in Simmonds’ car, my lord. This mornin’ 
he sent for me an’ sez, ‘Who are you?’ 
‘The chauffeur, sir, sez I. ‘Whose -chauf- 
feur?’ sez he. ‘Yours for the time,’ sez I, 
bein’ sort of ready for him. ‘Well, you can 
get,’ sez he. ‘Get what?’ sez I. ‘Get out,’ 
sez he. Of course, my lord, I knew well 
enough what he meant, but I wanted to 
have it straight, an’ I got it.” 

Dale’s style of speech was elliptical, 
though he might have been surprised if 
told so. For once, Medenham wished he 
was a loquacious man. “Was nothing else 
said?” he asked. “No message from—any- 
one? No reason given? What brought 
Simmonds to Chester?” 

“Mr. Vanrenen picked him up in Bristol 
at 4 a. m. yesterday, my lord. Simmonds 
made out that that there Frenchman, Mon- 
sieur Marigny (Dale prided himself on a 
smattering of French), had pitched a fine 
ole tale about you. In fact, the bearings 
got so hot at Symond’s Yat that Simmonds 
chucked his job till Mr, Vanrenen sort of 
apologized.” 

“Can you be specific, Dale? You are 
hard to follow.” 

“Well, my lord, it’s a long road that 
stretches between here an’ Chester, an’ I 
left there’ at 10 o’clock this mornin’, run- 
nin’ through any Gord’s quantity of traps, 
an’ all. I never set eyes on Miss Sylvia,” 
continued the chauffeur. Another lady kem 
out an’ looked me up and down. ‘Yes, that 
is the car,’ she said, an’ with that I remem- 
bered seein’ her at San Remo. Mrs. Devar 
seemed as if she wanted to say somethink, 
but she daren’t, because Mr. Vanrenen’s 
eye was on her. He made no bones about 
it, but told me to scorch back to London 
the minute Simmonds got the carrier off.” 

“IT am quife clear on that point. What 
I really want to know is the reason behind 
Simmonds’ statement about Count Marig- 
ny’s tale-pitching, as you term it.” x 

“Oh, of course, Mr. Vanrenen didn’t say 
anythink. Simmonds was what you call 
puttin’ two and two together. From what 
Mr. Vanrenen arsked him it was easy 
enough to get at the Frenchman’s dirty 
tricks.” 

“Tell me how Simmonds put it?” said 
Medenham, with the patience of a great 
anger. Dale scratched the back of his ear. 

“For one thing, my lord, Mr. Vanrenen 
wanted to know if you was really a vis- 
count. It was a long time before Simmonds 
could get him to believe that the accident 
in Down street wasn’t a put-up job. Then, 
he was sure you stopped in Symond’s Yat 
just in order to throw Mr. Marigny off 
your track. Simmonds is no fool, my lord, 
an’ he guesses that the Frenchman brought 
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Mr. Vanrenen hot-foot from Paris so as 
to—to——” 

Dale grinned. “Well, my lord, excuse 
me,” he said, “but you know what I mean.” 

Medenham completed the sentence. “So 
as to prevent me from marrying Miss Syl- 
via.” 

“Exactly what Simmonds an’ me said, my 
lord.” 

“He will not succeed, Dale.” 

“IT never thought he would. Once your 
lordship is set on a thing, well, that thing 
occurs.” 

“Thank you. Good-night.” 

Medenham did not feel equal to facing 
the men in the smoking-room again. He 
went out, walked up Oxford street and 
across the park, and reached his room 
about midnight. Next day he devoted 
himself to work. In view of the new and 
strange circumstances that had arisen he 
believed confidently that Sylvia would re- 
ply to his letter by return of post, and 
there should be no chance of delay, be- 
cause she meant to stay two days at Win- 
dermere, making that town the center of 
excursions through Lake-land. While the 
son was seeking forgetfulness in classify- 
ing’ a collection of moths and night flies 
caught during a week at La Turbie, the 
father found occupation in prosecuting 
diligent inquiries into the social and finan- 
cal standing of Peter Vanrenen. As a re- 
sult, the Earl visited Lady St. Maur, and, 
as a further result, Lady St. Maur wrote a 
very biting and sarcastic note to “My Dear 
Millicent.” Moreover, she decided not to 
press her nephew to visit her at present. 

Next morning, Medenham was up _ be- 
times. He heard the early postman’s knock, 
and Tomkinson in person brought the Iet- 
ters. “There’s nothink in the name of 
Fitzroy, my lord,” said he, having been 
warned in that matter overnight. 

Medenham took his packet with the best 
grace possible, trying to assure himself 
that Sylvia had written at a late hour and 
had missed the first London mail in con- 
sequence, Glancing hurriedly through the 
correspondence, however, his glance fell on 
a letter bearing the Windermere postmark. 
It was addressed, in an unfamiliar hand, to 
“Viscount Medenham,” and the writing was 
bold, well-formed and business-like. Then 
he read: 


“Sir.—My daughter received a note from 
you this morning, ahd she was about to 
answer it when I informed her that she 
was communicating with a person who had 
given her an assumed name. I also asked 
her, as a favor, to permit me to reply in 
her stead. Now, I have this to say—Miss 
Vanrenen does not know, and will never 
know from me, the true nature of the trick 


vou played on her. You bear the label of 
a gentleman, so it is my earnest hope— 
indeed, my sincere belief—that you will 
respect the trust she placed in you, and not 
expose her to the idle chatter of clubs and 


scandal-spreading drawing-rooms. During 
two days I have heen very bitter against 


vou. Today I take a calmer view, and, pro- 
vided that neither my daughter nor I ever 
ee or hear of you again, I shall be willing 
to eredit that you acted more in a spirit of 


youthful caprice than from any foul desire 
to injure the good repute of one who has 
done no harm to you or yours.—I am, yours 
truly. Peter Vanrenen.” 


Medenham reaa and re-read this biting 
letter many times. Then, out of brooding 
chaos leaped one fiery question—where was 
Marigny ? 
had shut and bolted in his face did not 
frighten him. He had leaped a wall of 
brass and triple steel when he won Sylvia 
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Vanrenen’s love in the guise of a humble 
chauffeur, so it was unbelievable that the 
barrier interposed by a father’s misguided 
wrath should prove unsurmountable. 

But Marigny! He wanted to feel his 
fingers clutching that slender throat, to 
see that pink and white face empurple and 
grow black under their strain, and it was 
all-important that the scoundrel should be 
brought to book before the Vanrenens re- 
turned to London. He gave a _ passing 
thought to Mrs. Leland, it was true. If 
she shared with Vanrenen the silly little 
secret of his identity, it was beyond com- 
prehension that she should let her friend 
hold the view that he (Medenham) was 
merely an enterprising blackguard. 

Still, these considerations were light as 
thistledown compared with the need of 
finding Marigny. He and Dale began to 
hunt London for the Frenchman. But they 
had to deal with a wary bird, who would 
not break covert till it suited his own con- 
venience. And then, the sublime cheek of 
the man! On the Friday morning, when 
Medenham rose with a fixed resolve to ob- 
tain the services of a private detective, he 
received this note: 


“Dear Viscount Medenham,—I have a 
notion, as our mutual acquaintance Mr. 
Vanrenen would say (Do you know him? 
Now that I consider the matter, I think 
not), that you are anxious to meet me. 
We have things to discuss, have we not? 
Well, then, I await you at the above ad- 
dress.. Yours to command, 

Edouard Marigny.” 


At any other moment the tone of confi- 
dence underlying the effrontery of this 
letter would certainly have revealed its 
presence to a brain more than ordinarily 
acute. But in the storm and stress of his 
rage against gods and men Medenham did 
not wait to ponder subtleties of expression. 
No matter what the hidden reason that in- 
spired Marighy’s pen it was enough for Me- 
denham to know that at last this arch- 
plotter and very perfect rascal was within 
his reach. He breakfasted in a fury of 
haste crammed on 2 hat, and rushed away, 
meaning to drive in a cab to the hotel in 
Northumberland avenue from which Ma- 
rigny wrote. 

Such was his agitated state, that he was 
not even surprised when he found the Mer- 
cury waiting outside, with Dale, taciturn as 
ever, scrutinizing the day’s sporting news. 
Soon his lordship was being conducted by 
a hotel servant to a private sitting-room. 
The Frenchman who was seated at a table 
writing when he entered, rose and bowed 
politely. 

“I thought it highly probable that I 
should have the honor of seeing you this 
morning, Viscount Medenham,” he said, 
and there was a touch of restraint, of for- 
mal courtesy, in his voice that the other, 
even in his anger against the man, did 
not fail to notice. Oddly enough, it savored 
of brutality to attack him without preface, 
and Marigny seemed to be unconscious of 
his visitor’s unconcealed animosity. 

“IT am glad you are here,” he went on 
glibly. “Recent events call for a full dis® 
cussion between you and me, do you agree? 
But before we come to close quarters, as 
you say in England, I wish to know wheth- 
er the argument is to be conducted on 
lines that befit gentlemen. On the last 
occasion when we differed you used the 
methods of the costermonger.” 

“They served their purpose,” said Meden- 
ham, annoyed at finding the Frenchman’s 
coolness rather disconcerting. Suddenly 
he decided on a new plan of action, and 
resolved to let the man say what he chose. 
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Dearly as he would have liked to wreak 
physical vengeance on him, he felt that 
such a proceedieg offered the least satis- 
fatcory way out of a situation fraught with 
no small risk of publicity. Marigny must 
have had some all-powerful motive in send- 
ing for him; better learn that before his 
bitter and contemptuous words sealed an 
adversary’s lips. 

“Won’t you sit down?” came the urbane 
request. 

“I prefer standing, if you don’t mind,” 
said Medenham curtly; then he added, after 
a little pause: “It may clear the atmos- 
phere somewhat if I tell you that I threat- 
ened you at Bristol merely because a cer- 
tain issue had to be determined within a 
few seconds. That consideration does not 
apply now. You are at liberty to say what 
you like without fear of consequences.” 

The Frenchman elevated his eyebrows, 
“Fear?” he said. 

“Oh! don’t bandy words with me. You 
know what I mean. I suppose a man must 
possess courage of a sort even to become 
a blackmailer, which is what you threaten 
to develop into, At any rate, I promise to 
keep my hands off you, if that is what you 
want.” 

“Not exactly!’ was the quiet answer. 
“One may draw distinctions, even in that 
regard, but I do wish for an ‘opportunity 
to discuss our quarrel without an appeal 
to brute force.” 

“In other words,” said Medenham sternly, 
“vou want to be free to say something 
which under ordinary conditions would 
earn you a thrashing. Well—say it!” 

Marigny nodded, pulled a chair round so 
that he was straddled across it, facing Me- 
denham, with his arms resting on the back. 
“In a dispute of this kind,” he said, “it is 
well to begin at the beginning, otherwise 
one’s motives are apt to be misunderstood. 
Even you, I suppose, will admit that I was 
first in the field.” 

There was no answer. To his credit, 
Medenham thought, Marigny showed a cu- 
rious unwillingness to mention~ Sylvia’s 
name, but no matter what he had in mind, 
Medenham certainly did not intend to ren- 
der his task easier. 

“You see,” went on Count Edouard, after 
a reflective puff or two at his cigarette, “I 
am quite as well-born a man in my country 
as you are in yours. I have not ascertained 
the date when the Fairholme earldom was 
created, but there has been a Comte Marig- 
ny on the Loire since 1434. Of course, you 
understand that I do not mention this tri- 
vial fact in any ridiculous spirit of boast- 
ing. I only put it forward as constituting 
a claim to a certain equality. That is all. 
Unfortunately, recent events in my family 
have robbed me of those necessary appur- 
tenances te rank and position which a hap- 
pier fate has preserved to you. I am poor, 
you are rich; I must marry a wife with 
money, you can afford to marry for love. 
Why, then, Viscount Medenham, should 
you step in and rob me of a rich wife?” 

In spite of his loathing of the means 
adopted by this self-proclaimed rival to 
snatch an advantage, Medenham did not 
hesitate to reply: “My answer to that is, 
@f course, that I have done nothing of the 
sort. I simply intervened between a crew 
of adventurers and their possible, though 
most improbable, victim.” 

“Unfortunately, our points of view are 
irreconciliable,”’ went on the Frenchman 
airily. “I might claim that the term ad- 
venturer, as applied to me, is a harsh one. 
You may inquire where and how you 
choose in Paris, dnd you will find no dis- 
credit attached to my name. But that phase 
of the difficulty is now of no consequence. 
Let us keep to the main issue. Some three 


months ago I made the acquaintance of a 
lady fitted in every respect to fill my ideal. 
I was on good terms with her father, and 
by no means displeasing to the lady her- 
self. Given a fair opportunity, I thought ! 
might win her, and I was puzzling my wits 
to know how best to attain that most de 
sirable end when fate apparently opened a 
way. But you have no doubt observed in 
life that while one can seldom misinter 
pret fate’s frowns, her smiles can be dam 
nably misleading. Sometimes they are lit 
tle else than malicious leers; it was so now 
and I quickly found that I had erred in 
thinking that I had been vouchsafed a gold 
en opportunity x 

“Can’t you spare me some of this theor- 
izing?” broke in Medenham with a cold 
impatience. “You happened to send for 
me at a moment when I was exceedingly 
anxious to meet you. The fact that I am 
here in response to your request stops me 
from carrying out the special purpose | 
had in view. That can wait, though not 
very long. At any rate, you might save 
yourself some hair-splitting and me some 
exercise of self-restraint by telling me 
what it is that you want.” 

“A thousand regrets if I am boring you,’ 
said Marigny, leaning back in the chair 
and laying the cigarette on the mantelpiece 
“Yet bear with me a little while, I pray 
you; these explanations are necessary. A 
sane man acts with motive, and it is only 
reasonable that you should understand my 
motive before you hear my project.” 

“Ah, then, there is a project?” 

“Yes: You have stepped in between me 
and the realization of my dearest wish, of 
my main object in life. You are, I take it, 
a soldier and a gentleman. There is a way 
by which men of honor settle these dis 
putes—I invite you to follow it.” 

The fantastic proposal was made with an 
air of dignity that robbed it of any inher 
ent ludicrousness. Greatly as he despised 
his man, Medenh un could not wholly con 
ceal the wonder that leaped to his eyes 
“Are you suggesting that we should fight 
a duel?” he asked, smiling with incredulity 
yet constrained to believe that Marigny was 
speaking in cold blood. 

“Yes—oh, yes. A duel—no make-bc 
lieve !” 

A curious change came into Marigny’s 
voice at that instant. He seemed to bark 
2ach staccato phrase; a_ vindictive. fire 
gleamed in his black eyes, and. the olive 
tint showed beneath the pink and white of 
his skin. 

Medenham laughed, almost good-humor 
edly. “The notion is worthy of you,” he 
said. “I might have expected it, but I fan 
cied you were more sensible. Surely you 
know enough of my world to. realize that 
such a thing is impossible.” 

“It must be made possible,” said Marig- 
ny gravely. 

“It cannot—I refuse.” 

“I am partly prepared for some such an 
swer, but I shall be just to you in my 
thoughts, Viscount Medenham. I know you 
are a brave man. ‘It is not cowardice, but 
your insular convention that restrains you 
from facing me on the field. Nevertheless, 
I insist.” 

Medenham threw out an impatient hand 
“You are talking arrant nonsense, for what 
purpose I can hardly conceive,” he said 
frowning with vexation at the tragi-comedy 
into which he had been drawn. “French 
men, it is true, regard these things frem « 
different standpoint. That which seem: 
rational to you is little else than buffoon 
ery to me. If that is your object in seck 
ing an interview it has. now been accom 
plished. I absolutely decline to entertair 
the proposition for a moment. You hav: 
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certaifily succeeded in lending an air of 


drivel toa controversy that 1 regard as se- 
rious. ‘I came here filled with very bitter 
thoughts towards you, but your burlesque 
has disarmed me. It is only fair, however, 
that I should warn you not to cross my 
path again, since one’s sense of humor may 
become ‘strained, and that will be bad for 
you.” 

His attitude seemed to betoken an imme- 
diate departure, but Marigny looked at him 
so fixedly that he waited to hear what the 
other had to say. He was quite deter- 
mined now to keep Sylvia out of the dis- 
cussion. —Even Vanrenen’s letter need not 
be mentioned until he had seen the mil- 
lionaire in person and disabused his mind 
of the inept inventions with which the 
Frenchman had perplexed him. 

“I don’t take your refusal as final,” said 
Count Edouard. “I was at pains to ex- 
plain my position, and there now devolves 
upon mé the @isagreeable duty of telling 
you what will: happen if you do not fight. 
You English niay not care to defend your 
honor in the manner that appeals to a more 
sensitive nation like the French, but you 
are vulnerable in your womenfolk. I now 
tell you quite frankly, that if you do not 
abandon your pretensions to Miss Sylvia 
Vanrenen, I shall make it my special busi- 
ness in life to ruin her socially.” 

Medenham listened more in amazement 
than indignation. At first, the true signifi- 
cance of the threat left him unmoved. In 
his ears it was a mere repetition of the 
bogey raised by Vanrenen, and that was 
the wildest nonsense. 

“I really do not think you are responsi- 
ble for your words,” he began. 

Marigny swept aside the protest with an 
emphatic gesture. “Oh, yes, I am,” he said, 
his voice low, sibilant, menacing. “I have 
laid my plans, and shall pursue them with 
a complete detachment. Others may suf- 
fer—so shall I. I have practically reached 
the limit of my resources. In a month or 
less I-shall be penniless. What money I 
could scrape together I devoted to the 
furtherance of this marriage project, and 
I am well aware that when you meet Mr. 

Janrenen, my poor little cobweb of in- 
trigue will be blown into thin air. You are 
quite a désirable parti, Viscount Medenham 
—every condition points to your speedy 
and happy union to the lady of your choice. 
It is, however, a most unfortunate and 
lamentable fact that she happens to be the 
lady of my choice, and I shall revenge my- 
self on you, through her, in the best way 
calculated to pierce your thick British hide. 
The future Countess of Fairholme should 
be superior to Caesar’s wife in being not 
only abdve suspicion, but alfogether re- 
moved from its taint. I am afraid that it 
will be my task to tarnish her escutcheon.” 

“You miserable rascal,” cried Medenham, 
stung beyond endurance by this extraordi- 
nary declaration of a vile purpose, “why 
should you imagine that I shall allow you 
to sit there and pour forth your venom 
unscathed? Stand up, you beast, or must 
I kick you up!” 

“Ha! Are you ready to fight me now, 
my worthy Viscount! But not in your cos- 
termonger fashion. You cannot, because 
I have your promise. You see, I have tak- 
en your measure with some accuracy, and 
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hard words will not move me. I mean you 
-te understand the issue clearly. Either 
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you meet me under conditions that will Cure Your 
ensure a clear field for the survivor, or I je 
devote myself to spreading in every quar- 
ter most likely to prove damaging to Miss up rh b e 


Vanrenen the full, though, perhaps, untrue, 


but none the less fascinating, story of her : 99 
boating excursion on the Wye at mid- ure iné 
night.” 

He dia then spring to his feet, for Me- 


denham was advancing on him with ob- Old Sea Captain Cured His Own 
vious intent to stiffle the monstrous accusa- Rupture After Doctors Said 
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. : : Captain Collings sailed the seas for 
rives, and I will ask you to consider what many years; then he sustained a bad 
manner of gloss will be placed upon your come weatare tat goon forced him to 
: . a . . . > 6 ci we > no only remain ashore, u cept 1m 
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you credit for a quicker wit, but it is grat- 
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ifying to learn that you are beginning at 


last to see that I am in deadly earnest. 
When I strike there is nothing half-hearted 
behind my blow; I swear to you that I shall 
neither relent nor draw back. If ruin over- 
whelms me, Sylvia Vanrenen shall be in- 
volved in my downfall. Picture to your- 
self the smiles, the whispers, the half-spok- 
en scandal that will cling to her through 
life. Who will believe her when she says 
that she was ignorant of your rank when 
she started out from London? The incom- Hith Wi 

parable Sylvia and the naughty Viscount ty | 
touring their thousand miles through Eng- full tifd H, Ui! 
land with Mrs. Devar as a shield of inno- UL li Wd wd 
cence! Mrs. Devar! Can’t you hear the 
long and loud guffaw that would convulse 
society as soon as her name cropped up? 
Ah, you are writhing under the lash now, I 
fancy! It is dawning on you that a peril 
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any aw yee ea eee rofits by 
doubli uction his hens. a Pactentifie 


= — n vagh Snr that revitalizes the flock and makes hens 
the time, sph ee called “ More Eggs." 

“Sue e your hens a few cents’ worth of ‘“More Eggs,"’ 

and you will be jp = and delighted with results. 


A Dollar’s worth of “More Eges” will 
double this year’s production of eggs 


To try this ~maker, write B. J. Reefer, 
poultry expert, 145 Reefer Bidg., Kansas City, Mo., 
who will send you a snouts supply of * ‘More Eggs” Tonic 
for $1.00 (prepaid). 

So confident is Mr. Reefer of the results, that a 
million-dollar if you are not abso- 
teely Satisfied your dollar will be returned on request, and the 

More Eggs” costs you enim. 

Send a dollar today, or ask Mr. Reefer for his Free poultry 
beg grat $8 ~ ud, the experience of a man who has made a fortune 
out poultr: 
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“Just one month ago Edith and I agreed 
that we would point out each other’s faults 
without reserve.” 

“And yeu are still doing it?” 

“Oh, no; we haven’t spoken to each other 
for 29 days.”—Boston Transcript. 


“In early English days they toek a poet 
who failed to please and tossed him in a 
blanket.” 

“Yes.” answered Grannie Rilem. “Peo- 
ple take care of things better now. A 
perfectly good blanket is too valuable to 
be treated in amy such fashion.”—-Washing- 
ton Star. 


Bill—i’m making money selling mice. 

Jiili—Whom do you seli them to? 

Bill—The professor of music in the next 
street. 

Jill—What on earth does he want mice 
for? 

Bill—Why, he uses them for trying the 
veices of young ladies—Pearson’s. 

He (after be had watched her knitting 
for an hour)—Whiat are you knitting? 

She—I don’t know yet.—Pitt Panther. 


ON THE JOB. 


Sammy, just arrived at French seaport, 
to British Tommy who has been there some 


f 
ae 





vy, sonny, whe! this durned old 
battlefield o? yourn?—Carteop ig London 
QO} 

—Do you want an exact portrait, 
madam? 

Mrs. Parvenu—Couldn’t you make me 
look as thongh I had been rich .ajl my life? 
—Boston Transcript 

First Bystander (watching two men fight- 
ing)—Can’t somebody part them? 

Second Bystander eep back. Don't 
interfere! One is an iceman and the other 
is the coal combine. Maybe theyll both 
get hurt —Brooklvn Citizen. 

“Bo you think German should be taught 
in the schools generally?” 

“What's the use of learning it?” rejoined 
Senator Sorghum. “Nebody is going to be- 
lieve anything that’s said im German for 
years to eome.”—Washington Star. 


Grace—Don't tell anybody for the world. 
See this ring? George slipped it op my 
finger last night, 

Ethel-—Yes, it’s nice looking, but it will 
make a black cirele round your fiager be- 
per peeve worn it a week. It did on mine. 
= 1t§, 


Clerk (in 
and starved 


or relief office, to ragged 
ing applicant)—Well, 


will inquire into your case and the result 
will be made known te you as seon as 
possible. By the way, have you a tele- 
phone ?—Boston Transcript. 


Bill—He always said he’d mever marry 
until the right girl came along. 

Jiil—Well, how does he know the one he 
is going to marry is the right one? 

Bill—Oh, she told him she was.—Yonkers 
Statesman. 


“What will Germany do when her men 
begin to starve?” 

“That won't happen for a long time, for 
the women and chfidren will starve first.” 
—Life. 


He (in khaki)—I leve th® smell ef pow- 
der. 

She—Do you really? And don’t you 
think the violet is the best?—Boston Tran- 
script. 


“What is your dog’s name?” 

“I don’t know yet,” replied the patient 
man. “I am still experimenting. I have 
tried nearly all the dog names I can think 
of and he doesn’t answer to any of them.” 
—Washington Star. 


Clara—I see Cynthia has decorated her 
room with guns, pistols, swords and the 
like. 

Cora—Yes; she always has been a great 
girl for having arms about her.—Pearson’s. 


She—Remember when he was a green 
country boy and you showed him the 
sights? What a crude interest he took! 

He—He’s the same now, except that he’d 
like to take the interest before it’s accrued. 
—Answers. 


“I wish you could find out how I stand 
with your father.” 

Why do you want to know?” 

“He gave me a tip on the stock market 
today.’—Boston Transcript. 


WHEN THE DAY IS DONE. 
I have eaten a- bale 
Of spinach and kale, 

And I’ve never iaised a row. 
I have swallowed a can 
Of moistened bran 

And I feel like a brindle cow. 
I am taking a snack 
From the old haystack 

In the evening shadows gray. 
And I’m glad, you bet, 
At last to get 

To the end of a meatless day. 

—Washington Star. 


LIFE IN NEW YORK. 
“What are you digging here, old top?” 
“I’m fixing to build a theater.” 
“Think you'll get any business?” 
“Will I? People are booking seats now.” 
Kansas City Journal. 


VERSATILE MENDACITY. 


That kaiser is a busy chap, 
Who as a linguist shows great pride. 
There’s not a language on the map 
In which he hasn’t falsified! 
—Washington Star. 


SHE LACKED ONE DIMENSION. 
Alfred A, , New York’s Russian ex- 
pert, said the other day; “The Russian rev- 
olutionists are r- stics. They’re idealists. 
They now invite the German populace to 
revolt, byt revolution demands a democrat- 
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ie spirit, and the German people, so far as 
a democratic spirit goes, are as deficient as 
the yery fat old lady who got stuck in the 
door of a car and could get neither out nor 
in. 
“ ‘Sideways, ma’am. Try sideways, the 
conductor shouted helpfully. 

“Oh, drat the feller, panted the old 
lady. ‘I ain’t got no sideways. ”—Pitts- 
burgh Chronicle-Telegraph. 


KEEP UP THE ROADS. 


We are enthusiastic road builders but 
poor road caretakers. The uspal practice 
has been for the state or county to build 
a splendid highway and then proceed to 
wear it down into a string of bumps and 
chuck -holes without a single provision 
for maintenance. The imperative necessity 
for constant care and repair has been dis- 
regarded. 

Iowa now takes the lead by adopting a 
law placing all county roads under patrol- 
men who shalt go over a certain mileage 
weekly and keep it in repair. Once a good 
road is built Iowa proposes to see that it 
continues to be good. This is the secret 
of the wonderful roads of Europe—con- 
stant maintenance. No greater good can 
come from federal control of road improve- 
ment than to impress upon both state and 
community the necessity for maintenance, 

Country Gentleman. 


A FAMILY FAILING, 


The school teacher had punished Tommy 
so often for talking during school and the 
punishments had: been so apparently with- 
out effect that as.a last resort she decided 
to notify Tommy’s father of his son’s 
fault. So, following the deportment mark 
on his next report were these words: 

“Tommy talks a great deal.” 

In due time the report. was returned with 
his father’s signature. and. under it was 
written: 

“You ought to hear his mother,”—Mil- 
waukee Journal, 


SWEET FORGIVENESS. 


Rastus was about to die. Fora long time 
he resisted the importunities of Parson 


Tobaceo Habit 
‘Easily Overcome 


r & New Yorker, of wide experience, has written 
a book telling how the tobacco or snuff habit may 
be easily and completely banished in three days 
with delightful benefit. The author, Edward J. 
Woods, P 429, Station BH, New York City, will 
mail his book free on request. 

The health improves wonderfully after tobacco 
craving is conquered. Calmness, tranquil sleep, 


clear eyes, normal appetite, good digestion, manly 
vigor, strong memory and a general gain in efficiency 
are among the many benefits reported. Get rid of 
that nervous feeling; no more need of pipe, cigar, 
igarette, snuff or chewing tobacco to pacify 
morbid desire.—Advt. 


RHEUMATISM 


RECIPE 


I will gladly send any Rheumatism sufferer a 
Simple Herb Recipe Absolutely Free that Complete 
ly Cured me of a terrible attack of museuwlar and 
infa€mmatory Rheumatism of long standing after 
everything else I tried had failed me. I have given 
it to many sufferers who believed their cases hope: 
les$, yet ‘they found relief from their suffering by 
taking these simple herbs. It also relieves Sciatica 
promptly, as well as Neuralgia, and is a wonderful 
blood’ purifier, You are most welcome to this Herb 
Recipe if you will send for it at once.~ I believe 
you will consider it a God-Send after’ you have put 
t te the test. There is nothing injurious contained 
a it, and you can see for yourself exactly what 
ou are taking. I will gladly send this Recipe— 
\bsolutely free—to any sufferer who will send 
ume and address. W, K, SUTTON, 2650 Magnolia 
Avenue, Los Angeles, California, 














ceotts, but finally consented to fdérgive his 
bitterest enemy, Solomon Johnson. 
“Yas-suh,” he said weakly, “I fo’gives 
him an’ don’ wish him no hahm a tall. 
Yas-suh, I wants to meet him in de Golden 
City. I hopes dat he'll be a-settin’ on de 
sumny side of be street sound asleep, so’s 
I kin slip up behind him wif a slipperyel- 
lum club. Dat’s all.”,—Country Gentleman. 


PROBLEM FOR TEACHERS. 


There was a meeting of the new teachers 
ahd the eld. It was a sort of leve feast, re- 
eeption or whatever you call it. Anyhow 
all the teachers got together and pretended 
they didn’t have a care in the world. After 
the eats were eaten, the chairman proposed 
a toast: “Long Live Our Teachers!” 

It was responded to enthusiastically. One 
of the new teachers was called on to re- 
spond. He modestly accepted. His answer 
was: “What on?”—Grit. 








U. S. GOVERNMENT WANTS HELP 


THOUSANDS men—women clerks, 18 or over, $100 
to $150 month. Write Franklin Institute, Dept. LS4, 
Rochester, N. Y., for list of positions now open. 


Patent <rice™ Rss 


than all other patent books 


Sense 22°s. Rae 


B.S. & A. B. Lacey, 91 Barrister Bldg., Washington, D. C 


LET The Pethanaer can furnish any 
magazine or newspaper (no matf- 

us ter where published) in combina- 
tion with a subscription to the Path- 


t money saving i 7 

SAVE We do mes pubis a combina 
es. 

SUBSCRIPTION eal our titel 

MON to send us a Hst of the pa~ 


pers desired, and allow s 


FOR to quote our low prices for same 
before placing order. W*en you 
YoU find we can save you money send 

us your order. The Pathfinder. 















































































ECZEMA 


called Tetter, Salt Rheum, 


Pruritus, Milk Crust, Water 
Poison, Weeping Skin, etc. 


For fifteen Ihave been treating one disease 
alone, ECZEMA. IL have Handled over one million 
cases. I donot pretend to know it all, but I am con- 
CN oe cease releaal te DhOmatter ad cancel, 
b y rheumatism and cancer, 
Tike ead waust be removed. 








Eczema is called by some people Itch, Tetter, Salt 
Rheum, Pruritus, Milk Crust, Weeping Skin, etc, j 
am fully convinced Ec isa, curable disease, and 9p CANNADA 
when I say it can be , 1 mean just what I say— Sesswe Speciaiiet 
C-U-R-E-D, and. not merely patched up for a while to {6 15 Years. 

return worse thah before. It makes no difference : Pe 
» what doctors have told you, or what all you have tried, all I ask is just a 
chance to proye to you that this vast experience has taught me a great deal that 
would be ‘of help to you. If you will write me today I will send you a free trial 
of my mild, ifig, guaranteed treatment that will do more to convince you 
than Lor anyone else could in a month’s preaching. It’s all up to.you. If you 
suffer ‘any more With eczema and refuse to merely write to me for free’ trial, just 

ame yourself. No matter where you live, I have tréated your neighbors. Merely 
dreosize me a postal today is likely to give you more real comfort in a week than 
you ever expected to enjoy again. it right now, your'very life may be at stake. 


J. E. CANNADAY, M. D., 1340 Court Bk., Sedalia, Mo. 


Reference: Third National Bank, Sedalia, or ask your banker to find out about me. 
Send. this notice to some poor sufferer from eczema, It will be a kind act by you. 
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TAT? 12 i NORMAL INSTRUCTOR-PRIMARY PLANS is everywhere 

race eae recognized as the formost educational magazine in the world, 
by far excelling all other educational journals in size, circulation, 
character of contents and helpfulness to teachers. It is published 
monthly during the school year from September to June inclusive, 
and each nmimber is filled with the choicest and best educational 
material obtainable. 


The contents are adapted to the daily needs of teachers of all 
grades and of rural schools, and comprise Methods, Aids and Sug- 
gestions in English, Literature, Dramatization, Composition, Arith- 
metic, Geography, History, Spelling, Picture Study, Agriculture, 
Drawing, Penmanship, Hygiene, Busy Work and many other topics. 


The contributors to Normal Instructor-Primary Plans are se- 
lected from the most successfal educators and teachers in their 
respective branches and their articles present the latest and most 
approved methods in use in the schoolroom. 


Particular attention is given to illustrations, which include 
full page drawings for Busy Work, Construction Work, Cut Outs, 
Language Lessons, Designs for Calendars, Borders, Blackboard 
Drawings, etc. Page and double page Poster Patterns are a- dis- 

. tinective feature, with full size figures for reproduction and cut 
out. Large’ size pictures for Picture Study are given with small 
ictures for pupils’ use. Each number contains several pages of 
tntertainment Material, consisting of Plays, Exercises, Pieees to 
Speak; Musie and Programs for Speeial Days. The Teachers Ex- 
change and Help-One-Another Club is a most valuable department. 


Subscription Price $1.50 per year 

- Normal Instructor-Primary Plans is enthusiastically endorsed 
by Superintendents, Principals and leading educators everywhere. It is thoroughly praetical in every 
respect and an indispensable aid to teachers who are desirous of enhancing their success. 

i H + We feel particularly fortunate in being able to give 
Special Combination Offer our readers ‘an opportunity to secure Normal Instructor+ 
Primary Plans in combifation with the Pathfinder, at a bargain price. No other educational journal 
compares with Normal Instructor-Primary Plans in quantity, vesses? and helpfulness of matter sup- 
plied. That fully one-third of the teachers in America are subscribers to it speaks volumes for its 
Popularity. We furnish the Pathfinder one year for $1.00; Normal Instruetor-Primary Plans one year 
for $1.50; or in combination: 

Normal Instructor-Primary Plans, 1 year, $1.50 
The Pathfinder : 1 year, $1.00 | Born 2.25 


SOR ee 


Address: THE PATHFINDER PUBLISHING CO., - - ASHINGTON, D. C. 
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We Want 500 “HIVE wires’ 


(Agents, Salesmen, Gen. Agents. District Managers.) 
At $1,000 Per Man Per County 
Reader, this position is offered to you—this money—the cold cash—can 


be yours. The opportunity is open for acceptance-today. You, and you 
alone, by waiting too long, can lose it. No experience necessary. Business 


supplies capital. Get complete facts at once. Ask to be shown. 

$1,200.00 in cold cash, made, paid and bank- | 

ee. coger ed in 30 days by Stoneman—$15,000.00 to 
“date. Make 1918 the biggest year you have 
ever lived or dreamed of. You don’t have 
to wait a month—not even a week—pay- Be rrr 
ments can start the first day. 


y For months we. have been 
LISTEN g duietly securing men from all 
walks of life—ministers, clerks, 
farmers, doctors, lawyers, teachers, ete —enabling 
them with our co-operation and $50,000 appropriation, 
(Address Upon Application to get what we here offer and can dg for you. Some of 
eg these men you may know—possibly have envied their 
prosperity without understanding the -réason of their 
success. Think of these figures: Langley (liveryman), 
$115 first day; Rasp (agent), $1,685 in 73 days; Beem 
(solicitor), $164.25 weekly for 12 weeks; Korstad (farm- ~~ 
er), $2,212 in a few weeks; Juell (clerk), $6,800; Hart N 
(farmer), $5,000; Wilson (cashier), ee in 30 poze STRANGE INVENTI 
Let us tell you about our startling plan of universal dis- : 
tribution which absolutely insures Ra cheed $6 bi: a DP scaaphicrg 
: . 9s) - 
$1,000. 00 PER MAN, PER COUNTY ing $150 to $200. Abolishes tubs, 


. bowls, buckets, wash-rags, spong- 
M. sUELL You, by acting now—toda y—can get ag anes es. Turns any room into a bath- 
mite. =e, rt for your section, This is not a fairy tale, fake, or hum room, with hot or cold: running 

bug; for listen—it is going on daily. water. Cléatises . almast: auto- 
If you can use $1,000—real money—say so. Don’t hesitate—don’t delay matically. No plumbing—no water 


a minute, bul get the thousand-dollar hustle—get your first thousand dollars works—seli-heating. Gives cleans- 
first. start—first taste of real independence—power, influence, luxuries. ing, frictional, massage and 
Join hands with us and enjoy abundant prosperity. So get mighty busy— shower baths. So simple a child 
write today. It costs but a cent to find out how Oviatt (Iowa minister) can operate. Truly marvelous. 
ordered over 800 outfits in 11 days; Cook (solicitor) $4,000 to date; Rogers A modern home-bathing, without 
(surveyor) $2,800. He writes: “Selling baths has got me one piece of drudgery, inconvenience, muss or 
property, expect to get another. 3 lugging water, filling up, empty- 
Learn how O. P. Schleicher (Ohio minister), received $195 twelve hours ing, cleaning, putting away. 
after appointment. Hundreds. share a similar prosperity—banking»money— Could anything be more popular? 
buying homes, automobiles. Same appointment should mean same money to you. Think of the millions who want 


bathrooms! At sight, people ex- 

RISK ONE CENT TO MAKE THOUSANDS claim, “There, there, this is what 

And say with Cashman: “The man who could not sell your goods could I have been looking for!” Over 

not sell bread in a famine.” Heed this caution from Chas. Starr, of Michi- 200,000 delighted customers. Used 

gan: “Sorry this field is closed—should have acted sooner, but was skep- by U. S. Government. Think what 

tical. Your local man’s great success has set everybody talking and proves you could do with this in your 

I was a chump. Wonderful what a man can do with a real opportunity.” territory. No competition—fas- 

Asking to be shown doesn’t obligate you one bit. Just spend’one cent cinating — high-grade business. 

| today—act now—be first. Don’t let somebody else get the territory you Credit given to active distribu- 

want. We want 500 good men to act as our special representatives immedi- tors. Send no money—investigate 
ately—send your application by the first mail. Just a postal card will do. first. Act today. 

Send it now. 


THE ALLEN MFG. CO., 454 Allen Bldg., Toledo, Ohic 
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